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Economic Conditions in Costa Rica 
Good but Budget Problems Foreseen 


The Costa Rican economic outlook was good as the first quarter 
ended, despite a rather precarious budgetary situation. 

The 1957 ordinary budget admittedly included built-in deficits in 
the form of overestimates of revenues and the budgeting of fixed ex- 
penditures for 6 months instead of 1 year, as salaries for teachers. 


With the exception of the low selling 
price of cacao on the world market, 
the outlook for the country’s major ex- 
port crops was favorable. Also, bumper 
crops are in view for the country’s three 
food staples, rice, beans, and corn, ac- 
cording to the National Production 
Council. 

The 1956-57 coffee crop may break 
all previous records. 


A total of 740,000 quintals is expected 
(1 quintal=102 pounds), as compared 
with the previous record of 738,000 
quintals for the 1954-55 crop. Foreign 
exchange receipts from the current crop 
are expected to reach US$45 million, as 
compared with the previous high of 
US$42.1 million for the 1954-55 crop. 
The average export price for the 1956- 
57 crop has been US$69.88 per quintal, 
also ah alltime high. 

Cia Bananera de Costa Rica, the 
United Fruit Co. subsidiary, raised its 
production estimates for 1957. The crop, 
first predicted at 7 million stems, now 
is estimated at 7.9 million stems. The 
new production estimate represents ap- 
proximately US$1.4 million in income 
taxes which the company will pay to 
the Government, rather than the US$1 
million previously estimated as repre- 
senting its 1957 income tax. The Gov- 
ernment, however, actually has budg- 
eted approximately US$2.1 million as 
the estimated 1957 income-tax revenue 
from the company. 


Labor Strike Threatens 


The two labor federations represent- 
ing the workers in the banana zones 
presented a joint list of demands against 
Compania Bananera de Costa Rica. The 
action of the two federations caused 
the Minister of Labor to act on behalf 
of the Government, offering to mediate 
the dispute between the federations and 
the company. A strike, at this time, in 
the banana zone would cause serious 
losses to the company’s earnings, as 
well as losses in the Government’s rev- 
enue from taxes. At last reports, the 
federation had accepted the Govern- 








ment’s mediation offer subject to cer- 
tain conditions. 

Six hundred tons of Giant Cavendish- 
type banana “butts” were received at 
Port Limon for new planting in the At- 
lantic zone region by the Standard 
Fruit Co. This type of plant is highly 
resistant to the Panama disease. 

The movement of live cattle to Peru 
in the quarter continued high, and the 
total number of cattle exported in 1957 
may reach 15,000 to 20,000. 

The Government announced that all 
of the bids submitted in July for the 
construction of a local cement plant 
were rejected on the ground that they 
did not adequately provide for the loss 
in import duties and other revenues 
which would take place if a local ce- 
ment plant were established. 


Eximbank Makes Loan 

The Union Oil Co. abandoned drilling 
at its Cocoles Number 3... ell, after 
reaching a depth of 5,700 feet without 
striking oil. The company plans one 
more drilling in this area and then will 
move to a new drilling site in the Vic- 
toria area. Meanwhile, the Government 
reportedly plans an exhaustive survey, 
by German geologists, of the country’s 
mineral resources, including petroleum 
and bauxite. 


The Export-Import Bank in Febru- 
ary approved a US$161,000 loan to the 
Italian Agricultural Colony (SICA) for 
the purchase of land-clearing and road- 
construction machinery. 


The excise tax on cigarettes locally 
manufactured exclusively from domestic 
tobacco was increased 0.25 colon (5.615 
colones=US$1). This brings the total 
excise tax to .165 colon a package of 
20 cigarettes and will add an estimated 
1.25 million colones a year in revenue. 

The Government in January estab- 
lished a special onetime land surtax on 
property adjacent to the Inter-Ameri- 
can Highway. This surtax will not be 
less than 25 percent nor more than 50 

(Continued on page 27) 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 








Certain Economic Problems Persist 
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Ireland’s agricultural output and foreign trade improved consider- 
; of the|gbly in the first quarter of 1957. 


“The foreign trade balance improved 
ppreciably. The trade deficit declined 
ft million in January and February, 
@mpared with the like period last year, 
ind the total improvement for the quar- 
r was probably several million pounds 
ligher. Exports increased by £6.3 mil- 





jon in 4he first 2 months of 1957, owing 
irgely to the pronounced recovery in 


Of SOM! attle prices, and imports declined by 
| cham) 48 million as a result of the special 
busines | gyies imposed to reduce imports. 


een fur 
ications 
use by 


At the end of March, the Government 

modification of some of ‘the 
pecial levies imposed last year in an 
fort to curtail imports, particularly of 
fonsumer goods. These special levies are 
estimated to have accounted for more 
than £6 million of the total decrease 
of £23 million in imports in 1956. The 
bulk of the reduction in imports was 


~leaused by the depletion of stocks. 


Ireland’s position in relation to the 
proposed European free trade area has 
taused considerable discussion. The crux 
of Ireland's problem is to weigh the 
possible advantages of an expanded 
market for Irish agricultural products 
igainst possible unfavorable effects on 
the country’s industry. Irish industry is 
fot enthusiastic about the free trade 
rea and it is generally agreed that 
Ireland cannot join without very sub- 
ttantial safeguards to enable its in- 
dustry to adjust to full-scale European 
competition. 

Investment Programs Spurred 


Several new developments occurred in 
programs designed to stimulate Irish in- 
dustrial production, especially for ex- 
port, and to promote increased utiliza- 
tion of domestic resources. 

The first significant American invest- 
Ment in Ireland was announced early 
this year. The U. S. firm is investing 
thout $100,000 in a joint venture with 











in Irish manufacturer, and making 
wailable to the latter for 10 years its 
fechnical know-how for the manufacture 
of aluminum foil and ancillary products, 
ind later, aluminum sheet, overhead 
table, and plastic transparent film. 

Construction was begun also of the 
first factory provided with facilities un- 
der the newly enacted Industrial Grants 
Act. A British firm is setting up the 
plant at Naas, County Kildare, for the 
Production of protective clothing almost 
entirely for export. 

A leading auto assembly company in 
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However, these gains were offset by lagging industrial output, a 
shortage of capital in both the private and Government sectors of the 
gonomy, and the resulting high rate of unemployment and emigration. 





Dublin has begun the assembly of a 
small, German-designed, three-wheel 
car. The firm has sales rights not only 
for Ireland, but for the United States 
west of the Mississippi, and several 
other foreign countries. A new company 
has been formed in conjunction with 
two existing Irish firms at Youghal, 
County Cork, to expand the spinning 
and weaving of synthetic and natural 
fibers and the manufacture of carpets, 
for the purpose of increasing the ex- 
port of these items to Great Britain, 

Irish brewery interests offered a 
£500,000 loan to Bord na Mona (Peat 
Development Board) toward the cost of 
two authorized turf-briquete factories. 
Use of these briquetes replaces costly 
imported coal; however, the first plant 
is not scheduled to be ready until 1959. 
The output of each plant will be 100,000 
long tons. Board na Mona hopes to in- 
crease its total turf production in 1957- 
58 to 1.38 million long tons, an increase 
of 250,000 tons over last year’s record 
figures, 

Larger Deficit Expected 

The Government had a deficit of £6.2 
million for the fiscal year ended March 
31: The 1957-58 fiseal-year estimates in- 
dicate a deficit of £6 million, and per- 
haps as much as £12 million. In order 
to maintain the capital program desired, 
£38 million, another £12 million must be 
found. The Capital Investment Commit- 
tee, set up last November to advise on 
public investment, has recommended 
abolishing food subsidies to provide 
funds for the capital program. However, 
the savings realized would do little 
more than balance the current budget, 
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“alrish Foreign Trade Position Improves 


and the removal of food subsidies might 
raise other economic and political prob- 
lems. 


The restrictions on time payment 
transactions, applied a year ago as an 
anti-inflationary move, were entirely re- 
moved on April 1. No official explana- 
tion was given, but it was aimed 
probably at encouraging business ac- 
tivity. 

The consumer-price index was 135 at 
mid-February,: as against 134 at mid- 
November, and 132 at mid-February last 
year (mid-August 1947100). 


Transport Facilities Expand 

Ireland's international carriers are 
doing well. Aer Lingus announced its 
plans to begin operations on new routes 
through Manchester to Brussels, Dussel- 
dorf, Frankfort, Zurich, and Rome. The 
line also expects to take delivery of its 
new Viscounts and put them in service 
this year. Irish Shipping, Ltd. also re- 
ported good results last year, and ex- 
pects to add five new ships to the line 
this year. 

However, despite the substantial eco- 
nomics made possible by an extensive 
dieselization and re-equipment program, 
Coras Iompair Eireann (CIE), the Gov- 
ernment-sponsored transport monoply, 
is experiencing financial difficulties. 
CIE’s operating loss for the year ending 
March 31 was estimated at £1.825 mil- 
lion and the Government advanced £1.7 
million to help the company meet pay- 
ments due on the capital equipment 
which it received in the year. The mod- 
ernization program apparently will not 
eliminate the chronic operating deficit 
and it appears unlikely that the Gov- 
ernment can continue to subsidize such 
losses and capital expenses; therefore, 
some change in the transportation sys- 
tem seems likely. 

Sea fares for passengers and mer- 
chandise, including livestock, between 
Ireland and Britain were increased on 
February 1, becuse of rising fuel prices. 
The current boom in cattle sales to 
Britain apparently mitigated the effect 
that this increase in shipping costs 
might have had on cattle exports. How- 
ever, it represents one more burden on 
Irish exports, particularly since cross- 
channel shipping costs already appear 
disproportionately expensive. Shipping 
difficulties already handicap the cattle 
trade to the Continent, and would be 
an important obstacle if the free trade 
area came into being. 

Petroleum rationing caused very little 
difficulty in Ireland. Rationing of diesel 
and fuel oil ended on April 1, and gaso- 


line rationing was lifted on April 12. 
— 
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Salvadoran Economy at High Level; Finland Takes Steps Ty ""*- 
Cotton Crop Expected To Set Record 


The Salvadoran economy started off on a high level in the first 


quarter of 1957. 


Retail trade was brisk, collections were good, and bank credit was 
readily available. Sales of coffee futures were well ahead of last year. 
The largest cotton crop ever picked was anticipated, and other crops were 


doing well. The development of local 
industries continued steadily, and pub- 
lic and private finances remained ex- 
cellent. : 


High coffee prices prevailed, but to- 
ward the end of the quarter the fail- 
ure of Mexico to sell its crop as readily 
as usual caused the growers in that 
country to threaten to violate a price- 
floor agreement which had been reached 
last November between Mexico, El Sal- 
vador, Guatemala, Costa Rica, and Co- 
lombia. After a hurried conference at 
San Salvador on March 15 and 16, it 
was agreed to permit Mexico to sell 
its coffee at US$0.62 a pound, Central 
American coffees at US$0.64 a pound, 
and Colombian coffee at US$0.66 a 
pound, 

This emergency measure remained 
effective for 3 weeks, after which 
prices dropped slightly. At the end of 
the quarter approximately 840,000 bags 
of the anticipated 1.25-million-bag crop 
had been sold, about half of it in the 
United States. Of the remainder, some 
200,000 bags should be sold in the 
United States, 150,000 in Europe, and 
the rest converted into soluble coffee 
or consumed locally. El Salvador’s 
new soluble-coffee plant produced about 
210,000 pounds of soluble coffee in the 
quarter, of which 25,000 pounds were 
sold locally and the rest was exported 
to the United States. 


Cotton Yield Up 


The 1956-57 cotton crop is expected 
to yield up to 140,000 bales, compared 
with the 132,000-bale record crop of 
1955-56 and the 110,000 bales first pre- 
dicted for this year. The increase was 
accomplished through heavy fertiliza- 
tion and very good weather, and in 
spite of decreased acreage; in short, 
Salvadoran cottongrowers expect to get 
better than 700 pounds of’ cotton an 
acre from the 1956-57 crop. 


The new Salvadoran-Japanese textile 
mill, in operation on a limited scale 
since last fall, was completed in the 
quarter. When in full operation it will 
have 26,000 spindles, 500 to 600 looms, 
and will consume 8,000-10,000 bales of 
Salvadoran cotton a year; it will be 
the largest industry in the country. 

Rice production for the 1956-57 sea- 
son is now estimated at 18,000 metric 
tons, about 1,000 tons below last year’s 
crop. The previous lower estimate, and 
estimates on other crops were reported 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, April 15, 
page 6. The number of cattle in 1956 
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had risen over 20 percent since 1950, 
according to the Salvadoran Bureau of 
Statistics and Census, and the number 
of hogs, horses, sheep, and goats de- 
clined one-fourth to one-third. Meat 
consumption is rising slowly and, with 
limited pasture land available for do- 
mestic production, increasing imports 
are expected. 

The Ministry of Economy reportedly 
was considering some form of new leg- 
islation which would encourage the in- 
vestment of foreign capital in El Sal- 
vador. Several statutes, including the 
Law for Development of Manufactur- 
ing Industries of 1952, already offer 
substantial incentives to new industries. 
President Lemus also has expressed in- 
terest in a treaty with the United 
States, similar to the one with Hon- 
duras, to avoid double taxation. 


Construction Industry Active 


New industries under construction in 
the first quarter include a bakery— 
with a reported investment of $260,000 
—and a $140,000 plant to make serums. 
Other industrial construction activities 
were reported in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, April 15, page 6. Plans for 
the manufacture of fertilizer, bottles, 
canned fruits, confections, matches, 
aluminum utensils, and rubber soles 
were uhder discussion. 

The Urban Housing Institute an- 
nounced in March that it would spend 
$1.255 million this year on a program 


of low-cost housing calling for 53 
structures, including 136 apartment 
units. Plans are being laid for a new 


community at Acajutla. The Institute 
has further announced that it will 
build its own brick factory. 

Electric-power consumption from the 
Fifth of November Hydroelectric Plant 
was 10.3 million 
March, an increase of 27 percent over 
March 1956. The supplementary dam at 
Lake Guija began operation, and a third 
15,000-kilowatt generator was installed 
at the Fifth of November Dam in the 
quarter. Specifications are being pre- 
pared for invitations to bid on two pro- 
posed penstocks to be converted below 
Lake Guija, probably with foreign fi- 
nancing. 

The Salvadoran Production Develop- 
ment Institute continued relatively in- 
active. Its budget for 1957—$1,952,132, 
of which $1,452,131 is working capital 
and the remainder covers salaries and 

(Continued on page 24) 
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Combat Economic Crisis rt 


In an attempt to halt the inflatioy 






ja ar 
spiral, the Finnish Government bros: in the @ 
forward a comprehensive economic gt,.| . U! 
bilization program which was a 
by thé Parliament on March 22. Unemplc 


The main features of the plan include jj@" with 
® Revision of State fiscal measures jp a 
improve the budgetary position, leve 

@ Introduction of monetary and finan |" . 
cial controls, including a new cash y| Finland 
serve system for banks and an export 
excise tax. i. 


@ Liberalization of foreign tra ma 









reducing controls on imports from 
Western countries and setting up a 
tem of global commodity quotas f@ 
Western countries; but at the® same: gogtam, 
time, a reduction in the quantity of jquy bt impo! 
ports to be licensed from Western couq.| buropean 
tries during the remainder of the year’ |2C) cow 
@ A change in the Farm Income Lag \ ‘he pres 
and, a decision to compensate wag |)s4! 1s | 
earners to the extent of two-thirds g| ties aff 
the rise in the cost-of-living index be! . 
tween November 1955 and the laiithe moi 
quarter of 1958. Thereafter, a new symjedged u 
tem would be adopted which would tie} wholesa! 
wages to a consumer price index on 4/100) rer 
nonautomatic basis. »\dustrial 
This represents a gradual approach te jof the y 
changing the present semiautomatic tig} than in 
between wages, farm prices, and thejand out 
cost-of-living index. The present system] Lumb 
has made it extremely difficult for the} slumped 
Government to wage an effective fight] the que 
against inflation. Although the plan was}above t 
approved by the Social Democrats, the} ports ir 
Central Federation of Trade Union} trade « 
(SAK) rejected the new wage formul! ower t 

















and instructed its members to negotiate 
with employers on the old formula cal 
ing for full compensation for the rise fapy 
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the cost-of-living index since Febru- 
1956. Employers are unwilling to go 
yond the two-third compensation 
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Unemployment at Peak 


Unemployment reached a peak for the 
with persons employed on public 
vorks projects numbering 88,000. The 
se is attributed primarily to a 
wer level of logging activity. 
Finland’s dwindling foreign exchange 
serve, which fell by another 2.4 billion 
finnish marks in March to 19.7 billion, 
pelled an additional cut in import 
ae from Western countries, to 
out 70-75 percent of the 1956 level. 








In conjunction with the stabilization 
, a new system of global quotas 
or imports from most Organization for 


‘furopean Economic Cooperation (OE- 
fC) countries was drawn up to replace 
sithe present bilateral system. The pro- 


is now being studied by the coun- 
ties affected. 

Some encouraging signs were noted in 
the month. The cost-of-living index 
tdged up only 0.4 to 120.2, while the 
wholesale-price index at 1,882 (1935— 
100) remained virtually unchanged. In- 
dustrial production in the first 2 months 
of the year was almost 7 percent higher 
than in the comparable period in 1956, 
and output in March continued high. 
Lumber sales for export, which had 
slumped in 1956, showed an uptrend in 
the quarter, with sales up 12 percent 
above the 1956 level. Total Finnish ex- 
ports in March were high, and Finland's 
trade deficit in the first quarter was 
lbwer than in 1956. 


Payments Postponed 


Another cash crisis in State finances 
was a disturbing element as the Govern- 
ment called in mid-March a week’s post- 
ponement of certain payments, once 
more emphasizing the need for fiscal re- 
form. A weakening trend reappeared in 
the money market, with the increase in 
time deposits in both commercial and 
gavings banks negligible, compared with 
January-February, while rediscounts 
and credits issued grew substantially. 
Credits issued (commercial banks) in- 
treased 3.5 billion Finnish marks, and 
(Continued on page 12) 





The following corrections should be 
made in table 2—U. S. Exports of Lead- 
ing Commodities, by Areas—in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, April 29, page 25: 
Under grains and preparations, 1956, 
Insert figures (millions of dollars): 
Total, 1,338.5; Canada, 23.8; American 
Republics, 180.1; Western Europe, 
693.8; Far East, 315.8; Other areas, 
1248. 


Under automobiles, parts and acces- 
Sories, 1955, the figure for “other areas,’ 
should read 199.5 instead of 99.5. 
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Australian Wool Markets in Upward 
Swing at Quarter's End; Output Up 


The Australian wool markets.slumped slightly in the first 3 weeks 
of March, but the trend was reversed in the final week. 

Much of the price drop was regained and markets closed with re- 
newed confidence. This strong close was coupled with an increase in 
estimated production from 1,488 million to 1,530 million pounds. 


Dairy and meat markets continued 
in the doldrums in the United Kingdom, 
the major market. In other markets 
the demand for meat was good at prices 
well above those in London, Australia 
was not in a position to supply these 
markets, however, as the 15-year Aus- 
tralia-United Kingdom Meat Agreement 
provides that Australia will ship all 
beef and lamb produced in 1957 and 
1958, except for 15,000 long tons, to 
the United Kingdom in return for a 
guaranteed minimum price for Aus- 
tralia. 

In addition to the present London 
prices, the United Kingdom Treasury 
pays to Australia 3-4 Australian pence 
a pound for all meat shipped there. 
Thus, under current conditions, Aus- 
tralia is bound to ship beef to London 
at prices below those - obtainable in 
other markets. Apparently, the United 
Kingdom feels that the deficiency pay- 
ments accumulated by Australia are 
warranted to keep consumer prices of 
beef low. 

Criticism of the Commonwealth Gov- 
ernment’s housing policy, on the grounds 
that it underrated the gravity of the 





Two West German Firms 


Invest in Pakistan 


Two West German firms are 
operating in conjunction with 
Pakistani firms in the Lahore 
area of Pakistan. 

The Allgemeine Eliktricitaets 
Gesellschaft (AEG) has combined 
with Malik Brothers, Ltd. to form 
Pak Elektron, Ltd. to produce 
electric motors, transformers, and 
switchgear. AEG has_ invested 
about 500,000 rupees, or $105,000, 
is contributing all of the designs 
and patents, and has about 8 
German technicians in the plant, 
which started operations in the 
latter half of 1956. 

The second joint enterprise is 
the BECO-KSB Pump Manufac- 
turing Co., Ltd., which was form- 
ed in 1953 by a partnership of the 
Batala Engineering Co. and the 
German firm of KSB to produce 
deep well turbine pumps. Although 
BECO has majority control, KSB 
has contributed capital, designs, 
and patents and has several Ger- 
man engineers in the plant. 














housing shortage and failed to make 
sufficient funds available for housing 
construction, continued unabated. 

Although indications were from time 
to time that ‘the Government was con- 
sidering relaxation of its credit restric- 
tions in favor of the housing industry, 
no definite announcement had been 
made by the end of the month. 


Local trade circles reported slackness 
in the building trades and building ma- 
terials industries, and in the electrical 
appliance and home equipment indus- 
tries, which an infusion of money into 
housing might be expected to remedy; 
and a general feeling of frustration over 
credit restrictions, import controls, and 
other regulations, which businessmen 
felt the Government was slow to relax 
in view of the substantial improvement 
in the balance-of-payments position and 
the appearance of unemployment in 
some industries. 


Steel Output Up 


The announced relaxation of import 
restrictions, which partially meets the 
above objectives, may be expected to 
partially ease the housing controversy. 

Evidence of the increasing contribu- 
tion of industry to Australian exports 
was provided by the announcement of 
Australian Iron and Steel, Ltd., a sub- 
sidiary of the Broken Hill Pty., Ltd., 
that it was exporting certain amounts 
of steel at prices well above the do- 
mestic level. This resulted from in- 
creased Australian steel-making ca- 
pacity, output of ingot steel having 
risen to an annual rate of 2.8 million 
tons—about 40 percent over the 1953 
level. However, expansion of Australian 
steel exports is dependent on further 
added capacity, which will require 
some time to install. 

The director of General Motors-Hol- 
den’s, Ltd., announced that his com- 
pany expected to begin exporting 
Holden cars to Hong Kong soon. This 
export would be in addition to the 
nearly 2,200 Holdens shipped to New 
Zealand, Thailand, and Malaya last 
year. 

The Commonwealth Government’s fi- 
nancial operations in March included 
the opening of a new cash loan of 
A£35 million and a conversion offer to 
holders of Federal securities totaling 
approximately A£142 million. Interest 
rates in both cases are 4 percent for 
l-year securities and 5 percent for 

(Continued on page 31) 
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Incentives for Foreign Investment 
Provided in United Kingdom Budget 


The budget for the fiscal year, which began April 1, presented by 
the British Chancellor of the Exchequer offered tax concessions totaling 
about £100 million for the current budgetary period and £130 million 


in a full year. 


Besides providing incentives for foreign investment through con- 


cessions for oversea trading corpora- 
tions, the budget also contains provi- 
sions affecting personal income taxes, 
oversea trading corporations, shipbuild- 
ing, and customs and excise taxes on 
gasoline, certain household goods, and 
entertainments. The only tax increase 
is a rise in the license fee on television 
sets. The Chancellor claimed that 
despite these concessions the overall 
budget deficit for the current fiscal 
year was expected to be £160 million 
compared with £331 million last year. 
The Chancellor stated in his budget 
address that he intended to follow a 
middle path between those who ad- 
vocated “savage deflationary policies” 
and those who wanted to run the econ- 
omy at full speed and try to contain 
the inflation spiral by subsidizing living 
costs. He confidently hoped for’a sub- 
stantial-increase in exports this year, 
some increase in domestic consumption, 
and a ‘slight increase in fixed invest- 
ment. He thought that the resources 
available to the British economy are 
now at least adequate to the demand 
on them. He said, “Expansion must be 
the theme but at a pace and mariner 
consistent with our large responsibili- 
ties as a trading and banking nation.” 


Tax Concessions Made 


Observers agree that the most impor- 
tant tax concession contained in the 
current budget is the one which pro- 
vides for differentiating, for the first 
time, between profits earned from oper- 
ations in the United Kingdom and those 
wholly earned abroad. » 


This concession, which is also the 
most costly one in the budget, applies 
only to profits earned and then retained 
overseas. British corporations con- 
trolled and managed from the United 
Kingdom but having all their actual 
trading operations abroad will be ex- 
empt from income tax and profits tax. 
Profits distributed to shareholders in 
the United Kingdom will be subject to 
tax, 


The purpose of these facilities is to 
relieve British companies trading in 
foreign countries from high United 
Kingdom tax rates which may put them 
at a disadvantage against foreign com- 
petitors. Corporations engaged in min- 
ing, oil winning, agriculture, manufac- 
turing and processing, public utilities, 
and distribution are eligible for this tax 
relief, but not those engaged in ship- 
ping, banking, or insurance. The con- 
cession exists only when profits are 


6 





being earned and reinvested; the British 
parent company cannot offset a loss 
made overseas against its United King- 
dom tax liability. 

The legislation required to put this 
concession into effect will be long and 
complicated in order to handle such 
problems in law and administration as 
may arise, for example, on the treat- 
ment of profits earned on goods manu- 
factured in the United Kingdom but 
sold overseas by one of these “overseas 
trade corporations.” 

The Chancellor stated, “We must be 
careful this new relief has no possible 
suggestion of export subsidy and legis- 
lation will make clear that to qualify 
as overseas trade corporations concerns 
dealing in United Kingdom goods must 
buy those goods ‘free on board’ at a 
United Kingdom port at a price ap- 
propriate to a transaction between 
independent persons. Thus, only profits 
arising from that point onward, which 
can be seen to flow from selling activi- 
ties outside this country, will come 
within this exemption.” 

The Chancellor also added, “There 
doubtless are some concerns which al- 
ready have all their trading operations 
outside this country and can qualify 
as overseas trade corporations im- 
mediately. But there are also many 
mixed businesses with their operations 
partly here and partly overseas. To 
secure the benefit of my proposals such 
concerns will have to ‘hive off’ their 









= 
overseas business into a separate eon 

pany that fulfills the conditions m@iNef [f 
qualification as an overseas trade og. |" 
poration.” fotal $ 

He noted that the effect of this relia] - 

would be to encourage plowing back gf Zhe 1” 
profits overseas, and to discourage tak gruction ¢ 
over bids by foreign buyers who oftagymported & 
have been able to base their offer on gyi the 9-1 
more favorable future tax position, Hy | 
stated that the use of these facilitig |arresPo” 
will represent an initial loss to thy j This in 
balance-of-payments, but will be a gtes sem 
towards more investment, more ft s and 
and more exports, The cost to thelgrve to | 


Exchequer of these tax concessions jg/gons am’ 
expected to be £25 million this year ang yere cred 


over £35 million next year, “lgrve, inc 
Personal Income Tax Cut S\sillion. 
rere $26: 
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principally to the middle and upper in. nisi 
come brackets. The tax reductions ha 
been brought about by: 

@ Raising the deduction for 
ent children who continue to 
full time education or apprenticeship 
training after age 17, 

@ Permitting some personal deduce. IBRD | 
tions to count for surtax as well ag}million 1 
income tax. Phird qui 

@ Permitting other more liberal de ~~. 
ductions in calculating income liable t¢ B 
surtax. ! 

@ Increasing the tax exemption ] 
for persons over 65. 

Observers believe that apart f 
political considerations, the Government 
designed these tax reductions in ani, sell 
effort to check the rising rate of 
igration among professional and %, tota 
aried persons. Data compiled by $19.7 1 
British financial journal shows that &{ a> wi 
married British taxpayer with 2 chil Princ’ 
dren and earnings before tax a ents 
£2,000, or $5,600, will now pay a tax) » $20. 
equal to 19.6 percent of his earnings) Rehits 1 
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cm Wet Income of [BRD 
«totals $25.7 Million 


‘beck The International Bank for Recon- 
| tion and gpemce®: patties 
Q a net income of .7 million 
ae Fe month period ended March 31, 
tion. He |ampared with $21.2 million for the 
facilit wlerresponding period in 1956. 
to the | This income was‘placed in the sup- 
© a stemtsemental reserve against losses on 
e ti s and guaranties, and raised the re- 
to thelerve to $176.4 million. Loan commis- 
sions amounted to $12.3 million and 
year andiyere credited to the bank’s special re- 
“igrve, increasing that reserve to $89.3 
Sigillion. Total reserves on March 31 
“yeere $265.7 million. 
Gross income, exclusive of loan com- 
gissions, was $53.6 million, compared 
sith $47.3 million in 1956. Expenses, 
Mshich included $22.2 million for inter- 
































































Three Loans Made 


- dedye. | IBRD made three loans, totaling $85.6 
nillion in India, Iran, and Peru, in the 
Whird quarter of this fiscal year. These 
eral dé ans brought the total number to 166 
‘in 44 countries and raised the gross 
“lital of commitments to $3,063.4 mil- 
Jjion. Disbursements on loans for the 
month period were $247.6 million, 






























In the period the bank sold or agreed 
| iN Blliy sell $43.5 million principal amount 
Of emi joans without its guaranty. On March 
i, total sales of loans amounted to 
$19.7 million, of which $250.7 million 
| that A\was without the Bank’s guaranty. 
2 chil Principal repayments and prepay- 
ya tax ments received by the bank amounted 
$20.4 million; total principal repay- 























ae ments received, including prepayments, 
Were $184.7 million on March 31. In 
aidition, a total of $112.7 million of 


borrowers’ obligations which had been 
ld by the bank had been paid on or 
tefore maturity. 

The bank’s funded debt was $948.5 
Million on March 31. In the last quar- 
tr, a total of $12.4 million of 3 issues 
@ its U. S. dollar bonds was retired. 
kt borrowed 200 million Swiss francs, 
@ US$46.5 million, from the Swiss Con- 
federation; this Swiss Franc Loan of 
B57 is due 1960-65. The bank also 
foated a $100-million issue of 4% per- 
@nt 20-year bonds of 1957, due 1977. 
An amount of $66.8 million of this is- 
fie was sold for immediate delivery 
amd the remainder with payment and 
felivery to be at various dates to and 
including October 1, 1959. 





Castor bean production in Ethiopia is 
timated roughly at 7,000 to 10,000 
short tons, much of which is never har- 
Vested, according to the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service. 
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Japanese Economic Expansion Rate 
Slows; Industrial Output Drops 


Japan’s rapid rate of economic expansion declined in January, 


but activities in general compared favorably with the high levels 


tained in 1956. 


at- 


Seasonal factors, a reduction in the number of working days owing 
to the New Year’s holiday, and reduced electric-power supply caused 


a 7.4-percent decline in industrial pro- 
duction, compared with the December 
output. Yet the January index of 221.9 
(1934-36100) was 22.2 percent above 
that of January 12956. The production 
decline was distributed over practically 
all segments of industry. 


Electric power made available by pub- 
lic utilities registered an overall decline 
of 7.5 percent below that of December, 
owing to unusually dry weather and 
low water levels at reservoirs, accord- 
ing to a preliminary estimate by the 
Economic Planning Board. The short- 
ages affected the” chemical and metal 
industries, although pig-iron output 
gaimed 4 percent, compared with that 
of December, and reached the record 
level of 572,300 tons; ordinary steel 
production was 730,000 tons, a near- 
record level. 


Machinery Output Down 


Machinery production fell by 10 per- 
cent, compared with the December out- 
put, but was 44.7 percent above that of 
January 1956. Orders declined substan- 
tially—-8.3 percent below those in De- 
cember 1956. Domestic orders were off 
by 22.9 percent, compared with the pre- 
ceding month's figure, reflecting a slack 
in both public and private orders, down 
57.1 and 18.3 percent, respectively. Pri- 
vate orders for the chemical industry 
declined 45.8 percent, and power facili- 
ties, 25 percent. 

Shipbuilding orders also showed a 
sharp reduction—53.7 percent. On the 
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other hand, foreign orders for machin- 
ery increased by 32.5 percent over those 
in December. The significance of the 
decline in domestic machinery orders is 
still in doubt although it has caused 
business analysts concern. Reasons cited 
are seasonal, a growing stringency of 
funds, the accumulation of surplus 
equipment, and a mild apprehension of 
overproduction in some consumers’ 
goods and light industries. The decline 
in domestic orders, however, may have 
reflected no more than a reaction to 
extraordinary levels of orders in the 
last quarter of 1956. 


Producer Shipments Down 

Producer shipments in mining and 
manufacturing industries declined by 
almost 8 percent as against the Decem- 
ber figure but stocks of manufactured 
goods and raw materials exceeded 
slightly the December level. The decline 
in producers’ . shipments—23 percent 
above that of January 1956—was caused 
chiefly by seasonal factors. 

Although coal stocks declined by 12 
percent, compared with December, 
stockpiles of manufactured goods re- 
mained at the preceding month’s high 
levels. Inventories of iron and steel 
products, textiles, petroleum and coal 
products went up, and stocks of non- 
ferrous metals, paper and pulp, chemi- 
cals, and others declined moderately. 

Stockpiles of raw materials, including 
imports, also were higher. Considering 
that imported raw material stocks in 
December exceeded December .1955 
levels by 43 percent, the inventories of 
imported raw materials recorded early 
in 1957 were abundant even at the pre- 
vailing high production levels. 

Exports Decline 

A disturbing drop in January exports 
—37.9 percent below December—was 
attributed to seasonal and price factors. 
Imports on the other hand moved up- 
ward, reflecting Japan’s increased need 
for imported raw materials, such as 
textile fibers, iron and steel raw materi- 
als, and fuels to maintain its high pro- 
duction levels. 


The January balance of payments 
registered a deficit of $14 million— 
receipts, 285 million; payments, $299 
million—compared with a $12-million 
surplus in December. The dollar ac- 
count sustained a net loss of $16 million; 
sterling increased by $14.7 million and 


(Continued on page 21) 
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Spanish Cabinet Has 
Economy Under Study 


Difficulties with which the Spanish 
economy was confronted were admitted 
by the new Cabinet in March. 


Some of the problems cited were the 
establishment of investment priorities 
and the possible reversion of certain 
National Institute of Industry (INI) 
activities to private enterprise. 


Freezes, wartime destruction, loss of 
gold reserves to Soviet Russia, and ab- 
sence of foreign aid were emphasized as 
factors underlying the problems. 

Although official statements did not 
provide an idea of a new economic pol- 
icy to deal with the basic causes of 
inflation, signs were evident of construc- 
tive action in foreign exchange controls. 

Scattered rains throughout the penin- 
sula ended the severe drought, which 
had persisted since the fall of 1956. Re- 
lief, however, was only partial in the 
southern part of Spain, and the effect 
on 1957 crops, particularly grains, will 
depend upon the rainfall in the remain- 
ing months of spring and in the summer 
period. 


Wheat Harvest Low 


The National Wheat Service esti- 
mated the 1957 wheat harvest at only 
3.5 million metric tons. If the estimated 
wheat consumption need of 4.5 million 
tons is accurate, a serious shortage will 
occur before the 1957-58 crop is har- 
vested, which will require imports of 
about 1 million tons of wheat in the 
coming year. 

The Olive Oil Syndicate estimates the 
1957 olive oil harvest at 370,000 metric 
tons, compared with estimated require- 
ments of about 450,000 tons. 

The partial relief from drought in 
March also made the electric-power out- 
look slightly better. Toward the end of 
the month hydroelectric water reserves 
represented only 49 percent of capacity, 
as compared with 55 percent last year. 
A saving factor has been the availability 
of power from thermal units, the ca- 
pacity of which is increasing, account- 
ing for about 30 percent of total output 
in February. 


Money Volume Increases 


Perhaps the most significant labor 
news in March was the slowdown of 
coal miners in Asturias, the scene of 
bloody labor strife in 1934. A pay dis- 
pute and other grievances underlay the 
trouble. About 1,200 coal miners were 
involved when the slowdowns began and, 
after a brief letup, 5,000 miners in the 
area joined in sympathy with arrested 
leaders and against militarization of 
mines. By the month’s end the miners 
had returned to work, although report- 
edly the issues which originally brought 
about the slowdown had not been set- 
tled. 

The volume of money in circulation 

(Continued on page 24) 
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Dominican GATT Rates 
In Effect 


Tariff concessions granted by 
the Dominican Republic to the 
United States and Canada during 
GATT negotiations held in Gene- 
va in January-May 1956 were put 
into effect on February 2 of this 
year.—Gaceta Oficial, February 9, 
1957. 

An analysis of the concessions, 
made effective by Dominican 
Congressional Resolution No. 4634, 
is included in U. S. Department of 
State publication No. 6348, Com- 
mercial Policy Series No. 158, re- 
jeased June 1956. Copies of the 
publication are available from the 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C., for $1. 











Liberia Lowers Luxury Tax 
On Beverages, Cigarettes 


Luxury taxes levied on alcoholic bev- 
erages and cigarettes in Liberia have 
been reduced. 

The luxury tax is applicable to both 
imported and domestic products, and 
the tax on imports is collected at time 
of customs clearance in addition to 
regular import duties and surtaxes. 

The new rates, effective January 25 


under an amendment fo the Liberian 
Internal Revenue Code, and old rates, 
shown in parentheses, are as follows: 
Alcoholic beverages, including gin, whisky, 
brandies, liqueurs, cordials, rum, champagne, 
repared cocktails, and unspecified alcoholic 
everages, $1.60 ($2.60) per four-fifths U. 8. 


quart; cigarettes, $0.30 ($0.50) per 100. 


The tax was lowered with the purpose 
of increasing imports and consequently 
increasing duty collections.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Monrovia. 





Mexico Reclassifies Cork 
Items, Lowers Export Duty 


Cork has been reclassified in the 
Mexican export tariff and duties low- 
ered for some items, effective April 9. 


Classifications affected; new duties; 
and former rates, shown in parentheses, 
are as follows: 

73-30. Pressed cork in sheets, slabs, tubes, 
or rods. (Classification abolished.) 

29-24. Raw cork, pulverized cork, or pieces 
of cork: 25 percent ad valorem. (New Classi- 
fication. ) 

73-84. Bars or rods of pressed cork: 0.03 
peso per gross kilogram and 2 percent (ex- 


empt and 25 percent). (New classification.) 
73-35. Ducts, sheets, slabs, or tubes of 

Pressed cork: 0.02 peso per gross kilogram 

and 2 percent (exempt ana 25 percent). (New 


classification.) 


73-36. Discs of pressed cork: 1 percent (25 
Percent). (New classification.) 


—Diario Oficial, April 8, 1957. 
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New Rules Govern Company Reserve 
Deposits With Indian Government 


The compulsory deposit of reserves with the Reserve Bank of India 
required of companies under India’s Finance Act (No. 3) has been estab- 
lished with some excepéions at 50 percent of the amount by which a 
company’s statutory surplus—profits after taxes and dividends—ex- 


ceeds 100,000 rupees. 


The Government also has drafted 
rules, which have not yet been finalized, 
for computing reserve deposits and es- 
tablishing the procedure for making de- 
posits and paying interest and refunds. 

Under the Ministry of Finance notifi- 
cation of April 16 fixing the percentage 
amount to be deposited, no deposit is 
required of the following: 


@ A company in which not less than 
40 percent of its share capital is held 
by the Central Government or by any 
State Government or Governments, or 
partly by the Central Government and 
partly by one or more State Govern- 
ments. 


@ A company incorporated under any 
special act of Parliament. 


@ A banking company as defined in 
the Indian Banking Companies Act, 
1949 (10 of 1949). 


@ A company which is an insurer, as 
defined in the Insurance Act, 1938 (4 of 
1938). 


@ A company engaged in generation 
or supply of electricity. 

Under the proposed deposit computa- 
tion rules, called “Income-Tax Allow- 
ances (Current Profits Deposit) Rules, 
1957” announced by the Ministry of 
Finance on April 15 the following meth- 
od is established for determining the 
amount of current profits to be de- 
posited by a company incorporated out- 
side India: 

“Dividends declared during any pre- 
vious year shall be (a) the dividends 
actually declared by it in India in re- 
spect of its business in India; or (b) 
where no dividends are declared in In- 
dia that proportion of the dividends 
declared at the registered oftice of the 
company as the profits and gains of its 
Indian business bear to the total profits 
and gains out of which the dividends 
are declared at the registered office. 


“Where any portion of the profits and 
gains of a company is not included in 
its total income by reason of such por- 
tion being exempt from tax under any 
provision of the Indian Income-Tax Act, 
1922, the amount of the dividends de- 
clared during the previous year shall, 
for the purpose of determining the cur- 
rent profits deposit, be deemed to be 
such proportion thereof as the total in- 
come of the company for the previous 
year bears to its total profits and gains 
for that year reduced by such allow- 





ances as may be admissible under the 
act which have not been taken into ac- 
count by the company in its profit and 
loss account for that year.” 


Operation of System Defined 


Other provisions related to making 
deposits are as follows: 


@ If a company can substantiate its 
claim that it is unable to make the re- 
quired deposit, the Commissioner of In- 
come Tax tan order that the amount 
will be deemed to have been deposited 
by the company on the due date and 
to have been refunded to it on the same 
date. 


@ A company, in lieu of depositing 
money, may deposit Government securi- 
ties of the requisite market value with 
the Reserve Bank, and no interest is 
payable by the Government on*securi- 
ties deposited under this provision, 


@ If at any time a company requires 
the whole or part of a deposit already 
made, it may apply to the Board of 
Referees appointed by the Government 
for a refund of such amount or for the 
return of such securities. The Board if 
satisfied that said requirements cannot 
be met out of the company’s available 
resources may issue an order on the 
Reserve Bank authorizing it to refund 
such amount or to return such securi- 
ties as the Board considers necessary 
in the circumstances of the case. 


e@ If a company’s total income is 
finally reduced as a result of any other 
proceedings under the act and the de- 
posit originally made by the company 
exceeds the amount of its current profits 
deposited, calculated with reference to 
the total income which is so reduced, 
and the amount of deposit held by the 
Bank exceeds the current deposit so 
calculated, the Income Tax Officer upon 
application by the Company and after 
careful review can recommend to the 
Board of Referees that it order the 
Bank to refund to the company such 
excess amount of money. ‘ 

Related information on the Indian in- 
come tax appears in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, January 7, 1957, page 10. 





Import of baby chicks into Mexico 
is subject to permit from its Ministry 
of Agriculture, effective April 30, 

This restriction was imposed to reg- 
ulate both the quality and quantity of 
imported chicks. 
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Mexico Reclassifies, Changes Duty 
Status of Number of Import Items 


Mexico has raised its import duties on paper waste, plastic yarn, 
peanuts, and painted strips of iron, steel, or aluminum for venetian 
blinds; created new import tariff classifications and raised duties on 
some. surgical instrument sterilizers, scooters, some skates, and certain 
automobile spare parts or repair parts not for assembly of finished ve- 


hicles; created a new import classifi- 
cation and lowered duties on certain 
tale; and created new import classifica- 
tions for some polyvinyl chloride and 
polyvinyl acetate products, certain tubes 
of cellulose and vegetable fiber, certain 
rubber sheets, chicory seed, certain 


automobile spare parts and repair 
parts, and certain industrial battery 
pilates. 

Classifications affected; new duties, 


in pesos. per legal kilogram unless 
otherwise stated and percent ad va- 
lorem; and former status if appropriate, 
shown in parentheses, are as follows: 


Effective March 28 


70.00.12. Emulsions or dispersions of poly- 
vinyl chieride in liquid state (identifiable as 
—s with heat and forming a flexible 
sheet) : 15 peso and 15 percent. (New 
classification. ) 


880.00.13. Sterilizing boxes, nonpressure, 
for surgical instruments or hypodermic 
needles: 0.10 peso and 7 percent. (New 
classification.) 


Effective April 3 


5693.00.14. Compositions with polyvinyl ace- 
tate base mixed with other organic or min- 
eral principals to improve elasticity, ad- 
hesiveness, and durability of cement: 0.01 
peso per gross kilogram and §& percent. 
(New classification.) 


Effective April 4 


762.00.14. Iron or steel piston rings for 
automobiles: 0.20 peso and 5 percent. (New 
classification.) 

762.00.15. Connecting rods for automobile 
motors: 0.20 peso and 5 percent. (New clas- 
sification.) 

762.00.16. Transmission ear boxes for 
automobiles: 0.20 peso and 5 percent. (New 
classification.) 

762.00.17. Carburetors for automobiles: 


0.20 peso and 5 percent. (New classification.) 
762.00.18. Crankshafts for automobiles: 
0.20 peso and 5 percent. (New classification.) 
762.00.19. Distributors of electric current 
for automobiles: 0.20 peso and § percent. 
(New classification.) 

7762.00.20. Differentials for propellin 
mechanism of automobiles: 0.20 peso and 
percent. (New classification.) 

762.00.21. Universal axles for propellin 
mechanism of automobiles: 0.20 peso an 
6 percent. (New classification.) 

762.00.22. Gears identifiable as 
for automobiles: 0.20 peso and 
(New classification.) 

762.00.23. Clutches for automebiles: 0.20 
peso and § percent. (New classification.) 

762.00.24. Oil filters for automobiles: 0.20 
peso and 6 percent. (New classification.) 

1762.00.25. Gasoline filters for automobiles: 
0.20 peso and 6& percent. (New classifica- 
tion.) 

762.00.26. Shafts for propellin 
of automobiles: 0.20 peso an 
(New classification.) 

762.00.27. Shafts and rods for steering 
automobiles: 0.20 peso and 6 percent. (New 
classification.) 

762.00.28. Points for distributors of elec- 

ic current for automobiles: 0.20 peso and 

percent. (New classification.) 

762.00.29. Gasoline tanks for automobiles: 
0.20 peso and 6 percent. (New classification.) 


xclusively 
percent. 


i hanism 
percent. 
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762.00.30 
automobiles 
classification.) 


Valves for combustion motors for 
0.20 peso and § percent. (New 


762.00.31. Steering wheels for automobiles: 
0.20 peso and 5 percent. (New classification.) 
762.01.99 Spare parts and repair parts 


identifiable as for propelling mechanism of 
automobiles not elsewhere specified: 0.50 
peso and 15 percent. (0.20 peso and 5 per- 
cent.) 


610.00.05. Unvulcanized rubber sheets stuck 
together containing between them steel wires 
twisted and evenly distributed over all sur- 
faces of contact: 0.50 peso per gross kilo- 
gram and 10 percent. (New classification.) 


Effective April 5 


061.00.06. Peanuts, shelled or not, raw. 
(Classification abolished.) 


210.00.04. Peanut seed, raw, shelled or 
not: 0.50 peso per gross kilogram and 50 per- 
cent (0.20 peso and 40 percent.) 


Effective April 6 


8892.07.02. Skates of all kinds. 


Classifica- 
tion abolished. 


892.07.03. Skates of all kinds with 4 wheels 
and with straps or other means of fastening 
them to the feet: 5 pesos and 50 percent. (New 
classification.) (0.20 peso and fo percent.) 


8892.07.04. Scooters of all kinds with 2 
wheels, with or without handles: 6 pesos 
and 60 percent. (New classification.) (0.20 
peso and 10 percent.) 


892.07.98. Skates of all kinds, not else- 
where specified: 0.20 peso and 10 percent. 
(New classification.) 


069.00.06 Chicory seed: 0.01 peso per 
ate kilogram and 5 percent. (New classi- 
cation.) 

741.06.99. Tubes of vegetable fiber fabric, 


rubberized or not, even with connections of 
base metal, not elsewhere specified: 
per gross kilogram and 55 percent. 
classification.) 


742.06.07. Positive plates for industrial or 
railroad batteries, made of several tubes 
of synthetic resins or of rubber, finely 
grooved transversely, filled with lead oxide, 
mounted on cylindrical base metal body 
which serves to fasten them to the frame 
that supports them, as well as negative 
plates of the same dimensions as the posi- 
tive plates, made of a lead grating containing 
a lead oxide-based paste in spaces, only 
when imported in same quantity and at 
same time as the positive plates: 0.01 peso 
per gross kilogram and percent. (New 
classification.) 


260.10.05 Steatite (silicate of magnesia, 
talc). (Classification abolished.) 


2600.10.09. Tale silicate of mag- 
nesia, fiot powdered) 0.01 peso per 1 
gross kilograms and 5 percent ad valorem. 
(New classification: formerly 0.02 peso per 
gross kilogram and 25 percent ad valorem.) 


Effective April 8 


242.00.00. Waste and clippings of paper: 
0.20 peso per gross kilogram and 10 percent. 
(0.15 peso per gross kilogram and 6 percent.) 


Effective April 9 


610.04.03. Tubes of manufactured cellulose 
over 50 centimeters long with or without 
printed characters, impregnated with pre- 
servative solutions: 0.40 peso and 16 per- 
cent. (New classification.) 


6110.04.04. Tubes of manufactured cellu- 
lose less than 60 centimeters long with o 
without printed characters, impregnate 


4 pesos 
(New 


(natural 





Germans License Import 
Of Frozen Salmon 


Import into Germany of U. S. or 
Canadian frozen salmon will be 
licensed until an unannounced 
value limitation is reached, ac. 
cording to an official German an- 
nouncement published on April 20, 

Such imports may be cleared 
through German Customs from 
May 15 onward. 

An earlier announcement estab- 
lishing an import quota for U. §, 
and Canadian mild-cured salmon 
was reported in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, April 1, 1957, page 
9.—U. S. Embassy, Bonn. 











West Pakistan To Establish 
Mineral Development Agency 


Plans for establishing a Mineral De. 
velopment Corporation in West Paki- 
stan to assist in the development of its 
mineral resources have been announced 
by the Provincial Government. 


The proposed corporation, which 
would be similar to the Pakistan In. 
dustrial Development Corporation, 
would conduct surveys, build roads in 
backward areas, and sponsor private 
companies for developing mineral re 
sources. 

Of an authorized capital of 10 mil- 
lion rupees, the equivalent of US$21 
million, expenditures of 5 million rupees 
are included in the proposed 1957-58 
West Pakistan budget. 

A bill for the establishment of the 
corporation has been introduced in the 
West Pakistan Legislative Assembly, 
and, although not yet passed by the 
Assembly or constituted by an ordnance 
of the President, the Director of Indus- 
tries is hopeful that it will be enacted 
in the near future. 








with preservative solutions 6 
40 percent. (New classification.) 


Effective April 10 


640.04.05. Yarns of plastic fibers not of 
cellulosic origin twisted more than 150 turns 
per lineal meter: 8 pesos and 15 percent 
(6 pesos and 15 percent.) 

640.04.04. Yarns of plastic fiber not @f 
cellulosic origin, even if twisted, 
twisted more than 150 turns per lineal 
meter: 4 pesos per gross kilogram and § 
pereent. (1.25 pesos per gross kilogram and 

percent.) 


pesos and 


Effective April 11 


670.07.03. Strips of iron or steel for man- 
ufacture of venetian blinds, even if slightly 
curved, painted: 1 peso per gross kilogram 
and 20 percent. (0.90 peso per gross ‘ilo 
gram and 10 percent.) 

672.04.03. Strips of aluminum for the man 
ufacture of venetian blinds, even if slightly 
curved, painted: 0.50 peso per gross kilo- 
ws and 50 percent (0.40 peso per gross 

jlogram and 40 percent.) 


—Diario Oficial, March 27, 2 
and April 2, 3, 4, 5, 1957. 


World Trade Week, May 19- 25. 
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Special Irish Levies 


Off for Some Imports 


Twenty-one items have been freed 

from Ireland’s special import levies im- 

in March and July 1956, the Irish 
Government announced on April 16. 


Among items freed are radios and 
television receiving sets and accessories; 
furskins and artificial fur; essential oils 
and concentrates; weighing machines 
and scales; gums, resins, etc.; and arti- 
ficial plastic materials in sheets or rolls. 

Also freed from the levy are assem- 
bled private automobiles of British 
manufacture with a value of not less 
than £1,330 (£1—US$2.80). 


Newsprint previously was exempted 
from the special levy as well as the 
customs duty, but the 5-percent cus- 
toms duty on paper for newspapers, 
periodicals, and paper-covered novels 
has been restored. 

The reason given for removal of the 
special import levies, which were im- 
posed primarily for the purpose of re- 
ducing Ireland’s import bill, was that 
in any case the goods would have been 
admitted under special license free of 
levy as raw material for industry. By 
completely exempting the items im- 
porters are relieved of the trouble of 
applying for licenses and in consequence 
administrative expenses are saved. 


Imposition of the levy on British 
automobiles is understood to have been 
contrary to the Anglo-Irish trade agree- 
ments of 1938 and 1948, and the Min- 
ister of Finance has taken the oppor- 
tunity of correcting the irregularity. 

In imposing the levy on newsprint, 
consideration apparently was given to 
the Exchequer position, but in view of 
heavy imports in recent years it was 
decided that exemption from the 5-per- 
cent duty could no longer be justified. 





GuatemalaTo Free Public 
W orks Materials of Duty 


The Guatemalan Executive has been 
authorized to exempt contractors work- 
ing on highways and other public works 
from payment of customs duties and 
other charges levied on imports of ma- 
chinery, equipment, and materials used 
in connection with their contractual ob- 
ligations. 


The authorization was granted by 
decree No, 1161 published and effective 
April 1. 


Cars weighing more than 1,500 kilo- 
grams and having an f. o. b. factory 
cost of $2,000 continue to be prohibited 
entry into Argentina. 

Such cars were incorrectly stated to 
be excluded from the Argentine import 
surcharge in Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, May 6, 1957, page 7. 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Peru Imposes New Duty on Imports 


The Peruvian Government by law No. 12,785 of February 8 imposed 
a new 1 percent ad valorem duty on the c. i. f. value of imports with 
the exception of basic foodstuffs, medicinals, and commodities now free 


of duty. 


Subsequently, under a Supreme résolution of March 20, a prelimi- 


nary list of the foodstuffs and pharma- 
ceuticals exempted from payment of the 
duty was established. 


Also exempted from the new duty 
are commodities included under inter- 
national agreements, contracts, and 
laws specifically calling for such exemp- 
tions. (Concessions granted by Peru 
under the terms of the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade call for such 
exemptions. ) 


The following is the preliminary list 
of foodstuffs and pharmaceutical prod- 
ucts exempted from the duty, in free 
translation, and their Peruvian tariff 
item numbers: 


1, Ordinary breeding cattle; 14, beef, bone- 
less or otherwise; 15, mutton, boneless or 
otherwise; 16, pork, boneless or otherwise. 

46, Whole evaporated milk with not less 
than 7.8 percent fat content; 47, whole con- 
densed milk with not less than 8 percent fat 
content; 48, whole powder milk in sealed con- 
tainers, containing not less than 24 percent 
fat, for feeding infants; 49, powder milk 
partially skimmed with not less than 12 per- 
cent fat content, in sealed containers, for 
infants feeding: 50, whole powder milk, in 
bulk, for industrial use; 61, skimmed milk; 
52, dietetic milk; 53, milk acidified with lac- 
tic acid for infants omen * 54, whole powder 
milk mixed with unspecified food products, 
vitamins, or tonics; , butter. 

93, Wheat; 95, rough rice; 96, milled rice, 
bleached or not; 97, barley, hulled or not; 
98, oats, hulled or not; 99, corn. 


101, Wheat flour; 106, corn flour; 107, corn 
meal in packages; 108, corn meal in bulk; 
110, rolled oats in bulk; 111, canned rolle 
oats. 

180, Potatoes: 187, peas; 188, beans; 189, 
chick peas; 190, lentils. 





Viet-Nam Drops Invoice 
Certificate Rule 


Certification of pro forma in- 
voices by U. S. chambers of com- 
merce or by the Viet-Namese 
Embassy in Washington no longer 
will be required, the Viet-Namese 
Director General of Commerce 
has announced. 

The Director General empha- 
sizes, in notice No. 40 to Viet- 
Namese importers, that such cer- 
tification no longer will be neces- 
sary for any pro forma invoice 
regardless of country of origin if 
the prospective import is to be 
financed under the commercial 
import program financed by the 
International Cooperation Admin- 
istration. 

In addition, the certification 
procedure is alsO waived under 
other Viet-Namese import pro- 
grams for suppliers located in the 
United States—U, S. Embassy, 
Saigon. 














191, Unspecified grains; 213, pea, bean, and 
soya meal; 214, potato meal; 330, oats for 
animal feeding. 

332, Hay and alfalfa; 342, prepared foods 
exclusively for feeding calves; meat meal 
for feeding poultry; 345, tonic salts with a 
base of bone powder or phosphates for live- 
stock or poultry, containing not less than 70 
percent calcium phospate or more than 5 per- 
cent moisture. 

362, Refined hog lard; 372, oleomargarine 
and so-called ‘‘premier juice’’; 378, edible 
(refined) cottonseed oil; , edible (refined) 

nut oil; 387, edible (refined) copra oil; 
, edible (refined) sunflower oil; vege- 
table oils and fats, hydrogenated. 


817-895, Pharmaceutical products. 


Inasmuch as the foregoing list is 
preliminary it is assumed that other 
products will be added when regulations 
for implementing the March law are 
issued. 


The February law imposing the new 
duty earmarks revenues collected there- 
from for the Industrial Bank of Peru, 
which is concerned with the develop- 
ment of industry. — U. S. Embassy, 
Lima. 





Commission Set Up To 
Revise Chilean Tariff 


The Chilean Government has estab- 
lished a six-man commission to revise 
its customs tariff. ? 


Revisions which will simplify and 
unify features of the present tariff that 
are worth retaining and recommenda- 
tions for necessary new provisions are 
called for. 


The Commission’s attention is to be 
concentrated on the principles of the 
tariff and its general outline rather 
than on details of the 1,900 items listed 
therein. 

A new and simplified tariff should 
make it possible to place a single tax 
on any import item, in contrast with 
the several taxes now required on most 
imports. 

The Commission also is authorized 
to review the high import taxes now 
applicable to some manufactured goods, 
with a view to determining whether 
some that have been imposed for pur- 
poses of protection have provided so 
much protection that national indus- 
tries no longer fear competition and 
are to be considered uneconomic in their 
production. In such cases the Commis- 
sion may consider lowering the present 
tariffs. 

Decree No. 9403 of November 27, 
1956, establishing the Commission, re- 
quires that it file a preliminary report 
by May 20 of this year.—U. S. Embassy, 
Santiago. 
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India Defines Foreign Capital Policy 


The Government of India’s policy toward foreign capital partici- 
pation either through licensing agreements and/or investment in In- 
dian industrial projects has been defined by the Secretary of Ministry of 
Heavy Industries for the U. S. Trade Mission. 

His statement covered four main points: 


Royalty Payments.—The Government 
has no fixed ceiling for royalty pay- 
ments. In general the foreign manu- 
facturer can consider 5 percent as the 
upper limit to which the Government 
will agree. In some cases, however, the 
Government might insist on a lower 
percentage payment, even below 2% 
percent, and for a few exceptional cases 
the Government might be willing to go 
higher than 5 percent. 


Majority control.—.The Government 
has no objection to majority control of 
a new enterprise by a foreign concern 
provided it is to produce goods not al- 
ready produced locally. If the new 
plant is to compete directly with ex- 
isting enterprises run by Indian in- 
terests, the Government would prefer 
to see a substantial or majority Indian 
participation. 

Nationalization. — The Government’s 
policy is not to nationalize merely for 
the sake of nationalization. Its fourth 
Constitutional amendment, which is the 
current legislative authority for nation- 
alization, is directed at Indian firms. 
The Government, however, cannot dis- 
criminate against its own nationals by 
making this authority inapplicable to 
foreign firms. The Government’s rec- 
ord for compensation for nationaliza- 
tion, for instance, of the life insurance 
companies or the Kolar gold fields, is 
excellent. 

Credit for imported capital goods.— 


Finland Takes ... 


(Continued from page 5) 


were the principal factor in causing re- 
discounts issued by the Bank of Finland 
to climb by 5.2 billion Finnish marks, 
reaching 32.3 billion on March 30, com- 
pared with 20.1 billion a year ago. The 
Central Bank in early April said that 
it would set a ceiling on rediscounts 
from August 1. Notes in circulation de- 
clined from 58.2 billion Finnish marks 
to 55 billion. 

The attempt to reduce surplus pro- 
duction of dairy products by subsidy 
cuts on March 1 has had no effect. Ex- 
ports of surplus butter in the first quar- 
ter amounted to 6,258 tons, 60 percent 
of total butter exports in 1956. In an 
additional effort to cut dairy production, 
the Government suspended sales of im- 
ported oilcake, bran, and mixed feeds 
from March 24 through August. Never- 
theless, butter-export subsidy funds will 
run out in May and probably will cause 
a reduction in the producer price of 
milk by summer.—U. S. Embassy, Hel- 
sinki. 
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The Government does not insist or T- 
year credit for financing imports of cap- 
ital goods with perhaps the single ex- 
ception of equipment for power produc- 
tion. In general, it will agree to some 
flexibility in payment arrangements, re- 
lating credit terms to length of time it 
would take for the imported capital 


goods to contribute to earnings or sav- 
ings of foreign exchange. 

Details of India’s deferred payment 
plan appeared in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, February 18, 1957, page 7, and 
May 6, 1957, page 8. 





U. 8S. exports of cotton linters, mostly 
chemical qualities, amounted to 47,000 
bales (500 pounds gross) in February 
1957, down 22 percent from exports of 
60,000 bales in January, and also con- 
siderably below exports of 65,000 bales 
in February 1956, the Foreign Agricul- 
tural Service reports. 


Linter exports during the 7-month pe- 
riod, August-February 1956-57, amount- 
ed to 268,000 bales, 4 percent less than 
experts of 278,000 bales in the like pe- 
riod of 1955-56. 


ome 
~ 


Austria Reduces Four 
Types of Taxation 


Four types of tax relief for Austrig 
are provided for in legislation which 
came into force on April 28: 

@ For establishment of a new house. 
hold, exemption from income taxation 
of 2,496 schillings, or about US$96, an. 
nually for 5 years. 

@ Exemption of the same amount to 
cover operating costs of automobiles 
used by employees traveling to and 
from work, and of 624 schillings, about 
$24, for costs of motorcycles and motor 
bicycles so used. 

@ Accelerated depreciation allov. 
ances, machinery and equipment to be 
favored over immovable assets aad 
preferential treatment to be granted 
firms in the former Soviet zone, Vienna, 
and parts of Carynthia and Styria. 

@ Cancellation of the 1-percent stamp 
tax levied on loan contracts for certain 
types of building and loan associations, 

The new law was published in. the 
Austrian Federal Gazette (Bundesge- 


setzblatt) No. 21/1957.—-U. S. Embassy, 
Vienna. ’ 








U. S. imports of cotton, for consump- 
tion, in February amounted to 7,000 
bales (500 pounds gross), down sharply 
from imports of 13,000 bales in January, 
and less than half the 18,000 bales im- 
ported in February a year ago, the For- 
eign Agricultural Service reports. 
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investment In 


Australia .......... $0.65 
Central America. 1.50 
Colombia ........... .55 
CD ittisisttine —— 
indonesia ............. 1.25 
Japan .......... oe - 
Mexico ............... 1.25 
Pakistan ............... 1.00 
Paraguay ....n...... 65 
Philippines ....... n 1.00 
Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland ....... 1.75 
South Africa ........ .75 
VOTED — cnnccccccccccaes Nome 
Venezvele ............ 1.25 





The Bureau of Foreign Commerce presents ... 


Sold by Department of Commerce Field Offices and by the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. $. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 


a series of handbooks 
on investment fields, 
economie conditions, 
ogriculture, industry, 
taxation, fladece, 
business methods, 


and trade 


In foreign countries 
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Capital Wanted in Laos 
For Tin Mining 


Capital assistance is sought by 
The Societe d'Etude et d’Exploi- 
tation Mineres de |’ Indochine 
(SEEMI), a French company 
operating tin mines at Phontiou, 
Laos. 

The company, reportedly the 
largest single industrial enterprise 
in Laos, employs some 400 work- 
ers in its mines and plants. The 
mines, which are located 76 kilo- 
meters northeast of Thakhek, con- 
tain ore said to have a metal con- 
tent of .25 to 4.51 percent. Wash- 
ing, crushing, processing, and dry- 
ing operations are performed at 
the mines. 

Detailed laboratory studies 
have been maintained for a num- 
ber of years and will be made 
available to interested firms upon 
request to M. de. la Garde, Ad- 
ministrative Manager, SEEMI, rue ° 
George Mahe, Vientiane, Laos. 











Industrial Site in 
Belgium for Sale 


U. S. firms interested in establishing 
manufacturing branches in Belgium 
may be interested in an industrial site 


offered for sale in Eernegem, Province 
of West Flanders. Eernegem is located 
approximately 9 miles from the port 
of Ostend, 7 miles from Bruges, and 
72 miles from Antwerp. 

The existing plant, now untenanted, 
is recommended by the Counselor to 
the Provincial Government of West 
Flanders as particularly adaptable for 
the’ chemical industry, or for the agri- 
cultural-machines, scooters, or automo- 
tive-parts industries. The plant, former- 
ly utilized for the manufacture of food 
products, is said to be in excellent con- 
dition, and to have good port, rail, 
and inland-waterway connections. 

The area for sale is approximately 
6 acres, with adjacent property avail- 
able for expansion. The area includes a 
new building; an older and larger build- 
ing which could be utilized as a ware- 
house, or for machine shops, offices, 
laboratories, etc.; and a bufiding now 
consisting of a warehouse and machine 
and blacksmith shops. Living premises 
for the management, janitor, and two 
workmen's houses also are available. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct with Raymond Daenens, 
Counselor to the Provincial Government 
of West Flanders, Chateau de Moer- 
beek, Eernegem, West Flanders, 
Belgium. 
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Fertilizers, Traveling Crane, Rails, 
Other Supplies Wanted Overseas 


Several foreign governments, through their authorized procure- 
ment agencies, are inviting tenders for a number of items of potential 


interest to U. S. suppliers. 


Bidding instructions and specifications and other pertinent data 
are available for review on loan from the Trade Development Division, 


Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C., as indicated by symbol (*). 


Egypt 

Dried human plasma, sterile, 1,020 
units of two 500-cc. flasks per unit with 
apparatus; dried human plasma, sterile, 
1,770 units of two 250-cc. flasks per unit 
with apparatus; polysaccharide (plasma 
solution), 50 units of two 500-cc. flasks 
per unit with apparatus; and polyvinyl 
pyrrolidine (plasma solution), 19,650 
units of three 500-cc. flasks per unit 
with apparatus. 

Bids invited until May 21 by the 
Director of Stores, Egyptian Ministry 
of Health, Cairo. Bids must be sub- 
mitted through an agent established in 
Egypt and must be accompanied by a 
provisional deposit of 2 percent of the 
value of the contract.* 


Greece 


Nitrogenous fertilizers, 50,000 metric 
tons; and potassium fertilizers, 5,000 
metric tons; bids invited until May 16 
by the Agricultural Bank of Greece, 
Permanent Supply Division, Athens.* 


India 
Supply of 132-kv. and 33-kv. discon- 


Capital Wanted for Coffee 
Plantation in Cameroons 


Approximately US$17,000 in invest- 
ment capital is desired by Madame Paul 
Teuliere for development of a coffee 
plantation located in the Township of 
Nkongsamba, French Cameroons, 

The property, consisting of 125 hec- 
tares (1 hectare=2.471 acres) of which 
approximately 40 hectares is under cul- 
tivation, requires reconditioning for an 
expansion of the area under cultivation. 
The site includes a manor house, work- 
ers’ quarters, and other buildings, and 
adjoining the property is a processing 
plant which is available for lease. 

Supplemental data, including draw- 
ings of the property, specifications, and 
descriptive data, are available for re- 
view on loan from the Investment De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department* of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Interested firms also are invited to 
correspond direct with Mme. Teuliere, 
10 rue Jean Dolfus, Paris 18eme, 
France, 








necting switches for Panchet Hill power 
station and extensions to various 132- 
kv. grid substations; bids invited until 
June 13 by the Controller of Stores, 
Damodar Valley Corporation, Anderson 
House, Alipore, Calcutta 27.* 


Supply of 75-ton indoor electric over- 
head traveling crane with auxiliary 
hoist of 15-ton capacity, complete with 
runway conductors and necessary parts 
for Munirabad powerhouse, Electricity 
Department, Government of Mysore, 
Bangalore; bids invited until June 10 by 
the Secretary, Stores Purchase Com- 
mittee, Asiatic Buildings, Kempegowda 
Road, Bangalore 9, S. India.* 


Copies of specification No. E. D. 1501, 
Section 6, may be obtained from the 
secretary, af the given address, for 40 
rupees, or US$8.40, a set. 


Supply of six 3-channel repeaters in- 
cluding spare parts and additional 
tubes; eight 12-channel telegraph ter- 
minals; 100 highpass and 30 lowpass 
filters; 500 desk and wall telephones, 
magnetic and automatic including spare 
parts; fifty 6-volt 7-ampere rectifiers 
and fifty 12-volt 2-ampere rectifiers. 

Offers invited until June 19 by the 
Director of Procurement Department, 
Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs, 
Tehran.* Further infermation including 
specifications and contract terms are 
available at the Iranian Embassy, 3005 
Massachusetts Avenue, Washington 25, 
D..c, 


(Continued on page 20) 





Northern Ireland Textile 
Concern Offers Patent 


Ulster Laces, Ltd., established manu- 
facturer of lace and embroidery, seeks 
a licensing arrangement with a U. S. 
textile manufacturer using hand em- 
broidery looms. 


The firm is interested in supplying 
patents, processes, and techniques on a 
new device it has recently developed 
for the complete mechanization of 
threading machines for hand embroid- 
ery looms. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond direct with R. Bloch, director 
of the firm, at Loughgall Road, Porta- 
down, Northern Ireland. 
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Bridge To Be Constructed in Australia 


Tenders are invited by the Department of Main Roads, New South 
Wales, Australia, for construction of a steel and reinforced concrete 
bridge over the Parramatta River at Gladesville, near Sydney. 

The bridge will be 1,901 feet 6 inches long, and will have 9 spans 
with a center span of 740 feet rising 120 feet above the river. 


The project will require about 8,500 
tons of structural and reinforcing steel, 


19,000 yards of reinforced and mass 
concrete, 15,300 square yards of wear- 
ing surface concrete (roadway), and 
170 tons of hand railing. 


The tender calls for supply, delivery, 
erection in place, and protective treat- 
ment of all metalwork including paint- 
ing; controls and electrical equipment 
for operation and maintenance; con- 
struction of caissons, piers and abut- 
ments, concrete approach spans, and 
concrete desk; fitting of handrails, 
installation of lighting fixtures; and all 
other work necessary to make the 
bridge ready for highway traffic. 

The whole work is to be completed 
within 182 weeks from the date the 
contract is awarded. If a U.S. contractor 
is-the successful bidder special arrange- 
ments would be required to convert 
payment into dollars as payment would 
normally be in Australian currency. 


Prospective bidders may obtain ad- 
ditional information from the Secretary, 
Department of Main Roads, Box No. 
3903 G.P.O., Sydney, Australia. One set 
of plans and specifications and tender 
forms are available for reference at the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 





Subsurface Exploration 
Planned in Iraq 


Tenders are invited for sub- 
surface exploration of the site of 
a grain silo to be constructed on 
the bank of the Shatt-al-Arab 
river near Basra, Iraq. 


The work includes subsurface 
drilling on land from ground sur- 
face and on water from mean low 
tide to a depth of 150 feet as well 
as laboratory testing of soil sam- 
ples taken from drill holes. 

Tenders, accompanied by a 
guaranty deposit of $5,600, will be 
accepted until May 30 by the 
President of the Grain Board, 
Ministry of Economics, Mirjan 
Building, South Gate, Baghdad. 
Copies of the tender documents 
may be obtained from Tibbets-Ab- 
bett-McCarthy-Stratton, 62 West 
47th Street, New York, consulting 
engineers for the project. The 
price of the tender documents is 
$14. 














Belgian Firm Wants To 
Make Beauty Products 


Compex, S. A., a Belgian company 
manufacturing feedstuffs, importer, 
wholesaler, and exporter of raw ma- 
terials for the manufacture of feed- 
stuffs, wishes to adapt its manufac- 
turing facilities to include a U. S. line 
of beauty products. 

The firm seeks a licensing arrange- 
ment with a U. S. firm to manufacture 
these products in Belgium. According 
to the firm, a good market potential 
for beauty preparations exists in that 
country. 

The plant reportedly contains new 
feedstuff milling and mixing machinery 
which could be utilized for the manu- 
facture of other products. Located at 
Schoten, 4 miles from the downtown 
section of Antwerp, along the Albert 
Canal, the plant is said to cover 550 
square meters. Facilities, according to 
the manager of the firm, include a 
private railroad siding with the Belgian 
National Railways which enables the 
firm to load merchandise directly onto 
railroad cars. 


Photographs showing the inside and 
outside views of the Compex plant are 
available for review on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, VU. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. Interested firms are invited 
to correspond direct with Compex, 
S. A., 40 Metropolestraat, Schoten near 
Antwerp, Belgium. 


Bid Deadline Extended on 
Insulator Plant in India 


The deadline for submission of bids 
covering construction in Patna of a 
2,400-ton-a-year porcelain electric in- 
sulator plant has been extended to 
July 1 by the Director of Industries, 
Province of Bihar, India. 

The performance bond to be furnished 
by the successful bidder has been re- 
duced to 200,000 rupees, or approximate- 
ly US$42,000. 

This project was described in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, April 8, 1957, page 
10. 





= = 


Venezuelan imports of table-stock po- 
tatoes were only 124,000 bags for the 
first 11 months of 1956, compared with 
a 1951-55 average of 705,500 bags, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 


Bedside Table Offered 
By British Inventor 


Godfrey Josiah Wedgewood, - British 
inventor and designer of an electric 
bedside table, wishes to negotiate with 
a U. S. firm manufacturing furniture 
or electrical accessories for the outright 


sale—or a licensing arrangement on a 
royalty basis for worldwide marketing 
—of his invention. 

The invention, The Wedgood, de. 
scribed as a 20th Century all-electric 
bedside table for daily needs, is par. 
ticularly useful for persons confined to 
bed for long periods. It reportedly con. 
sists of a clear easily cleaned tabletop 
free of encumbrances, a mirror, electric 
clock, night light, thermometer to gage 
room temperature, bedside light, radio 
set, photograph frame, bookshelf, ash- 
tray, drawer, bell push, socket for an 
electric razor or blanket, etc. The 
inventor states that additions and re. 
movals may be made to suit the indi- 
vidual’s requirements. 

The inventor holds British patent 
rights to the invention process. Supple- 
mental data, including a photograph 
and rough sketch of the bedside table, 
are available for review on loan from 
the Investment Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. §, 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. Interested firms also are in- 
vited to correspond direct with Godfrey 
Josiah Wedgewood, White Sails, Fair- 
light Cove, Nr. Hastings, Sussex, 





W. German Invention 


Offered U. S. Buyer 


G. H. Sachsenroeder, inventor and 
parchment factory owner, seeks U, S. 
capital assistance, licensee, or  pur- 
chaser for an invention described as a 
machine for making any thread or yarn 
into a knot pneumatically—compressed 
air or vacuum—at very high speed. 

According to the inventor, the system 
can be used in many industries for any 
kind of knot, such as the textile, carpet, 
harvesting, and packing industries. The 
inventor is said to have successfully 
utilized the new method in a machine 
for knotting artificial casings for clos- 
ing stuffed sausage with binding yarn. 

Patent applications for both the 
method and machine are pending in 
many cormntries, and the _ inventor, 
though particularly interested in selling 
the patent outright, will grant licenses 
for production of the machine in the 
United States. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond in English or German with G. H. 
Sachsenroeder, 305 Fr. Engels-Allee, 
Wuppertal-Barmen, Germany. 


World Trade Week, May 19-25. 
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World Trade Directory 
Reports Available 


® World Trade Directory reports 

on private foreign firms or indi- 
yiduals mentioned in the World 
Trade Leads department of For- 
eign Commerce Weekly are avail- 
able to qualified U. S. firms—or 
f will be prepared on request— 
& through the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign & 
Commerce, U. S. Department of § 

Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., 
§ for $1 each. The reports also may 
be obtained through the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices. - 

Requests for these reports © 
should include the names and & 
addresses of the firms or indi- 
viduals. 

The information given ina @ 
World Trade Directory report @ 
usually includes lines of goods 
handled, operation methods, size 
of business, capital, sales volume, 
trade and financial reputation, and # 
other pertinent business informa- 
tion. 






























Welsh Producer Seeks 
Licensing Agreement 


Edward Curran Engineering, Ltd., 
manufacturer of furnaces, pickling and 
washing plants, machine tools and 
power presses, shell cases, enameled 
domestic hollow ware, and importer of 
raw materials including copper, zinc, 
and chemicals, seeks a_ licensing or 
financial arrangement with a U. S. firm 
to manufacture in the United Kingdom 
earthmoving equipment, open-cast or 
deep-mining equipment, steelworks 
plant, etc. The firm wishes to export 
this equipment to the Commonwealth 
and soft-currency areas. 

Basil Curran, director of the firm, 
was scheduled to arrive in the United 
States May 6 for a visit of several 
weeks. Firms interested in discussing 
the proposal of the Edward Curran 


Engineering, Ltd., are invited to address 
their requests to Mr. Curran, c/o Hotel 
Roosevelt, Madison Avenué and 45th 
Street, New York City. Correspondence 
also may be directed to the firm at 
Cardiff, Wales. 

Supplemental data concerning the 
company’s activities are available for 
review on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 





World Trade Week, May 19-25. 
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Netherlands Road Roller 
Firm Asks Joint Venture 


Hovers Constructie N. V., manufac- 
turer of universal excavators, cranes, 
and patented duorollers for roads, 
would like to interest a U. S. firm in a 
joint-venture operation for the manu- 
facture of earthmoving and roadbuild- 
ing equipment. 

The firm wishes to negotiate either 
with a U. S. manufacturer of related 
products to produce in the United 
States the road roller for which the 
company holds world patents, or a 
U. S. firm interested in establishing a 
subsidiary in the Netherlands for the 
distribution of its production on the 
European and other export markets. 

The company’s patented rollers, man- 
ufactured under the trade name, Duo- 
roller, are equipped with scrapers on 
front rolls and rear wheels, and with a 
water sprinkling system. The Nether- 
lands company also will consider the 
direct sale of its patent, or an arrange- 
ment for the manufacture on a licensing 
basis. The U. S. patent -number is 
2612090. 

An illustrated leaflet describing the 
Duoroller is available for review on 
loan from the Investment Development 
Division, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Representatives of the Netherlands 
company are scheduled to arrive in the 
United States soon. Firms may address 
inquiries to the Netherlands Industrial 
Institution, the Chemical Corn Exchange 
Bank, New York 17, N. Y. 





British Engineering Firm 
Seeks Patents, Know-How 


The Premier Lamp & Engineering 
Co., Ltd., manufacturer of acetylene 
mining lamps, liquid soap dispensers, 
gasoline filler tubes, and other light- 
metal products for the motor and elec- 
trical trades, is interested in expanding 
its facilities and for this purpose*seeks 
patents, processes, and techniques to 
manufacture U. S. products’ which 
would find a ready market in the 
United Kingdom and Europe. 

In exchange the British firm offers 
royalty or profit-sharing payments, or 
would consider any other proposition 
suggested by the investor. 

The company reportedly has a mod- 
ern factory and office block with space 
for expansion, mechanical presses up 
to 50 tons, hand presses, capstan shop, 
toolroom, acid dipping and paint shops, 
and stores and packing departments, 
The firm is said to have capital avail- 
able for the proposed expansion, 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond with R. E, Parker, Secretary of 
the Premier Lamp & Engineering Co., 
Ltd., Pleco Works, Barras Garth Road, 
Leeds 12, England. 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business con- 
nections in the United States. 

While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good re- 
pute, the Department of Commerce 
cannot assume responsibility for any 
transactions undertaken with these 
firms. The usual precautions should be 
taken; all transactions are subject to 
prevailing laws and regulations in this 
country and abroad. 

Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, pricelists, or samples is avail- 
able as indicated by symbol (*). Firms 
domiciled in the United States may ob- 
tain this material on loan from the 
Trade Opportunity Section, Trade De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Botanical Drugs 

Egypt 
Egyptian Import & Export Agency 

(export merchant), Osiris Bldg., Kasr 

el Doubara, Cairo, wishes to export 

direct or through agent spearmint and 

peppermint leaves. 


Clocks 


Sweden 

Panorama Handelsfirma (importer of 
watches, watch, and clock parts, and 
watch chains; manufacturer, exporter 
of ornamental wall clocks, wall candle 
holders, and mirror frames), Vaster- 
gatan 22, Malmo C, wishes to export 
handcarved ornamental wall clocks 
made of lime tree, mahogany, teak tree, 
and gilt handled. The clock works are 
of German manufacture. Illustrated 
leaflets and pricelist available.* 


Clothing 


Ireland 

Simplex Brace & Tie Co., Ltd. (im- 
porter of tie silks for own use; manu- 
facturer, exporter of neckwear, braces, 
and belts for men), 15 Montague St., 
Dublin, wishes to export direct large 
quantities of medium- to high-quality 
men’s neckties made in rayon, wool, 
Irish tweed, and silk, 


Israel 

PAMEX, Artisans & Manufacturers 
Products Export Co., Ltd. (exporter of 
knitwear, jewelry, gifts, handmade 
shoes and leather products, gloves, 
rainwear, special machines), 16 Merkas 
Baalei Melacha St., or P. O. Box 4041, 
Tel Aviv, wishes to export direct or 
through regional agents in New York 
State, Illinois, California, Ohio, and 
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Washington, D. C., large quantities of 
high-quality woolen knitwear for in- 
fants, juniors, ladies, and men. 


Curios, Novelties, Handicraft 
India 

Inter-Island Trading Corp., Private, 
Ltd. (manufacturer, exporter of shell- 
craft novelties on cottage . industry 
basis), 143 Mahatma Gandhi Rd., Cal- 
cutta 7, wishes to export direct shell- 
craft novelties in dozen lots. Illustrated 
and descriptive leaflets with price infor- 
mation available.* 


Israel 

PAMEX, Artisans & Manufacturers 
Products Export Co., Ltd. (exporter of 
knitwear, jewelry, gifts, handmade 
shoes and leather products, gloves, rain- 
wear, special machines), 16 Merkas 
Baalei Melacha St., or P. O. Box 4041, 
Tel Aviv, wishes to export direct or 
through regional agents in New York 
State, Illinois, California, Ohio, and 
Washington, D. C., large quantities of 
metal gift articles and olive wood pro- 
ducts, including ashtrays, flower vases, 
fruit bowls, and costume jewelry. 


Sweden 

Panorama Handelsfirma (importer of 
watches, watch and clock parts, and 
watch chains; manufacturer, exporter 
of ornamental wall clocks, wall candle 
holders, and mirror frames), Vaster- 
gatan 22, Malmo C, wishes to export 
handcarved wall candle hollers of line 
tree—gilt handled, 23% carats, Illus- 
trated leaflet available.* 
Wales 

Art & Craft Supplies (Swansea) Ltd. 
(manufacturer, exporter of Welsh 
dressed dolis and art and craft sup- 
plies), 11 Alexandra Rd., Swansea, 


wishes to export direct or preferably 
through a wholesale selling @gent at a 
fixed wholesale price large quantities of 
plastic sleeping dolls dressed in genuine 
Welsh woven flannel in _ traditional 
Welsh costumes and hats. The sleeping 
dolls are of various sizes and of first- 
quality materials. 


Cutlery 


Italy 

Fratelli Veronesi di G. (manufactur- 
er, exporter), Via Marsala 42, Brescia, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agents 5,000 units monthly of cutlery 
(knives, forks, and spoons), nutcrack- 
ers, poultry shears, and corkscrews, 
made of steel, stainless steel, and brass. 
Illustrated and descriptive leaflet avail- 
able.* 


Designs and Drawings 
England 


Drawing Service (Surrey), Ltd. 
(draftsmen), 93 High St., Esher, Sur- 
rey, wishes to export direct or through 
agent design details and drawings of 
special-purpose machines and plants in 
the mechanical, electromechanical, 
chemical, paper trades, and farm im- 
plement fields. Production drawings 
also made from clients’ prototype 
models. 


Fishmeal 
French West Africa 


Paul Matter (export, merchant, brok- 
er, and wholesaler), 8 avenue de La 
Republique, Dakar, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agents 10,000 metric 
tons—to be distributed through 1957— 
of fish meal in bags of 46 kg. each, with 
the following specifications: Protein 
60% min., humidity 10% max., fats 





investment in 


CUBA 


a Bureau of Foreign Commerce handbook 


for U. $. businessmen on: 


Cuba as a field for investment . . . economic conditions 
» « + natural resources . . . government and business . . . 
organization of business . . . agriculture . . . mining and 
manufacturing . . . labor . . . taxes and finance... 
marketing . . . transportation and communications . . . 


foreign trade. 


$1.25 


from U. $. Department of Commerce Field Offices, or 
from the Superintendent of Documents, U. $. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 








—— 


10% max., sand 2% max., and salt 2% 
max. 


Foodstuffs 
Cuba 


Compania Importadora Masonis, S.A, 
“The American Grocery” (importer, 
wholesaler, retailer of fancy groceries 
and candy; exporter of native fruit 
pastes, preserves, marmalades, and simi. 
lar items), Neptuno 505 or P. O. Box 
727, Havana, wishes to export direct or 
through agent approximately 500 boxes 
of each of the following groups: Guaya, 
tamarind, mammee, coconut, SOUrSOp, 
and sweetsop cream—24 No. 1 cans or 
6 No. 6 cans to each box; papaya, pine. 
apple, guava, and orange preserves—%4 
No. 1 or No. 2% cans, also in 1-qt. glass 
jars; watermelon, pineapple, and grape. 
fruit juice—24 No. 1 or No. 2% cans; 
and marmalades—24 No. 1 cans or § 
No. 6 cans, also in 1-qt. glass jars, 


Denmark 

Fengers Konservesfabrik (canner and 
wholesaler of fruits and vegetables), 
Haarby, Fyn, wishes to export through 
one agent covering the territory east 
of the Mississippi and one agent cover- 
ing the western territory and particu. 
larly interested in establishing connec. 
tions with chain stores for high-quality 
whole cleaned mushrooms in brine pack- 
ed in cans weighing 35 oz. each, of 
which 17% oz. is dry matter. 


Italy 

Attila Brindani (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), Borgo G. Tommasini 9, Parma, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent, 1 for Pacific area and 1 for At- 
lantic area, 100 tons monthly of first- 
and second-grade cheese and processed 
meat. Pricelist available.* 
Taiwan 

Sun Tong Trading Co. (export-com- 
mission merchant, wholesaler), 68 Min 
Law St., Taipei, wishes to export direct 
or through agent about 500 cases 
monthly of canned bamboo shoots, each 
case containing 6 to 40 cans of different 
sizes; canned pineapple, each case con- 
taining 6 to 96 cans of different sizes. 


Footwear 


India 

Cooper Allen and North West Tan- 
nery Branches, British India Corp, 
Ltd. (manufacturer, exporter, whole- 
saler of vegetable tanned leather, 
chrome tanned leather, military and 
civilian footwear, travel requisites, in- 
dustrial leather, harness and saddlery, 
and rubber products for the shoe indus- 
try), P. O. Box No. 6, Kanpur, Uttar 
Pradesh, wishes to export direct or 
through regional agents, 1 for Atlantic 
area and 1 for Pacific area, leather foot- 
wear of all types for men, women, and 
children. Capacity: 5,000 pairs daily. 
Catalog and pricelist available.* 


Harnesses and Saddlery 
India : 
Cooper Allen and North West Tan- 
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nery Branches, British India Corp. Ltd. 
(see preceding item for type of firm), 
p, O. Box No. 6, Kanpur, Uttar Pra- 
desh, wishes to export direct or through 
regional agents, 1 for Atlantic area and 
1 for Pacific area, large quantities of 
jeather saddles and harnesses. Catalog 
with price information available.* 


industrial Equipment 
England 

Revvi, Ltd. (manufacturer), 70 Black- 
stock Road, Finsbury Park, London, N. 
4, wishes to export direct or through 
agent. wall-washing machines, to wash 
wall surfaces without splash or drip, 
with water plus detergent, fed to ab- 
sorbent pads under pressure through 
hose from a manually-operated air 
pump. Descriptive pamphlet available.* 
industrial Leather 
India 

Cooper Allen and North West Tan- 
nery Branches, British India Corp., 
Ltd. (manufacturer, exporter, whole- 
saler of vegetable tanned leather, 
chrome tanned leather, military and 
civilian footwear, travel requisites, in- 
dustrial leather, harness and saddlery, 
and rubber prducts for the shoe indus- 
try), P. O. Box No. 6, Kanpur, Uttar 
Pradesh, wishes to export direct or 
through agent, 1 for Atlantic area and 
1 for Pacific area, leather belting, pick- 
ing bands, washers, laces, straps, fillets, 
aprons, industrial gloves, etc.—capacity 
2,000 lbs. daily. Catalog available.* 


instruments: Scientific, Professional 
Netherlands 


Technisch Handels Bureau Van Dren- 
them Export Agencies (manufacturer, 
exporter of electric equipment such as 
resistors, transformers, high-tempera- 
ture ovens, etc.), 98 Valeriusstraat, The 
Hague, wishes to export through agent, 
1 for Atlantic area and 1 for Pacific 
area, high-quality high-frequency oscill- 
emeters for titrations in chemical lab- 
oratories. Descriptive folders of the 
products of this firm being printed in 
English and soon will be available from 
the Netherlands firm. 


Switzerland 

Stoppani A. G. (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 29 Koenizstrasse, Bern, wishes 
to export direct high-quality electro- 
mechanical and mechanical precision in- 
struments, including anemometers, 


meteorological instruments, dial indi- 
cators, fleximeters, clinometers, tele- 
meters, limnographs, and_ electrical 
equipment, 

Jewelry 

Israel 


PAMEX, Artisans & Manufacturers 
Products Export Co., Ltd. (exporter of 


knitwear, jewelry, gifts, handmade 
shoes and leather products, gloves, rain- 
wear, special machines), 16 Merkas 


Baalei Melacha St., or P. O. Box 4041, 
Tel Aviv, wishes to export direct or 
through regional agents in New York 


May 13, 1957 





Italian Patent for Juice 
Purification Offered 


A patent on a centrifuge to pur- 
ify fruit juices, either on a li- 
censing basis or by direct sale to 
a U. S. firm, is offered by Salva- 
tore Carlo Giuffre, owner of the 
firm, S. C. Giuffre, of Messina, 
Italy. 


According to Sr. Giuffre, the in- 
vention consists of a rotating cyl- 
inder and agitator, which, by the 
action of the latter, removes. the 
impurities from the juice. The 
purified juice then passes from the 
rotating cylinder into a second 
nonrotating cylinder for transfer 
into storage containers. 

Details of this invention are 
available upon request to Sr. 
Giuffre at via 27 Luglio 49, Mes- 
sina, Italy. 











State, IDlinois, California, Ohio, and 
Washington, D, C., large quantities of 
handmade jewelry of gold, silver, and 
platinum, including rings, bracelets, 
pins, and brooches, stamped with con- 
tent of precious metal. 


Lamp Bases 
Brazil 


Abatjours, Decoracoes e Objetos Ar- 
tisticos, Ltda. (manutacturer of lamp 
shades and wooden lamp bases), Rua 
Miguel Lemos 44, 7th floor s.703/4, Rio 
de Janeiro, wishes to export direct 
wooden lamp bases with appearance of 
being handcarved and. painted. 


Leather 
India 


Cooper Allen and North West Tan- 
nery Branches, British India Corp., Ltd. 
(manufacturér, exporter, wholesaler of 
vegetable tanned leather, chrome 
tanned leather, military and civilian 
footwear, travel requisites, industrial 
leather, harness and saddlery, and rub- 
ber products for the shoe industry), 
P. O. Box No. 6, Kanpur, Uttar Pra- 
desh, wishes to export direct or through 
agent, 1 for Atlantic area and 1 for 
Pacific area, chrome tanned cow upper 
leather—capacity 20,000 sq. ft. daily. 
Pricelist available.* 


Luggage 
India 


Cooper Allen and North West Tan- 
nery Branches, British India Corp., Ltd. 
(see preceding item for type of busi- 
ness), P. O. Box No. 6, Kanpur, Uttar 
Pradesh, wishes to export direct or 
through agent, 1 for Atlantic area and 
1 for Pacific area, traveling requisites 
including leather, fiberboard, and rex- 
ine suitcases; airway suitcases; attache 
cases; and ladies’ handbags. Capacity, 


100 suitcases or equivalent daily. Liter- 
ature and pricelist available,.* 
Lumber 
Colombia 

Crump & Cia. Ltda. (export mer- 
chant), Calle 13, No. 13-05, Bogota, 
wishes to export direct large quantities 
of tropical hardwood lumber especially 
for use as floorboards—unfinished lum- 
ber or cut to importers’ specifications. 


Machine Tools 
ltaly e 
CAMUT (Cappabianca Macchine 


Utensili Torino) (manufacturer, whole- 
saler, exporter), 42 Via Nicola Fabrizi, 
Turin, wishes to export direct or 
through agent its production of special 
surface grinders and machine tools. 
Catalogs available.* 


Musical Instruments 


Italy ¢ 
Kalison di Angelo Benicchio & C. 
(manufacturer, exporter, wholesaler of 
brass, wind, and percussion instru- 
ments), Via Privata Acerenza 6, Milan, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent 400 units monthly of very good 
quality band and orchestra instruments. 
Illustrated leaflets available.* 


Packing Materials 


Netherlands 

N. V. Emballagefabrieken & Houthan- 
del (manufacturer, exporter), 105 Sta- 
dionweg, Rotterdam, wishes to export 
direct a veneer laminated with paper 
known as cellobois, a tasteless, odorless, 
and water resistant packing material 
which can be shaped into boxes of all 
sizes—and which is reported to be ideal 
for packing soft fruits and other fresh 
foods. The firm also can supply com- 
pletely finished boxes, prefolded boxes 
in sheets and unfinished  cellobois 
sheets. - 


Plastic Products 


Germany 

G. H. Sachsenroeder (manufacturer, 
exporter of special parchment paper 
and cardboard, vulcanized fiber espe- 
cially for technical purposes, artificial 
gut for the meat goods industry, ma- 
terial from refined cellulose and com- 
binations with other plastic materials— 
particularly noiseless machine elements 
such as gears, cog wheels, V-belt 
pulleys, and slides—produced from this 
material by a press process which coats 
the material), 305 Fr.-Engelis-Allee, 
Wuppertal-Barmen, wishes to export | 
direct or through agent pressed plastic 
articles. Descriptive leaflets in German 
with pricelist available.* 


Sporting Goods 
Pakistan 

Bashir Jamil & Bros. (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, exporter), Mujahid Rd, 


Sialkot City, wishes to export direct or 
through agent sporting goods, including 
tennis and badminton rackets, footballs, 
volley balls, and cricket bats. 
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Pipeline Wanted 
In India 


Tenders are invited until May 
21 by the India Supply Mission 
for a pipeline in India to transport 
crude oil a distance of 50 miles 
with alternates for 350 and 820 
miles. 

Line pipe for the project will be 
12-, 16-, and 20-inch internal diam- 
eter, 1,000 p.s.i., meeting British 
or nearest Federal specifications. 

Further information, specifica- 
tions, and tender forms may be 
obtained from the India Supply 
Mission, 2536 Massachusetts Ave- 
nue N.W., Washington 8, D. C. 











Stationery 
Switzerland 
Couvertfabrik Seetal A.-G. (manu- 
facturer, exporter), Seon, Canton 


Aargau, wishes to export through re- 
gional agents or possibly through de- 
partment stores, chain stores, and/or 
mail-order houses, large quantities of 
envelopes and fancy boxes of stationery 
of high-quality white paper—inside sur- 
face of envelopes in fancy colors. Size 
of envelopes is that most currently used, 
however, firm is willing to adapt qual- 


ity, size, color, etc., to requirements of 
U. S. market. 


Steel Pipes 


Germany 

Benteler-Werke AG., Stahlrohrwerk 
Neuhaus (manufacturer, exporter), 
Neuhaus/Krs. Paderborn, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through regional agents 
large quantities of welded and seamless 
eold-drawn precision steel pipes. De- 
scriptive leaflet available.* 


Tableware 
Germany 
Wilhelm Binder Gm.b.H. (manu- 
facturer, exporter), 7 Ackergasse, 


Schwaebisch Gmuend, wishes to export 
direct or through regional agents, one 
each for the Chicago, New York, San 
Francisco or entire California, and 
Texas areas, large quantities of sterling 
silver and silverplated tableware, in- 
cluding ashtrays, vases, trays, dishes, 
bowls, cigar and cigarette cases, coffee 
sets, and candlesticks. Catalog avail- 
able.* 


Targets 
Germany 

Hans Johannsen Maschinenfabrik 
(manufacturer), Battenberg/Eder, 
wishes to appoint a U. S. representative 
or agent for the sale of automatic tar- 
gets for rifie clubs, peace officer prac- 
tice ranges, and either indoor or out- 


door targets for revolver and rifie 
practice, 


Toys and Games 


France 

Garnier Freres Etablissements (man- 
ufacturer, exporter), Tulle, Correze, 
wishes to export direct or through 


agent large quantities of good-quality 
toys and games, including decorated 
educational building blocks, checker 
and backgammon boards, Pope Joan 
card games, wooden construction blocks, 
and related articles, Catalog in French 
available.* 


Varnish 
Italy 

IMPER Ing. A. Schieroni & Figli 
(manufacturer, exporter), 131-133 Via 


Lanzo, Turin, wishes to export direct or 
through agent special varnishes to 
protect machinery, equipment, furni- 
ture, walls, etc., from chemical and 
atmospheric agents such as sea water, 
salt, wood corrosion, moisture, and 
smoke stains. Descriptive pamphlets 
available.* 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Agricultural Machinery 
Italy 


Studio Tecnico Agrario Commerciale 
Dr. A. Bianchi, s.r.]. (importing distrib- 
utor), Corso di Porta Romana 93, 
Milan, wishes to purchase all types of 
agricultural machinery. 





Agricultural Products 
Italy 


Studio Tecnico Agrario Commerciale 
Dr. A. Bianchi, s.r.l. (importing distrib- 
utor), Corso di Porta Romana 93, Milan, 
wishes to purchase seeds, feedstuffs, 
fertilizers, insecticides, and fungicides. 


Building Tiles 
New Zealand 


J. & F. Moreton & Co. (importing 
distributor), 8 Ngaio Rd., Kaiwarra, 
Wellington, wishes to purchase and 


seeks agency from U. S. manufacturers 
for ceramic wall and floor tiles, mosaics, 
and building ceramics. Firm wishes full 
size samples forwarded with offer. 


Burlap Sacking 


Union of South Africa 

Industrial Enterprises (Pty.), Ltd. 
(holding company owning two bag man- 
ufacturing mills), P. O. Box 19, Jacobs, 
Natal, wishes to purchase burlap sack- 
ing, 10-11 oz., polyethylene sprayed, 
suitable for making bags for the local 


sugar trade. Firm wishes samples 
before placing order. 

Chemicals 

Taiwan 

Sun Tong Trading Co. (importer, 


manufacturer’s agent, commission mer- 
chant), 68 Min Law St., Taipei, wishes 
to purchase direct and seeks agency for 
chemicals of superior quality. Descrip- 
tive literature, catalogs, and pricelists 
desired by firm. 


Machinery 
Denmark 


Chr. Petersen (manufacturer’s agent), 
68 Ny Carlsbergvej, Copenhagen, wishes 
to purchase direct from VU. S. mam. 
facturers new and improved types of 
machinery for the tire retreading i. 
dustry, including rolling machines for 
camelback manufacture and machines 
for peeling, buffing, brushing, testing, 
and balancing. 


India 

Jwala Fabrics, Ltd. (manufacturer of 
tents and ready-to-wear garments), 
P. O. Jwalanagar, Rampur, U.P., wishes 
to purchase direct complete plants, one 
each for the manufacture of hand sew. 
ing machine needles, knitting machine 


needles, and automotive and flashlight 
bulbs. 


Pulp and Paper 
Taiwan 


Sun Tong Trading Co. (importer, 
manufacturer’s agent, commission mer- 
chant), 68 Min Law St., Taipei, wishes 
to purchase direct and obtain agency 
from U. S. manufacturers of pulp, espe- 
cially kraft pulp of superior quality. 
Catalogs and pricelists are desired by 
firm. 


Roadbuilding Equipment 
Finland 

Korpivaara Oy (importing distributor, 
manufacturer’s agent), Mannerheimin- 
tie 5, Helsinki, wishes to purchase di- 
rect and seeks agency for roadbuilding 


tractors—four-wheel drive, diesel en- 
gine, from 3 to 5 tons. 
Sulfur 
India 

Velji N. Thakker (importer, exporter, 
wholesaler), 195 Station Rd., Laxmi 


Nivas, Vadala, Bombay 31, wishes to 
purchase direct crude sulfur: bright yel- 
low, powder, 99.5% purity on the dry 
basis; free from arsenic, selenium, and 
tellurium. 


Well Drilling Machinery 
Italy 

Geom. Achille Ghiberti (public works’ 
contractor), 14 Via Mazzini, Villastel- 
lone, Turin Province, wishes to purchase 
direct special machinery and equipment 
for drilling water wells: grab system; 
diameter, 1,000 to 1,500 millimeters; 
depth, 100 to 200 meters. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Automotive Equipment 


Mexico 

Miguel Moreno S. (manufacturer's 
agent), Calle de Bogota No. 689, Co- 
lonia Lindavista, Mexico, D.F., wishes 
to obtain agency for automobile and 
truck parts, motor components, carbu- 
retors, clutch disk linings, brake parts, 
special tools, and electrical equipment; 
as well as automobile and truck acces- 
sories. 
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, 
Union of South Africa 
A. Blomson (manufacturer’s repre- 
sentative), 301/2 Abdelsohns Bldgs., 


94 Sir Lowry Rd., Cape Town, seeks 
agency for infants and juvenile wearing 
apparel, including orlon knitted outer- 
wear and children’s dresses. 


Cotton 
Italy a 

Ernesto Bossi (commission —mer- 
chant), Via Tavecchia 29, Rho, Milan, 
seeks agency for raw cotton—good Mid- 
dling Memphis 1.1/16”, 1,000 to 2,000 
bales annually; strict Middling 1.3/32", 
11/16”, 1.1/32”, 1”, 2,000 bales annual- 
ly; Middling 1”, 1,000 to 1,500 bales 
annually. 


Drugs 

Syria 
Nuruddin Issa (importing distribu- 

tor), P. O. B. 952, Azizieh St., Aleppo, 

wishes to obtain agency for drugs. 


Electrical Appliances 


Rhodesia and Nysaland, Fed. of 

Markitex (C.A.) Pvt., Ltd. (confirm- 
ing house, manufacturers agent), 413 
Pockets Bldgs., Stanley Ave., Salisbury, 
seeks agency for household electricial 
appliances, 


Foodstuffs 


British W est Indies 

A. S. Bryden & Sons (Trinidad), Ltd. 
(importing distributor, manufacturer’s 
agent, commission merchant), 3 Aber- 
cromby St. (P. O. Box 607), Port of 
Spain, Trinidad, seeks agency for can- 
ned fruits and vegetables. 


Furniture 
Netherlands West Indies 


The Home of Tomorrow Inc. (Oc- 
tavio Cosster), (retailer, wholesaler, 
agent), Rodeweg 92, Willemstad, Cu- 
racao, seeks agency for all types of 


beds, bed springs, mattresses, and fur- 
niture for household use, 


Hardware 


Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Fed. of 
Markitex (C.A.) Pvt., Ltd. (confirm- 
ing house, manufacturer’s agent), 413 
Pockets Bldgs., Stanley Ave., Salisbury, 
seeks agency for builders’ hardware, 


Oils 
India 


Progress Traders (manufacturer’s 
agent, broker), 282 Abdul Rehman St., 
Bombay 3, wishes to obtain agency for 
pine oil of a standard, superior, and in- 
ferior qualities. 


Tableware 

Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Fed. of 
Markitex (C.A.) Pvt., Ltd. (confirm- 

ing house, manufacturer’s agent), 413 

Pockets Bldgs., Stanley Ave., Salisbury, 


seeks agency for cutlery, china, and 
glassware. 


Textiles 


Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Fed. of 

Markitex (C.A.) Pvt., Ltd. (confirm- 
ing house, manufacturer’s agent), 413 
Pockets Bldgs., Stanley Ave., Salisbury, 
seeks agency for textiles and fancy 
goods, 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Argentina 


Marcelino Ferreiro, representing 
Storer y Cia. S. A., Chacabuco 440, 
Buenos Aires, is interested in visiting 
factories having textile machinery, espe- 
cially hosiery, and seeks technical in- 
formation. Was scheduled to arrive 
April 29, via New York, for a month’s 
visit. U. S. address: c/o Argentine Con- 
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sulate, 12 W. 56th St., New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York and Atlantic City. 


Australia 


Mrs. Catherine Mary Williams, rep- 
resenting Coonan & Denlay (manufac- 
turer, exporter of caps), Albion & Nich- 
olds Sts., Surry Hills, Sydney, New 
South Wales, is interested in uniform 
and racing-cap manufacture and ma- 
chinery used in production. Scheduled 
to arrive June 6, via San Francisco, for 
a 3-month visit. U. S. address: c/o J. 
Dekinder, 15194 Charmeran Drive, 
Cambrian Park, Calif. Itinerary: San 
Francisco, New York, Chicago, and 
Boston. 


Belgium . 

Henry Dryon, representing Ateliers 
Heuzée, Malévez & Simon Reunis S. A. 
(manufacturer, exporter of material 
handling and lifting equipment; equip- 
ment for coal mines, glass works, and 
various industries; ore-treating equip- 
ment), 59 rue des Glaces, Auvelais, is 
interested in manufacturing under li- 
cense for U. S. firms machinery and 
equipment for cement plants, quarries, 


_mines, and steel mills, as well as ma- 


chinery for the plastic industry. Sched- 
uled to arrive early in June, via New 
York, for a 3-week visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Hotel Ambassador, 
Park Ave. and 5ist St., New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: Pittsburgh and Allentown 
(Pa.); Cleveland, Bedford, Warren, and 
Middletown, Ohio; Milwaukee; and Chi- 
cago. 


Chile 


Ricardo Labarca Benitez, represent- 
ing Sociedad Quimica Nacional, SOQU- 
INA, Agustinas 1121, Santiago, is in- 
terested in obtaining licensing priv- 
ilages from U. S. paint manufacturers 
for the manufacture of certain types of 
paint recently perfected. Scheduled to 
arrive in May, via New York, for a 
visit oi 6 to 8 weeks. U. S. address: 
c/o Beverly Hotel, 125 E. 50th St., New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York and 
Washington. 


Dominican Republic 


Eugenio Huot, general manager, Eu- 
genio Huot Agency (importer, whole- 
saler, retailer, commission merchant 
handling aluminum products, office sup- 
plies, paper products, tools, and general 
merchandise), 23 Arzobispo Nouel, Ciu- 
dad Trujillo, is interested in housewares, 
electrical appliances, kitchen utensils, 
hardware, crockery, and silverware, and 
desires to establish new business rela- 
tionships with U. S. firms, acting as lo- 
cal representative. Was scheduled to 
arrive April 30, via Miami, for a visit 
of 6 to 8 weeks. 

U. S. address: c/o Hotel Alamac, 
Broadway and Tist St., New York, 
N. Y. Itinerary: Miami, New York, 
Philadelphia, Chicago, and Milwaukee. 
England 


Robert C. Askew, representing Regent 
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Iron Foundry for Sale 
In England 


Platt Bros. & Co., Ltd., textile 
machinery*manufacturer and sub- 
sidiary of Textile Machinery 
Makers, Ltd., wishes to sell a 
mechanized iron foundry located 
in the Trafford Park area of 
Manchester, England. 


The foundry, known as Barton 
Foundry, reportedly makes cast- 
ings ranging from 20 pounds to 
1 ton and has a single-shift 
capacity of approximately 120 
tons a week. 

The plant is said to cover an 
area of approximately 90,000 
square feet and to have both road 
} and rail access. An ample supply 
of suitable labor is said to be 
available in the Trafford Park 
area of Manchester. 

Further details may be obtained 
from Platt Bros. & Co. Ltd, 
Hartford Works, Oldham, Eng- 
land. 











Leather Goods, Ltd, Spital Square, 
London, E. 1, is interested in a market 
for leather decument cases. Scheduled 
to arrive on June 2 via New York for a 
2-week visit. U. S. address: c/o U. S. 
Department of Commerce, 4th Floor, 
110 E. 45th St., New York, N. Y. Itiner- 
ary: New York. 

H. G. M. Brown, representing E. 
Brown & Son (wholesaler of radio, tele- 
vision, and electrical goods), 49 Friar 
St., Reading, Berkshire, is interested in 
meeting radio and television retailers 
in New York. Scheduled to arrive June 
14, via New York. U. S. address: c/o 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 4th 
Floor, 110 E. 45th St., New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York. 


France 


Lionel Hart, representing Plastlux, 12 
Boulevard Pierre Sola, Nice (Alpes 
Maritimes), 14 rue Meslay, Paris, is in- 
terested in plastics, appliances for plas- 
ties, and visiting firms and factories 
manufacturing garment and plastic 
bags. Scheduled to arrive during June 
via New York for a 10-day visit. U. S. 
address: c/o Department of Commerce, 
4th Floor, 110 E, 45th St., New York, 


N. Y. Itinerary: New York. 
Germany 
Erich Geistert, representing Union 


Modegrosshandel GmbH, 17 Bruecken- 
strasse, Koeln a. Rh., is interested in 
visiting textile wholesalers and mail 
order firms. He seeks technical infor- 
mation pertaining to operation methods, 
storage, sales and equipment of store 
. buildings. Scheduled to arrive May 15 
via New York for a 3-week visit. U. S. 
address: c/o Kirby, Block & Co. Inc., 
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128 W. 3ist St., New York 1, N. Y. 


Itinerary: New York and other large 
U. S. cities. 
Italy 


Giuseppe Garella, representing Lenci 
Corp. (manufacturer of dolls, stuffed 
animals, artistic ceramics, and giftware; 
wholesaler, exporter), 7 Via Cassini, 
Turin, is interested in exporting high- 
grade dolls, stuffed animals, artistic 
ceramics, and miscellaneous giftware 
to the United States, and seeks tech- 
nical information on the American 
market. Was scheduled to arrive May 
8 via San Francisco, for a 22-day visit. 
U. S. address: c/o Organizing Com- 
mittee of Italian Toy Fair, San Fran- 
cisco, Calif. Itinerary: San Francisco, 
May 8-22, and New York, May 23-30. 

Giovanni Della Libera, representing 
Lesa, S.P.A. (manufacturer of potentio- 
meters, record players, amplyfying in- 
stallations, electrical household appli- 
ances, telephonic equipment, small elec- 
tric motors), Via Bergamo 21, Milan, is 
interested in exporting to the United 
States electric vacuum cleaners and 
record players. Was scheduled to arrive 
April 23 via New York for a 20-day 
visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Hotel New Yorker, 
Eighth Ave. and 34th St., New York, 
N.- Y. Itinerary: New York. 


Lebanon 

Messrs. Artin Der Boghossian, and 
Bedros Parseghian, representing Der. 
Boghossian, Parseghian & Fils (im- 
porter, wholesaler, commission mer- 
chant), P.O. Box 178, Rue Maarad, 
Beirut, are interested in motor oils, 


eanned foods, and electrical household 
appliances. Scheduled to arrive the first 
week of June via New York for a 
2-month visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Paul Der Boghos- 
sian, 237 Blvd., Hasbrouck Heights, N. J. 
Itinerary: New York, Philadelphia, Chi- 
cago, Boston, and other trade centers. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Dt- 
vision has published the following 
new trade lists of which mimeo- 
graphed copies may be obtained 
by firms domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and from 
Department of Commerce Field 
Offices. The price is $2 a list for 
each country 

Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade 
and industry data collected in 
making the compilations 


Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration 
Equipment Importers and Dealers—Co- 
lombia. March 1957. 

Alcoholic Beverage Importers and 
Dealers—-Uruguay. March 1957. 


Boot and Shoe Importers and Dealers 
—Thailand. April 1957. 

Camera Manufacturers and Exporters 
—Japan. Mareh 1957. 


3 
Coffee and Cocoa Exporters—Tyjq 


dad. April 1957. 

Dry Goods and Clothing Importer 
and Dealers—Greece. March 1957, — 

Dry Goods and Clothing Importen 
and Dealers—Guatemala. April 19§7, 

Dry Goods and Clothing Importer 
and Dealers—Syria. April 1957. 

Hair and Bristle Importers, Dealers 
and Exporters—United Kingdom, Aprij 
1957. 

Hide, Skin, and Fur Importers, Deg) 
ers, and Exporters—Chile. March 1957, 

Instrument, Professional and Seige. 
tific Importers and Dealers—Denmar 
April 1957. 

Iron, Steel, and Building Material jm: 
porters and Dealers—Brazil. Marg 
1957. ‘- 

Iron, Steel, and Building Material Ig 
porters and Dealers—Pakistan. Math 
1957. ' 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation Im. 
porters and Dealers—Belgium. ‘Apri 
1957. 

Provision Importers and Dealers. 
British Guiana. April 1957. ; 

Provision Importers and Dealers— 
Chile. March 1957. 








Fertilizers, Traveling . .. 
(Continued from page 13) 
Iraq ' 

Railway spikes, 1,200,000 units, bid 
deadline May 17, Ref: EC 3 Iraq Rip 
Ren 548/1; turnouts, 30 sets, BS, @ 
R.F.B: rails, comprising switches, cross 
ings, closure rails, and fishplates, bi 
deadline May 24, Ref: EC3 Iraq Rijs 
Ren, 547/1; steel rails, 11,487, B.S. @ 
F.B. 39-foot lengths, and _fishplates, 
10,909 pairs, 23.35 pounds a pair and 
1,144 pairs, 19.25 pounds a pair, bi 
deadline May 30, Ref: EC3 Iraq Riys 
Ren. 549/1.* 

Bids invited by the Crown Agents fa 
Overseas Governments and Adminis 
trations, 4 Millbank, London, S.WL 
England, Bidding documents may b& 
obtained from the Director General 
Iraqi State Railways, Baghdad, for $14 
a set. 

Supply and delivery of pipe, pumps 
and tanks for the Dibis and Baghdad 
power stations, contract No. 15; bid 
invited until June 17 by the Ministry 
of Development, Baghdad, Information 
regarding this tender may be obtained 
from the Embassy of Iraq, 218 
Wyoming Avenue NW., Washington, 


D. C., or at the office of the consulting 
engineers, Electrobel-Traction and Ele 
tricite 1, Place du Trone, Brussels 
Belgium. 
New Zealand 

Circuit breakers, 16, 110-kilovolt, 


1,000- or 1,500-millivolt-ampere, 3-phase} 
bids invited until July 9 by the Hydro 
Electric Department, Wellington.* Spec 
ifications also are available from th 
New Zealand Government Trade Con 
missioner, 1145 19th Street NW, 
Washington, D. C. 
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Economic ... 
(Continued from page 7) 


open accounts showed a deficit of $12.6 
million. The payments excess was at- 
tributed to the sharp increase in 
imports, principally of iron and steel 
scrap, raw cotton, and sugar. The sus- 
taining effect of the invisibles account 
was reduced by a $15-million decline 
in special procurement receipts, com- 

with December, was largely 

1, and a $5-million decline in 
other invisible receipts. 

Payments for merchandise imports in 
January, $282 million, compared with 
$232 million in December were the 

t on record for any month since 
the end of World War II. Of the total 
semi-annual foreign exchange budget 
allocation of $2.13 billion for October 
1956 to March 1957, more than $2.1 
billion had been used by the end of 
January. Hence, a supplementary alloca- 
tion of foreign exchange for the re- 
mainder of the period appeared to be 
necessary. 

Money Market Tight 


Monetary stringency increased in 
January over the already seriously tight 
condition of the money market in De- 
cember. The possibility of an incipient 
over-loan situation was noted and an 
increase in the discount and bank rates 
at a later date appeared certain. Com- 
mercial bank loans increased by a sub- 
stantial margin and borrowing from the 
Bank of Japan in turn increased, con- 
trary to the normal trend in January. 
Bank deposits, on the other hand, de- 
_ creased considerably. 

“The reasons for the further increase 
in monetary stringency were manifold. 
One factor was the unexpectedly large 
excess of Government receipts over 


payments, 141 billion yen, or $392 mil- 
lion. - 

Another factor was the continued 
high level of investment, which resulted 
in one of the biggest offers of industrial 
debentures to the public and the com- 
mercial banks in postwar years. The 
large demand for industrial investment 
funds in various industries which are 
restricted by insufficient productive fa- 
cilities—iron and steel, electric power— 
or which have been in the process of 
rationalization and expansion for some 
time, was also an important factor 
in curtailing the supply of funds. 


Special factors, such as anticipated 
restrictions on the expansion of textile 
equipment and the expected enactment 
of a law encouraging the increased 
capitalization of enterprises, added to 
the investment rush. Apparently, many 
of the large firms refrained from repay- 
ing previously contracted loans from 
their substantial earnings in the pre- 
ceding year, but preferred to reinvest 
them in new facilities or raw-material 
inventories. Economic observers noted 
a “peculiar entrepreneurial psychology” 
which induced companies to continue on 
a course of competitive investment ac- 
tivities, despite indications of overpro- 
duction in their particular industries. 

Although investment was still boom- 
ing in January, the rise in the call rate 
and the growing monetary stringency 
indicated that a slowdown in the rate of 
investment increase was likely to occur. 
One indication also was the decline in 
domestic orders for new machinery. 


Wholsale Prices Up 
Wholesale prices continued their up- 
ward movement. Principal price in- 
creases occurred in consumers’ goods 
~—food, fabrics, and fuels—chiefly for 
seasonal reasons. The increase in whole- 
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sale prices of producers’ goods was 
smaller but indicative of a gradual and 
general increase in industrial produc- 
tion costs, raw materials, and freight, 

The increase in prices of consumers’ 
goods, 0.9 percent, compared with De- 
cember, reflected highér prices of 
vegetables and fuels. The January index 
of consumers’ prices was 3.7 percent 
above January 1956 and recorded an 
alltime peak of 146.6 (1950100). 

Year-end consumption levels increased 
seasonally, as expected. Urban consumer 
expenditures, up by 8.9 percent in De- 
cember, refiected both increased con- 
sumers’ prices and high year-end pur- 
chases. The high bonus payments in 
December resulted in an excess of urban 
consumer incomes over expenditures by 
23 percent, the highest excess recorded 
in any month in recent years. 


Consumers’ expenditures for clothing 
and housing have increased steadily, 
while expenditures for foods, especially 
staples, have risen only slightly. In 
December, only 40.2 percent of the 
urban consumers’ total consumption ex- 
penditures was for food. The change in 
the composition of consumers’ expendi- 
tures is generally interpreted as an 
indication of an improved quality of 
consumption. 


Labor Demand High 


The employment situation in Decem- 
ber reflected both a high seasonal de- 
mand for labor and a high level of 
industrial activity im general. Non- 
agricultural employment in December 
totaled 27.3 million, an increase of 1.17 
million persons, compared with Novem- 
ber, and 1.53 million, compared with 
December. Employment of day laborers 
and temporary workers as well as of 
regular workers, notably in manufactur- 
ing, increased in December; this in- 
crease can be attributed partly to sea- 
sonal factors. The number of totally 
unemployed remained at the low level 
of 560,000 in December. 


Wages for industry as a whole re- 
flected the high level of bonus payments 
at the year’s end. Regular cash earnings 
which had averaged 18,020 yen, or $50 
a month in November rose to 37,248 
yen, or $103.50, in December. 


On balance, monetary factors and 
large imports are considered likely to 
check the investment boom and to 
counteract, to some extent, inflationary 
pressures noted earlier. The mainte- 
nance of'a high level of exports emerged 
as a major problem for the future.— 
U. S. Embassy, Tokyo. 





Australian wool sales in the first 8 
months of the season (July-February) 
were 910 million pounds, compared with 


800 million in the like period of 1955-56, 
the Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 


The value of wool sold totaled $681 
million, an increase of $230 million over 
the preceding season. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





U.S. Presents Central Exhibits at 
Casablanca, Tokyo Trade Fairs 


U. S. Central Exhibits were opened at international trade fairs in 
Casablanca, Morocco (May 4), and Tokyo, Japan (May 5), the Office of 


International Trade Fairs, U. S. Department of Commerce, 


announced. 


has 


In the first U. S. appearance at Casablanca, the Central Exhibit 


theme is: “The American Product— 
Progress.” Progress in agriculture, tech- 
nical skills, building materials, and 
methods dramatize benefits to individ- 
uals and their families. Every compo- 
nent of the American display was se- 
lected because of its relationship to 
specific needs and interests of the 
Moroccan people. 

Upon approaching the exhibit, fair- 
goers see one hemispheric dome to the 
left of a 40-foot high illuminated tower 
with USA identifying letters; two 
domes adjacent to each other on the 
right and directly in front a raised 
glass-enclosed television studio. Because 
Morocco is principally an agricultural 
country, one of the domes is devoted to 
U. S. progress in agricultural pursuits, 
such as dairy husbandry, milk process- 
ing, packaging and consumption, poul- 
try raising and egg producing. Demon- 
strations of irrigation methods, and 
specimen plantings of zoysia grass, an 
American development from _ grasses 
indigenous to Asia, will be shown. 


Technical Training Shown 


Other domes in the U. S. Exhibit 
are devoted to technical training and 
various phases of housing, including 
building materials and construction 
methods. In the technical training dome 
active demonstrations may be viewed 
of industrial sewing machines, wood- 
working machinery, and aircraft en- 
gine rebuilding by Moroccans. A work- 
ing model of an atomic reactor, and 
other scientific apparatus also is being 
demonstrated, These will be donated to 
the American University in Beirut at 
the fair’s completion. 


In addition to latest building mate- 
rial and construction methods, the hous- 
ing dome also shows a typical Ameri- 
can nursery, a family recreation room, 
a modern laundry and kitchen, illus- 
trating some of the benefits that accrue 
to Americans through an individual's 
hard work and skill under our free 
enterprise system. 

OITF had to increase its commercial 
area from 12,000 to 38,500 square feet, 
more than three times the space of the 
U. S. Central Exhibit, which is 12,800 
square feet. Estimated value of private 
exhibits by more than 20 American 
firms interested in doihg business in 
Morocco is close to $300,000. Though 
predominantly agricultural, private dis- 
plays also include products, such as 
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automobiles, 
frigerators. 

The following U. S. firms contributed 
to the exhibit at Casablanca: , 

Aluminum Co of America, Pittsburgh, 
Pa.; American Machine & Foundry Co., 
New York; Babson Brothers Co., Chi- 
cago, Ill.; Black & Decker Manufactur- 
ing Co., Towson, Md.; Cherry-Burrell 
Corp., Chicago, Ill.; Clark Equipment 
International Co., Battle Creek, Mich.; 
Contemporaries Gallery, New York; 
Eichler Homes, Palo Alto, Calif.; Em- 
bassy Dairy, Washington, D. C.; Ester- 
brook Pen Co., New York; Robert G. 
Evans Co., Kansas City, Mo. 

Fogel Refrigerator Co., Philadelphia, 
Pa.; Hazel Atlas Glass Division, Con- 


radios, cameras, and re- 





This U. S. A. emblem was con- 


ceived for use by American ex- 
hibitors to identify their prod- 
ucts at international trade fairs 
anywhere in the world. The 
emblem also is prominently dis- 
played in U. S. Central Exhibits 
and Trade Information Centers at 
trade fairs in which the Govern- 
ment officially participates. 
Three-color posters showing the 
emblem, on a red-and-blue back- 
ground with a gray border of 
stylized cogs denoting industry, 
are available in two sizes, 6 by 7 
inches and 22 by 25 inches. Copies 
may be requested from the U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., or from the De- 
partment’s Field Offices. 
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tinental Can Co., New York; Interna: 


tional Cooperation Administration) 
Washington; Maryland & Virginia Mi 


Producers Association, Arlington, Va: { 


Modern Talking Picture Service, Wagh. 
ington; Mobil Overseas Oil Co., 
New York; MSA Audio-Visual B 
Washington; Farquhar Division of 
Oliver Corp., York, Pa. 

Philco Corp., London; Radio Corp, of 
America, New York; Rockwell Mam, 
facturing Co., Delta Power Tool Diy. 
sion, Pittsburgh, Pa. Singer Manufare. 
turing Co., New York; Summit Hajj 
Turf Farm, Gaithersburg, Md.; Superior 
Pneumatic & Manufacturing, Ine, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


Thor Power Tool Co. New York: 
Toro Manufacturing Co., Minneapolis 
Minn.; True Gun-All Equipment Co, 
Tulsa, Okla.; U. S. Information Agency, 
Washington; U. S. Lift Slab Corp.,, Say” 
Antonio, Tex.; Westinghouse Electric 
International, New York; Zippo Mam. 
facturing Co., Bradford, Pa. 


Electronics Featured in Japan 


At the Japanese Trade Fair, the 
U. S. Exhibit emphasizes industrial 
electronics because American advances 
in that field have been most rapid over 
the past 15 years. Other fields included 
are nucleonics and petrochemicals 
Through its variety of displays, the 
exhibit stresses that licensing agree- 
ments for utilization of these research 
ideas and processes are now avaliable 
to Japanese industries on a completely 
nondiscriminatory basis. 


One of the largest domes ever con- 


structed houses the U. S. Exhibit, One 
feature of the exhibit is a complete 
RCA color television studio in opera 
tion, the first showing in the Far East 
with local talent providing programs— 
from educational television techniques 
to sports events. Valued at a million 
dollars, the equipment includes full 
color studio facilities, two camera 
chains, lighting and testing apparatus, 
film transmitting facilities and two 
fully equipped, specially built mobile 
units. 

Other interesting features of the 
U. S. Exhibit include: A full scale 
working mockup of the cobalt-60 power 
X-ray unit, model pressurized water, 
pool-type research and aquarium type 
reactors, an electronic oven demon 
strating how water may be boiled in 
a paper cup in seconds, a “magic barf 
rel” demonstration dramatizing prod 
ucts available through American Te 
search and development in the petre 
chemical field. Also on view is the Cine 
Fluorex X-ray, a demonstration of com 
version of solar energy into active 
power, and a new dry process X-ray 
technique. 

In a special viewing area, visitor 
see the “City Alive” photographic et 
hibit of the City of San Diego, showing 

(Continued on page 24) 
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bth Packaging Show 


| Brings High Attendance’ 


Attendance at the fifth biennial Pack- 
aging Exhibition, held at Olympia, Lon- 
don, January 22-February 1, was up 
by at least 100 percent over the number 
recorded for the 1955 exhibition, the 
U. S Embassy at London reports, al- 
though final figures on total admissions 
are not yet available. 

Large groups of visitors were re- 

from Belgium, Canada, France, 
the United States, and the Scandinavian 
countries. 

Over 200 packaging firms exhibited, 
including all leading United Kingdom 
concerns in the industry, a number of 
which were subsidiaries of American 
companies, and some firms from conti- 
nental Europe. Exhibition space cov- 
ered 100,000 square feet. 


Machinery in Operation . 


While tinplate, glass containers, and 
paper board continue as principal ma- 
terials used in the packaging industry, 
emphasis this year was placed on the 
use of transparent film and polyethy- 
jene, reflecting the remarkable develop- 
ments over the past year or so in food- 
stuff packaging for self-service market- 
ing. 

Many of the 66 exhibitors of packag- 
ing machinery demonstrated their 
equipment in actual operation, perform- 
ing complicated tasks automatically 
with speed and precision. Various ma- 
chines tied packages, crated and un- 
crated bottles, wrapped individual 
pieces of candy and then bagged or 
boxed them in specified weight quanti- 
ties, and filled and vacuum-sealed plas- 
tic containers with foods and other 
preducts. 
port also was given special attention, 
particularly heavier items of engineer- 
ing and electrical components where 
protection is the primary objective. One 
exhibitor reported almost complete 
elimination of breakage on fragile goods 
through the use of specially designed 
cases which permit contents to be seen 
by porters, dockers, and other cargo 
handlers. 

Concurrently with the exhibition, In- 
stitute of Packaging, the show’s spon- 
sor, arranged a packaging convention, 
the theme of which was better pack- 
aging means better living. The papers 
and discussions were designed to pro- 
vide those in attendance with an indi- 
cation of the trends in packaging ex- 
pected within the next few years. 

Copies of the official catalog of the 
fifth Packaging Exhibition are available 
from the Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
ra of Commerce, Washington 25, 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 


Success of U. S. World Trade Fair Leads 
To Decision for Repeat Performance in ‘58 


The U. S. World Trade Fait, staged at New York Coliseum, April 
14-27, received such favorable appraisal that the fair management will 
repeat the fair again at New York City during May of next year. 

Some 700,000 persons attended the exhibition and 124,700 business- 
men filed individual registration cards with the admission office during 


the 2-week term, aceording to statistics 
released by the management. Among 
them were buyers from every major 
U. S. department store, numerous busi- 
nessmen from Canada, and commercial 
visitors from virtually etery foreign 
country of the world. 

Over 3,000 exhibitors displayed prod- 
ucts and services of 60 foreign nations 
and communities in commercial, institu- 
tional, and government exhibits, which 
occupied almost completely the 9-acre,’ 
4-level Coliseum. Estimated value of 
the goods exhibited more than $500 
million. Although no official breakdown 
has been made available, the manage- 
ment estimates that fully 80 percent of 
the display space was occupied by for- 

feign interests, either private or gov- 
ernment. The remainder of the area 
was leased by U. S. representatives of 
foreign principals. About a dozen par- 
ticipants were U. S. service oyganiza- 
tions in foreign trade and allied fields. 


Business Good 


In emphasizing the fair’s commercial 
success, the management states that 
most exhibitors were highly gratified 
by the volume of business conducted 
and the many commercial contacts 
established, and that, in general, ex- 
penses were more than compensated by 
results achieved. Most exhibitors have 
expressed interest in participating again, 
according to fair officials who expect a 
substantial number of additional ex- 
hibitors at next year’s fair. 


Plans for the fair’s expansion already 
are under consideration. One immediate 
change in prospect is inclusion of a 
large machinery section to replace the 
automobile exhibit staged this year. 
Increased participation and the addi- 
tion of a machinery and possibly an 
electronics section is expected to require 
use of a second facility in association 
with the Coliseum to house the 1958 
fair. 


U. S. Department of Commerce par- 
ticipated as an exhibitor, with a Trade 
Information Center composed of a trade 
promotional library and consultation 
offices manned by representatives of the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce and the 
Department’s New York Field Office. 
A prominent feature of the display was 
an exhibit prepared by the National 
Council of American Importers, which 
attracted much attention and inquiry. 

A total of 5,583 persons visited the 
Trade Information Center during the 
hours restricted to trade attendance. 
Individual consultations with U. S. and 





foreign businessmen calling at the De- 
partment of Commerce exhibit were 
numerous. 


Requests for additional information 
may be directed to U. S. World Trade 
Fair, 331 Madison Avenue, New York 
17, N. Y. 


'57 Coal Show Opens 
In Cleveland May 13 


The 1957 Coal Show of the American 
Mining Congress, an exposition for the 
mineral industries, opens in Cleveland, 
Ohio, May 13, and combines a 4-day 
Convention covering latest develop- 
ments in operating practices and equip- 
ment with an extensive exhibition of 
mining machinery. 

Advance registrations indicate that 
the Coal Show will be attended by’sev- 
eral thousand mining men from all coal 
producing areas and by a large number 
of foreign coal producers. 

Subjects to be covered at the nine 
Convention™sessions include latest ad- 
vances in continuous and conventional 
mining, coal stripping, haulage, power, 
mine safety, coal preparation, and man- 
agement problems. An innovation at 
the 1957 Show will be two special ses- 
sions designated as the Industrial Min- 
erals Conference devoted to technical 
subjects and operating problems in the 
production and processing of industrial 
minerals. 

Over 240 U. S. exhibitors in addition 
to several from foreign countries repre- 
senting mining equipment .manufactur- 
ers will display all types of machinery, 
equipment, and supplies for under- 
ground and open pit mining, materials 
handling, and surface plants that eom- 
pletely fill Cleveland’s Public Audi- 
torium and overflow to adjoining out- 
side areas. 


Requests for additional information 
may be directed to the American Min- 
ing Congress, Ring Building, Washing- 
ton 6, D. C. 








Yugoslavia’s milk supplies in Belgrade 
and other major cities in the winter of 
1956-57 were nearly adequate and prices 
did not rise as high as in the preceding 
year, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports. 7 

These improvements are generally at- 
tributed to a better collection system 
and an expansion of the supply area. 
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Listed below are the latest reports 
published by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce in its World Trade Informa- 
tion Service. 


WTIS reports, presented in an im- 
proved format and printed in easy-to- 
read type, are arranged in four con- 
venient “packages”: 

Part 1, Economic Reports ($6 a year; 
$8.50 if mailed abroad); Part 2, Opera- 
tions Reports ($6 a year; $8.50 if mailed 
abroad); Part 3, Statistical Reports ($6 
a year; $7.50 if mailed abroad); Part 
4, Utilities Abroad ($3 a year, $4 if 
mailed abroad). 

Subscriptions for the World Trade In- 
formatioh Service may be placed with 
U. S. Department of Commerce Field 
Offices or with the Superintendent of 
Documents, U. S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, D. C. Remit- 
tances payable to the Superintendent 
of Documents should accompany sub- 
scriptions. 

Copies of individual reports also may 
be purchased from the Department's 
Field Offices or the Superintendent of 
Documents. 

The new WTIS reports are the fol- 
lowing: 

Economic Reports 


Economie Developments in Canada, 
1956. WTIS, Part 1, No. 57-37. 16 pp. 
10 cents. 

Economic Developments in Nicaragua, 
1956. WTIS, Part 1, No. 57-40. 8 pp. 
10 cents. 

Economic Developments in Argentina, 
1956. WTIS, Part 1, No. 57-42. 8 pp. 
10 cents. 

Economie Developments in France, 








Salvadoran Economy ... 


(Continued from page 4) 
other administrative expenses—was ap- 
proved, effective March 7. 

A protocol expanding the 1951 Free 
Trade Treaty with Guatemala was 
signed February 5 (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Mar. 25, p. 6). On January 
16, the National Assembly ratified the 
Regional (Central American) Agree- 
ment for the Temporary Importation of 
Motor Vehicles (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Dec. 17, 1956, p. 34) and on 
April 11, ratification of a new Free 
Trade Treaty with Honduras were ex- 
changed (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Mar. 18, p. 9).—U. S. Embassy, San 
Salvador. 
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1956. WTIS, Part 1, No. 57-43. 8 pp. 
10 cents. 

Economic Developments in Uruguay, 
1956. WTIS, Part 1, No, 57-44. 8 pp. 
10 cents. 

Operations Reports 

Import Tariff System of Canada. 

WTIS, Part 2, No. 57-39. 4 pp. 10 cents. 


Import Tariff System of Bolivia. 
WTIS, Part 2, No. 57-41. 2 pp. 10 cents. 
Statistical Reports 

Total Export and Import Trade of the 
United States. January 1956-January 
1957 and Preliminary February. WTIS, 
Part 3, No. 57-11. 12 pp. 20 cents. 





Spanish Cabinet... 
(Continued from page 8) 


increased by 1,349.4 million pesetas, or 
about 2% times greater than the in- 
crease in March 1956. 

In the 1957 budget published in March 
total budgeted, not actual, expenditures 
were set at 43,081 million pesetas, which 
would be an inerease of about 20 per- 
cent over 1956. The increases in ordi- 
nary budgeted expenditures are attri- 
buted to higher costs, Governmertt and 
military salary raises, and to an im- 
portant increase in expenditures for 
pensions. Actual expenditures by the 
Government usually exceed budgeted ex- 
penditures through supplementary and 
extraordinary appropriations in the yeam 
Since no estimate of revenue has been 
published, a forecast of the budget def- 
icit for 1957 is not possible. The over- 
all budgetary deficit for 1956 was 17 
billion pesetas. 

The continued expansion of bank 
credits and the increase in budgeted ex- 
penditures fail to reflect any new trends 
in economic policy and, for the time 
being, it seems within reason to con- 
clude that effective anti-inflationary 
measures are not being adopted, though 
they are undoubtedly under active con- 
sideration. 

The situation of Spain’s foreign trade 
and payments continued to worsen in 
March. Latest available data indicate 
that total gold and dollar reserves at 
the end of January were $162 million, 
compared with a total of $219 million 
at the end of January 1956. 

An agreement was reached for the 
sale of 20,000 tons of vegetable oil, 
valued at $7.5 million, under the Public 
Law 480 program. This brings total 
sales of U. S. surplus agricultural prod- 
ucts to Spain thus far in fiscal 1957 to 
$66.8 million, and to $186.3 million since 
the beginning of the program in 1955. 
—U. S. Embassy, Magirid. 


Uruguayan exports of raw wool in the 
first 5 month$ of the season, October- 
February, declined from 98,456 bales in 
1955-56 to 70,891 bales in 1956-57, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service has re- 
ported. 





Patent Licensing Data 
Available From BFC 


Several articles on patent ]j. 
censing agreements in the field 
of international commerce, repro. 
duced with approval of the indi. 
vidual authors and publishers in 
the interest of achieving a wider 
understanding of licensing, have 
been brought together by the Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce. 


The opinions expressed in these 
articles are those of the authors 
and the Bureau of Foreign Com. 
merce assumes no responsibility 
in connection therewith. A firm © 
desiring to acquire industria] 
property rights abroad should con. 
sult an attorney. 

Copies of these articles may be 
obtained on loan from the Trade 
Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., or from any of the De- 
partment’s Field Offices. 











U. S. Presents ... 
(Continued from page 22) 


the many facets of city life, which take 
place within a typical American city, 


Trade Mission There 


Nathaniel Knowles, Deputy Director, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, heads 
the Trade Mission which will discuss 
two-way trade with Japanese business 
men at the fair. 

The following U. S. firms contributed 
to the exhibit at the Japanese fair: 

American Machine & Foundry, AMF 
«Atomics, Inc., New York; American 
Telephone & Telegraph Co., New York; 
Atomics International Division of North 
American Aviation Corp., Canoga Park 
Calif.; Adolph P. Buquor, Bacon & 
Thomas, Washington; E. I. duPont @ 
Nemours & Co., Wilmington, Del; 


Electronics Corp. of America, Cam 
bridge, Mass.; Esterbrook Pen ©, 
New York. . 


Hammond Organ Co., Chicago, It 
nois; International General Electrie Ca, 
New York; Neil Morgan, San Diego, 
Calif.; Radio Corp. of America, New 
York; Raytheon Manufacturing ©) 
Waltham, Mass.; Sciakay Bros., New 
York; Mr. Ed Simonds, Seattle, Wash 
Strauss Decorating & Exposition ©9, 
New York; Westinghouse International 
Corp., New York; Zenith Radio Corp, 
Chicago, Il. 


The Scottish woolen fabrie industtf 
reports an overall increase of about 
14 percent in exports for the year 19% 
according to the Foreign Agricultural 
Service. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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UTILITIES AND SERVICES 





Honduras Moves Forward 


‘In Transport Facilities 


Construction of transportation and 

cations facilities in Honduras 
in 1956, accounting for about 5 percent 
of all goods and services produced in 
fhe country that year are estimated 
to have cost £33.4 million, or US$16.7 
tnillion, about 10 percent higher than in 
the preceding year. 

Government programs 

getting under way, financed 
at by public funds from abroad. 

Expenditures budgeted by the central 

Government for transportation and 
communications in fiscal years 1955-56 
and 1956-57 amount to approximately 
£12 million, or US$6 million, and £20 
million, or US$10 million, respectively, 
more than half the sums budgeted for 
economic development in similar peri- 
ods. In the 1956-57 budget about £22.5 
million, or US$11.25 million, roughly 
two-thirds the amount budgeted for 
economic development, is allocated for 
transportation and communications. 
: In December 1955 the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment loaned Honduras $4.2 million for 
highway construction and maintenance. 
In 1956 the United States Government 
contributed $1.2 million as its share of 
the costs of the second phase of con- 
struction of the Inter-American High- 
way, and early this year the Export- 
Import Bank loaned Honduras $1.6 mil- 
lion to finance its share of funds needed 
to complete the highway. 

Lack of adequate inland transporta- 
tion and communications systems con- 
tinues to be one of the principal obsta- 
cles to be overcome if the Honduran 
economy is to continue to move ahead. 
Despite government plans and pro- 
grams aimed at ameliorating the situa- 
tion, Honduras has only about 1,500 
miles of road, about 50 to 60 miles of 
which are paved, and railroads do not 
exist except for some trackage in the 
forth coast area, on the banana planta- 
tions, and between Puerto Cortes and 
Potrerillos in the Department of Cortes. 


have been 





French Cabinet Approves 
5-Year Atomic Energy Plan 


The French Cabinet in April ap- 
proved a bill concerned with France’s 
1957-61 plan for development of atomic 
energy involving expenditures of 384 
billion francs, the equivalent of US$1.1 
billion, 

Included in the plan is the construc- 
tion of several types of atomic piles 
and production of energy exceeding 
consumption. French atomic scientists 
wish to obtain atomic reactors to pro- 
duce electric energy at the lowest* pos- 
sible cost—U. S. Embassy, Paris. 
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Plans Laid To Improve Brazilian Ports 


Concrete plans for improving Brazilian port facilities and systems 
were considered at a conference of Brazilian port authorities held in 


Rio de Janeiro in March. 


The conference was opportune as the Export and Import Bank has 
granted a loan of US$25 million to the Brazilian Government for 


dredging, equipping, and rehabilitating 
the national ports. 

Following are some of the more im- 
portant resolutions adopted at the con- 
vention: 


@ In conformance with local condi- 
tions and peculiarities, to seek to intro- 
duce as completely and rapidly as 
possible the American system of 
mechanical handling of cargo with fork- 
lift trucks, mobile hoists, and other 
suitable machinery, along with board 
pallets, in order to eliminate double 
handling and permit mechanical storing 
of cargo on wharves and in warehouses. 


® To propose to the competent au- 
thorities that foreign vessels after visit- 
ing their first Brazilian port of 
call on a voyage and being cleared by 
the Health, Immigration, Police, and 
Customs authorities in that port may 
be excused from repeated clearances at 
other national ports except by Customs. 


@ To petition Congress to kill Law 
Project 850, which proposes to put 
stevedoring in the hands of the Unions 
and thereby elminate all private enter- 
prise from this field. 

@ To change application of the pres- 
ent port utilization tax from the basis 
of actual cargo and passengers mani- 
fested to a uniform tax per ton of the 
ship’s registry. 

@ To permit employment of foreign 
technicians in port work. 

@ To use the port of Natal in Rio 





Belfast-Great Lakes 
Service Opened 


The first direct sea link be- 
tween five North American Great 
Lakes ports—Chicago, Milwaukee, 
Cleveland, Detroit, and Toronto— 
and Belfast was established when 
Ulster Steamship Company’s new 
ship Fair Head departed from that 
port on April 15. 

The new trans-Atlantic service, 
which will be via Liverpool, will 
be maintained at first by the 
Fair Head and another vessel the 
Ballygally Head. A sailing every 
4 weeks from Belfast is proposed. 
When the new St. Lawrence sea- 
way is opened the line proposes 
to bring its larger vessels into 
service and to carry a few pas- 
sengers.—U. S. Consulate General, 
Belfast. 














Grande do Norte as an experimental 
port for the introduction of modern 
cargo-handling methods and techniques. 

@ To seek to eliminate abuses in 
marking and countermarking coastwise 
freight by imposing a fine for such 
abuses, 

@ To seek to standardize coastwise 
packing and materials used for such 
purposes. 

@ To hold annual Port Authority 
meetings, the next to be held in Rio 
de Janeiro because it. coincides with the 
150th anniversary of the opening of 
Brazil’s ports to foreign commerce. 

The meeting is considered one of the 
most important steps taken so far to 
bring about port improvements to cope 
efficiently and quickly with the vast 
flow of foreign and domestic commerce 
passing through the numerous ports 
scattered along Brazil’s more than 2,600 
miles of coastline—U. S. Embassy, Rio 
de Janeiro, 





Operations at Port 
Of Calcutta Eased . 


Calcutta’s congested port conditions 
improved in February. 


More ships arrived at the port during 
that month than in January, and the 
average number of days lost by each 
ship was less. The greatest waiting 
time in February was reduced to 7 days, 
compared with 14 days in the preceed- 
ing month. 

Improvement in the turnround of 
ships, according to port authorities, re- 
sulted from: Medium draft of practical- 
ly all vessels which entered the port; 
absence of labor strikes; favorable 
weather conditions; and improved load- 
ing and unloading operations, 

The month of March was expected to 
show even better results in terms of 
loaded and unloaded cargo volume. 

Despite improvement in cargo han- 
dling at the port, it now has a major 
problem in the freight-car shortage. 

The volume of cargo awaiting rail 
transport is increasing continually, the 
traffic manager of the port said, making 
it necessary to acquire additional stor- 
age space almost every month. Until 
this. situation is remedied, the rail car 
shortage will continue to be the limit- 
ing factor in the port’s capacity to 
handle cargo efficiently —U,. S. Consul- 
ate, Calcutta. 
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Liberian Road Work Calls for Additional 


Paving; Construction Program Underway 


The Government of Liberia expects 
to pave an additional 22 miles of the 
Sinkor-Gate 15 road in 1957, and the 
Firestone Company plans to pave an 
additional 10 miles. The Government 
also has given a contract to a foreign 
construction company to build and 
pave several additional miles of streets 
in Monrovia. 

Rehabilitation of the Gate 15-Kakata- 
Totota road was completed in 1956. 
Bridges and culverts needed to com- 
plete the Kakata-Ganta road were put 
in and that road is now in good con- 
dition. The road from Gbarnga to Bella- 
fanai on the St. Paul River also was 
finished and accepted, and thus the 
road which will eventually reach Foya 
Kamara on the far side.of Western 
Province was begun. 

About 25 miles of the road from 
Harper City to Webbo in Eastern Pro- 
vince also were completed last year. 
B. F. Goodrich built 10 miles of road 
to its new plantation in Western Pro- 
vince, and the Liberian American Min- 
ing Co. constructed 25 miles connect- 
ing Sanneiquelli with its mining site 
on Nimba Mountains next to the French 
Guinea border. 


In addition to the new work achieved 
last year, the Government also took 
over the maintenance of nearly 560 
miles of roads in its public system. 


Construction Under U. 8. Firms 


Also, considerable progress was made 
in setting in motion additional construc- 
tion work. Using the Eximbank $15 
million line of credit, the Government 
awarded separate contracts to two 
American firms. One of these gave the 
firm the responsibility of surveying, re- 
designing, and supervising the road 
work in Western Province from Bella- 
fanai to Foya Kamara west of Kolahun. 
Beginning work in July, this company 
has prepared plans for the second 
American company, which will under- 
take to construct that stretch of road. 

Faced with a shortage of its own 
engineers, the Government of Liberia 
employed 10 Filipino road engineers, 
who arrived in midyear and have as- 
sisted in the road program. These 
road contracts have obligated a little 
more than 50 percent of the $15 million 
line of credit with Eximbank, 


There are now a total of over 2,000 
miles of roads in Liberia, according to 
a recent survey, of which 1,400 miles 
are in what is called “the public roads 
system,” 250 miles are described as 
other public roads, and 350 miles are 
private roads upon lands Worked by 
large concessionaires, such as the Fire- 
stone and Liberia Mining Companies. 

Of the total of 2,000 miles, about 800 
miles are all-weather roads, 366 miles 
of which are in the public road system, 
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84 miles are other public roads, and 
350 are private roads. 

The 800 miles of roads are well 
constructed and have concrete bridges 
which permit vehicles to speed along 
at an average of 40 miles an hour. 

The remaining 1,200 miles are un- 
maintained, hand-dug, one-track, rutted 
trails with frequent holes and mud 
sloughs and with small partially rotted 
stick-covered palm-log bridges over the 
many small waterways. In some places 
these unmaintained roads can be trav- 
ersed only occasionally by light four- 
wheel drive vehicles. 


At the end of 1956 there were an 
estimated 42 miles of paved roads in 
the country. Of this total 18 miles are 
in Monrovia and 6 miles are on the 
Sinkor-Gate 15 road to Firestone Plan- 
tations. There are also 18 miles of 
paved roads in Firestone Plantations, 
half of which were paved last year. 





Australian Harbor Dredge 
Contract Given U. S. Firm 


Gahagan Dredging Corporation, 90 
Broad Street, New York City, has been 
awarded the Port Kembla, Australia, 
inner harbor dredging contract under a 
A£915,559 bid, the equivalent of about 
US$2.05 million. Work is expected to 
begin about the end of the year. 

The contract covers the initial phases 
of the inner harbor plan, which includes 
the dredging of 4 million cubic yards, 
building of training walls at the harbor 
entrance, an approach channel, a swing 
basin, and provisions for access to the 
first two berths on the Australian Iron 
and Steel Company’s property. Work 
on access to the berths is scheduled for 
completion by March 1960. The overall 
work is to be completed by 1965. 

The project was announced in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, November 19, 
1956, page 8. 
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Rail Links for Indian - 
Steel Plants Planned - 


\The Indian Railway Board to al 


the increased movement of traffic & ; 


and from steel plants has propose 
the construction of new rail 

doubling of some sections of the raj 
line, and electrification and dieselizatig, 
for limited sections in the steel belt 


These projects are proposed mainly 
for two distinct purposes—for move 
ment of coal and other raw material 
to the steel plant sites and to provide 
the trunk route with the capacity ty 
lift finished products to and from the 
the new steel plants at Bbhilai~ ang 
Rourkela. 

Bailai is being linked with Dalj 
Rajhara by a 60-mile broad-gage brand 
line at an estimated cost of 40 million 
rupees, or US$8.4 million. The new ling 
will facilitate delivery of iron ore 
the Bhilai plant from Dalli Rajhara 

Another important measure propose 
is construction of a new direct 14 
mile line, at an estimated cost of § 
million rupees, or US$20.58 million, for 
transporting coal. 

The Railway Board will make th 
437-mile line between Nagpur and 
Rourkela a double line, at an estimated 
cost of 200 million rupees, the equiva 
lent of US$42 million. When this work 
is completed the entire route from Bom 
bay to Calcutta will have been com 
verted to double track and all the steé 
factories, at Jamshedpur, Rourkela, and 
Bhilai, will be connected with th 
Bombay-Calcutta double trunk route— 
U. S. Embassy, New Delhi. 


Swedish Merchant Marine 
Up to 3 Million Tons 


The Swedish merchant marine Je 
creased in 1956 by 168,000 gross tons, 
a considerable gain over the 1955 ix 
crease of 98,000 gross tons and also 
somewhat higher than the average 
gain in 1951-55. At the end of the year 
the Swedish merchant fleet totaled 
1,608 vessels aggregating 2,959,080 
gross tons, and ranked eleventh among 
the maritime nations of the world. 


In late years tankers usually have 
accounted for the greater part @ 
the merchant marine’s growth. Ak 
though 1955 was an exception and tank 
ers represented only approximately one 
fifth of the total gain in tonnage, 19% 
was marked by a strong upward swing 
in tanker tonnage amounting to 75,00 
gross tons and corresponding to almost 
one-half of the total increase in th 
merchant marine. 

The Swedish tanker fleet at the end 
of 1956 comprised 169 vessels totaling 
912,800 gross tons, or 31 percent of t# 
total merchant marine tonnage, com 
pared with 9 percent in 1937.—U, & 
Consul, Goteborg. 
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‘civil Aviation Makes 


Gains in Costa Rica 


All civil aviation activities in Costa 
pica registered gains in 1956, partic- 
ylarly passenger traffic. 

Domestics and international passenger 
traffic increased 12 and 13 percent, re- 

vely, compared with the year be- 
fore. International and domestic air 
freight Movements were up 5 and 2 
percent, 

International air service continued 
to be provided by four principal air- 
jnes, Pan American World Airways, 
Lineas Aereas Costarricenses, S. A., 
Transportes Aereos Centro-Americanos, 
and Royal Dutch Airlines. Most of the 
international passenger movement was 
handled by PAA and LACSA. The inter- 
national cargo Movement was provided 
predominantly by LACSA, which car- 
ried 46 million pounds, or more than 
7 percent of the total movement in 
that year. 

Nine airlines handled the domestic 
trafic in 1956, compared with 11 in 
1955. The far greater part of both the 
passenger and cargo movement within 
the country was by LACSA. Whereas, 
however, LACSA carried approximately 
8 percent of both total cargo and 
passenger traffic in 1955, its domestic 
passenger traffic dropped to 76 percent 
of the total in 1956, and its cargo move- 
ment to 72 percent. 
An application made by Aerolineas 
Sud-Americanas to establish a regular 
weekly cargo service between the Unit- 
ed States and Costa Rica was rejected 
by the Costa Rican authorities, for 
the principal reason that the existing 
airlines provides adequate service. The 
line, however, has made intermittent 
individual flights.—U. S. Embassy, San 
Jose. 





investment in 


UNION OF 
SOUTH AFRICA 


conditions and outlook 
for United States investors 


«++ A handbook of basic back- 
ground information prepared by 
the Bureau of Foreign Commerce. 


75 cents 


From U. S$. Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices, or from the 
Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. 











Moy 13, 1957 





Three Ports To Be Built in Liberia 


Progress is reported in the development of plans for construction 
of three additional ports in Liberia—at Greenville and Harper and in 


Bassa County. 


The port at Greenville in Sinoe County is being constructed by 
the African Fruit Co. for banana shipments from its plantation 40 miles 


inland. Some damage to a breakwater 
under construction in 1956 has set the 
estimated completion date up to 1958. 
Of the total investment of nearly $5 
million in the port when complete, the 
Government of Liberia will finance $1 
million. The port will accommodate 
vessels of shallow draft along its sea- 
wall 

A shallow water port is planned for 
Harper, Maryland County, at Cape 
Palmas. In 1956 after a resurvey by 
an American consultant it was deter- 
mined that a causeway and wharf 
could be constructed for $1.5 million 
to $2 million. Plans for construction 
are expected to proceed pending 
financial arrangements. 

The largest port in prospect is the 
deep-water port near the mouth of 
the St. John River in Bassa County 
to be constructed by the Liberian- 
American-Swedish Minerals Co. Plans 
call for a deep-water harbor, 47 feet 
at low tide and 52 feet at mean tide, to 
accommodate ore ships of up to 80,000 
tons. The port is expected to be larger 
than the freeport of Monrovia. Port 


Economic Conditions .. . 


(Continued from page 2) 
percent of the increased value of the 
property resulting from the highway in 
the first 2 years of construction. 

Preliminary discussions with the In- 
ternational Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (IBRD) were held in the 
quarter, regarding the possibility of ob- 
taining an IBRD credit for the construc- 
tion of additional hydroelectric facili- 
ties, port developments, and roads. 


The board of directors of the Central 
Bank has asked the Tariff Commission 
to initiate a study with a view to in- 
creasing import duties on so-called lux- 
ury articles, to curtail imports and con- 
serve foreign exchange. The items 
which might be affected or the extent 
of the proposed duty increase have not 
been indicated. 


The bank’s concern arises from the 
fact that Costa Rica suffered a trade 
imbalance in 1956 of US$27.6 million, 
with imports reaching an alltime high 
of US$91.2 million. At the same time, 
official international monetary reserves 
dropped in 1956 from US$20.3 million 
in January, to a low of US$9.8 million 
in October, subsequently rising to 
US$12.8 million, as of December 31, 
1956.—U. S. Embassy, San Jose, 





engineers have arrived in Bassa Coun- 
ty and preliminary work has already 
begun.—U. S, Embassy, Monrovia. 





Plans for Manchester 
Canal Dock Dropped 


The Manchester Ship Canal Co. has 
canceled plans for building a third dock 
at Stanlow, Cheshire, England, an of- 
fical has announced. 


Plans for the new dock, which was to 
have served primarily as an additional 
oil dock, have fallen victim to the trend 
toward supertankers, which has beén 
aceentuated as a result of the Suez 
dislocation. Both the projected dock at 
Stanlow and the Queen Elzabeth II 
dock already in existence at Eastham 
farther down the canal, have been 
found too shallow to accommodate the 
new large tankers, and the Shell Co, 
has secured alternative berths lower 
down in the Mersey River that it may 
employ the superfleet it expects to have. 

Although seaborne traffic handled by 
the Manchester Ship Canal was just 
under 18.4 million tons in 1956, down 
slight¥ from the 18.5 million tons of 
the ySar before, the decline is con- 
sidered only a temporary slowdown in 
the phenomenal growth of its traffic 
in the postwar period. Beginning with 
only 686,158 tons in 1894 when the 
canal was opened, seaborne tonnage has 
developed steadily except in the depres- 
sion and war years. Fluctuating be- 
tween 6 and 8 millions a year in the 
1930’s and 1940’s, it has rocketed in 
successive spurts of growth in the past 
6 years to more than 18 million tons a 
year.—U. S. Consulate, Manchester. 


15 Afghan Cities To Get 
Automatic Switchboards 


Under Afghanistan's communications 
plan, Kabul and 14 principal provincial 
cities will receive automatic switch- 
boards, which will be connected by ad- 
ditional trunk lines. 


Manually operated switchboards will 
be installed in 48 smaller provincial 
towns. : 


The plan also provides for installa- 
tion of wireless communications be- 
tween Kabul and provincia] capitals and 
modernization of radiotelegraph -tTans- 
mitters and receivers in the provincial 
capitals.—U. S. Embassy, Kabul. 
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Nepal To Build Road 
To Tibetan Border 


The Nepal Government has ap- 
proved a project to construct a road 
link between Dhulikhel, a town east of 
Kathmandu, and the Tibetan border 
and has initially allotted 50,000 rupees, 
or US$10,500, for the proposed project, 
according to the local press. 

The highway, which is considered of 
strategic importance, will have two di- 
visions, one leading to Mount Everest 
and the other to an “undisclosed” place 
on the Nepal-Tibet frontier. 


Inasmuch as Kathmandu presently is 
connected by road with Dhulikhel, the 
proposed highway will provide a direct 
all-weather metaled road link from the 
Nepalese capital to the northern border 
and open up the existing traditional 
trade route to Lhasa. 

When the new roads and the regional 
roads from Raxaul to Amlekhganj are 
completed there will also be direct 
connection between India and Tibet via 
Kathmandu, No further details of the 
length and estimated cost of the pro- 
posed Kathmandu-Tibet highway are 
available. 

Nepal has only 237 miles of motor- 
able roads, 158 miles in the Terai sector 
and 79 miles in the valley around 
Kathmandu. 

The Terai roads fan out from the In- 
dian railheads with little or no inter- 
connections, whereas the valley roads 
connect the principal towns and cities. 

The draft outline of Nepal's first 5- 
year plan, announced in October 1955, 
provides for construction of 300 miles 
of metaled roads, 300 miles of fair- 
weather links, and another 300 miles 
of 9-foot track, usable by vehicles of 
the jeep type. 

As a land-locked nation, Nepal’s tra- 
ditional contacts and routes to the 
outer world ‘ie entirely through India 
or the remote Tibet region of commu- 
nist China—U. S. Embassy, New 
Delhi. 





Yugoslav Air Transport To 
Increase Fleet 46 Percent 


Yugoslav Air Transport, anticipating 
a 30-percent increase in domestic traffic, 
states that it will increase its fleet of 
planes by 46 percent with the acquisi- 
tion of a third Convair and the expected 
arrival of Russian IL-14’s. The latter 
will be used only on domestic lines. 

This plan apparently is a long-range 
one as only 1 Convair is in operation at 
the present time, repairs on the second 
plane_will not be completed until sum- 
mer, and the third Convair will not be 
delivered before September 1958. 

Upon signature of air agreements 
with the Netherlands and Great Britain, 
Belgrade will be provided with ad- 
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India-U. S. Freight 
Rates Raised 


A general 10-percent increase in 
all freight rates from India to 
U. S. North Atlantic and Gulf 
ports will go into effect for vessels 
beginning to load on or after July 
8, the Calcutta-U. S. Conference 
has announced. 


The increase also will apply to 
through rates to Cuban ports with 
transshipment at New York, lev- 
eled off to the nearest 25 cents. 

On the shipments from India to 
the Pacific Coast of North Amer- 
ica and Vancouver, B. C., a rate 
increase of 10 percent will go into 
effect for loadings in Calcutta 
after July 31—U. S. Consulate 
General, Calcutta. 











Indian Railways Set 
Operating Records 


Indian railways in fiscal year 1955-56 
achieved new records in transport of 
passenger and freight traffic, according 
to the annual report of the Railway 
Board. 

Volume of freight traffic transported 
in that year, the closing year of India’s 
first 5-year plan, showed an increase 
of 17.8 percent over that recorded in 
the plan’s first year, 1951-52, and 
number of passengers rose by 5.3 per- 
cent, 

Gross traffic receipts of the Govern- 
ment railways amounted to 3,162.9 
million rupees, the equipment of $664.1 
million, and consisted of 1,077.1 million 
rupees, or $226.1 million in passenger 
movement and 1,802.8 million rupees, 
or $378.5 million, in freight haulage. 
The remainder of 283 million rupees, 
or $59.43 million, was contributed by 
movement of parcels and luggage and 
other miscellaneous sources of revenue. 

Operational efficiency of the Indian 
railways also registered an increase. 
Freight car loadings averaged 11,377 a 
day on broad-gage treck and 7,264 on 
meter-gage, compared with 10,672 and 
6,489, respectively, in 1954-55.—U. S. 
Embassy, New Delhi. 





ditional air services to London and 
Amsterdam by Royal Dutch Airlines 
and British European Airways. These 
services will supplement flights out of 
Belgrade by Swissair and LAI, an 
Italian airline, to the west, and service 
operated by the national companies of 
Bulgaria, Rumania, the U. S. S. R., 
Czechoslovakia, Poland, and Hungary 
to the east. 

Talks on a Yugoslav-West German 
air traffic agreement were expected to 
begin in Bonn in April.—U. S. Embassy, 
Belgrade. 


—— 


Northern Ireland Has 
Best Tourist Season 


Tourists in Ulster, Northern Ire 


spent about $28 million in 1955, its best 


tourist season, according to the Tourig, 
Board’s report issued in February 197 
covering the year ended March 31, 195% 

More than 300,000 from Great Britaip 
and oversea countries, as well as a 
number from the Republic of Ire 
visited Northern Ireland in the holiday 
period April to September. American 
were the most numerous oversea yigj. 
tors. 

Insufficient hotel accommodations ang 
travel facilities across the Irish Sea 
together with a lack of investment 
capital, present obstacles to further de. 
velopment of tourism in Northern Ire. 
land. 

The main deficiency in Ulster ig jp. 
vestment capital to provide new facilj. 
ties at holiday resorts and to expand 
or modernize hotel accommodations 
Under the Development Tourist Traffic 
Act of 1948, the Ministry of Commere 
now has power to allot grants only to 
ward expenditures of the Northern Ire 
land Tourist Board and toward capital 
expenditures incurred by the Ministry 
of Health and local government. The 
Act does not enable Government grants 
to be given to persons proposing to en- 
gage in the hotel industry, but the sug. 
gestion has been put forward that the 
Ministry could give financial assistance 
by way of loans for the provision of 
hotel accommodations upon recommen- 
dation of the Tourist Board. 

The British Broadcasting Co. now is 
giving increased publicity to the holiday 
aspect of Northern Ireland on a variety 
of programs; television also is portray 
ing Ulster’s attractions. 

Various proposals have been placed 
before transport authorities to alleviate 
the transport bottleneck in the peak 
months of July and August when hu 
dreds of potential visitors to Ulster re 
sorts have been unable to obtain pass 
age by air or sea across the Irish Sea 
The suggestion has been made that 
daylight cross-Channel services should 
be inaugurated to augment the night 
services during the summer season. 

Delivery of three new ships for th 
Heysham-Belfast route is expected t 
provide additional passenger capacity 
for 900, and the introduction of th 
large type Viscount plane on the Lor 
don-Belfast air service also has resulted 
in a substantial increase in the numbet 
of air passengers. 





Kyushur Power Company’s calls fo 
a total expenditure of 22.5 billion yen 
or US$63 million, of which nearly 4 
billion yen is to be spent this yeat 
Included in the program is the develop 
ment of 102,000 kilowatts of hydroele 
tric power and 2,450 kilowatts in smal 
plants to supply isolated islands.—vU. § 
Consulate, Fukuoka. 
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| Chittagong Changed 


Into 17-Berth Seaport 


Expansion of the port of Chittagong 
n some years ago is now nearly 
fmished. All principal installations, 
perths, and warehouses have been in- 
stalled and the remaining ancillary fa- 
cilities are expected to be completed by 
1958. 
Chittagong, East Pakistan’s most im- 
nt port on the Bay of Bengal, has 
developed rapidly in recent years, ac- 
cording to a port official. From a small 
port capable of handling four ships at 
a time and about 500,000 tons of cargo 
annually, it has grown into a facility 
with 17 berths able to accommodate 24 
vessels and handle more than 2 million 
tons of cargo a year. 

Average turnaround time last year 
was 9.61 days, the same as in 1955 but 
considerably better than the 13.8 days 
required in 1954. Ships carrying food 
products, however, had an average turn- 
around time of 14 days in 1956. 

The greatest current handicap is fa- 
cilitating movement of cargo through 
the port is the insufficient capacity of 
Eastern Bengal Railway Line, according 
to the port authorities. 


Belfast Port Records 
Second Highest Year 


Total tonnage imported and exported 
through the port of Belfast in 1956 was 
the second best in its history, according 
to the Belfast Harbor Commissioners’ 
annual report. 

Imports and exports totaled 4,955,798 
tons, down 190,509 tons, compared with 
the peak year of 1955."Total net regis- 
tered tonnage cleared through the port 
amounted to 5,422,617 tons, a decline 
of 127,636 tons. 

Although the port’s trade decreased 
by 4-percent, total income from all 
sources was greater by £52,000. 

Excellent progress is reported on con- 
struction of the new deepwater wharf 
on the east side of Herdman Channel. 
The wharf, to be known as Sinclair 
wharf, will be 1,240 feet long and will 
be used primarily for handling foreign 
trade cargo. When brought into full 
operation early in 1958, it will be more 
than adequate to handle any foreign 
trade expansion expected as a result of 
current discussions on more direct trade 
with Australia. 








Pakistan Petroleum Limited has sub- 
mitted a report to the Central Govern- 
ment of Pakistan recommending con- 
struction of a 145-mile long high-pres- 
Sure transmission pipeline to carry gas 
from, the Sylhet field to Dacca. 

Estimates place total cost of the 
transmission line project at £3,111,000, 
of which £1,913,500 would be foreign ex- 
change expenditure. 
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Backlog Growing in 
U.S. Shipyards 


The long-depressed VU. S. ship- 
building industry now is booming 
with the biggest backlog of orders 
in its peacetime history, the U. S. 
Maritime Administration reports. 


Mainly responsible for the up- 
swing in ship construction is the 
heavy demand for bigger and 
faster tankers. 

New orders from private ship 
operators have increased 1,000 
percent since the fall of 1954. 
Principal East Coast shipyards 
are booked with enough orders to 
keep them busy well into 1958, 
and West Coast yards, where costs 
are higher, although slower with 
orders, are beginning to get more 
business. 


In April 119 commercial ships 
were under construction or on 
order, representing a total invest- 
ment of about $1,278.9 million. 

In addition, the Navy is build- 
ing 57 warships, of which 43 are 
in private yards. Navy spending 
for new ship construction is 
estimated at $1,429 million in the 
fiscal year ending June 30. 











New Canal Proposed for 
Oldenburg, West Germany 


An Oldenburg Canal Corporation has 
been organized in connection with the 
proposed construction of a canal be- 
tween Wilhelmshaven and Oldenburg, 
Germany. 


This new 48-kilometer waterway 
would connect with the North German 
Coastal Canal and accommodate ves- 
sels up to 1,500 gross tons. It also 
would serve as a commercial link with 
the Weser ports and the Rhine-West- 
phalian industrial area via the Dort- 
mund-Ems canal. 

The project is expected to cost 80 
million to 100 million marks and ap- 
parently already has some support from 
the Federal Transport Ministry. 

Proposal of the canal préject comes 
a few months after the selection of 
Wilhelmshaven as a terminus for the 
projected North Sea-Ruhr pipeline. 
Thus the port of Wilhelmshaven, which 
so far has not been in the main stream 
of West German economic recovery, 
may at last have an opportunity to 
participate—U. S. Embassy, Bonn. 





U. S. exports of American Egyptian 
cotton amounted to 4,330 bales (500 
pounds gross) in February, declining 40 
percent from January exports of 7,319 
bales, but sharply above exports of 144 
bales in February 1956, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. 
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U. S. Travelers Spend 
Millions in Caribbean 


Expenditures by U. S. travelers in 
the Caribbean area reached a record 
$117 million in 1956, 30 percent above 
spending in 1955, the Office of Busi- 
ness Economics, U. S. Department of 
Commerce reports. 


The totals cover the West Indies, 
Central America, Colombia, Venezuela, 
and the Guianas, excluding Bermuda, 
Mexico, Puerto Rico, and the U. S. 
Virgin Islands. Expenditures as record- 
ed exclude payments for transportation 
between the United States and the for- 
eign countries visited but include cruise 
travelers’ shore expenditures estimated 
at $11 million in 1956, as against $8 
million in 1955. 


The rise in 1956 expenditures over the 
preceding year represents mainly an 
increase in number of Americans visit- 
ing the Caribbean. Per capita expendi- 
tures of travelers in Cuba were up from 
1955 by 10 percent; in the remainder of 
the area, average expenditurés were 
about the same in both years. 

Nearly 30 percent of travelers to the 
Caribbean made the trip during the first 
quarter of the year. A secondary peak 
in travel to Cuba and Nassau was re- 
corded in the summer months. 

Seven out of every 8 travelers to the 
area went by air and stayed in the area 
an average of 9 days. Their average 
per diem expenditures were $22. 

Tabulations indicate that about four- 
fifths of Americans traveling to the 
Caribbean area last year made the trip 
for pleasure. Although pleasure travel- 
ers seemed to prefer making their trips 
to the area in the first and third quar- 
ters of the year, business travel was 
heavier in the first and fourth quarters. 
Nearly one-fourth of all travelers by 
air to Caribbean countries took pre- 
paid all-expense tours. 


French Want To Develop 
Tourism in West Indies 


The French Minister in Charge of 
Public Works, Transportation, and 
Tourism ‘on a visit to Martinique and 
Guadeloupe expressed the hope that the 
tourist trade would become their num- 
ber one industry. 

Passing through Puerto Rico, the 
Minister conferred with officials there 
who have stimulated the development 
of tourism in the Caribbegn. 

He pointed out that the Government 
of France in the past year had sent 
three Cabinet members to the West 
Indies on inspection trips and plans to 
undertake extensive steps to develop 
the islands. 

He also mentioned a 5-year road con- 
struction program planned for 1957- 
61, subject to availability of funds. 
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Zim Navigation Co., according to 
press reports, is planning to use one of 
its two new, though as yet undelivered, 
10,000-ton passenger ships for off-sea- 
son cruises between New York and the 
Caribbean and Mediterranean areas be- 
ginning ‘every year in September. Nor- 
mally both ships will be used between 
Haifa and Marseilles, and Genoa and 
Naples.—U. S. Consulate, Haifa. 





The Bolivian-Peruvian Joint Commis- 
sion has announced that it proposes 
construction of an $8 million highway to 
connect La Paz with the Peruvian port 
of Ilo. 

The port is beihg improved by the 
Southern Peru Copper Corporation for 
operations of the Toquepala mine. It 
is proposed to finance the highway, at 
least in part, with tolls on the inter- 
national fréight to be hauled. 





National Railways of Spain (RENFE) 
passenger fares have been increased 35 
percent effective April 1. 

At the same time, freight rates also 
were increased 35 percent on all com- 
modities except wheat, rye, and flour. 

RENFE had asked for increases of 
between 50 percent and 70 percent in 
freight rates, which would have erased 
its operating deficit. With the smaller 
increases, RENFE believes that it still 
will have a deficit in excess of 1,000 
million pesetas annually, and this may 
increase further if the raise in rates 
drives freight to trucks and passengers 
to buses.—U. S. Embassy, Madrid. 





A new shipping company to be known 
as Union Navale, with a capital of 1 
billion francs, has been organized in 
France. 

The company intends to develop the 
French coal carrier fleet, which is now 
insufficient to handle the growth of 
maritime coal imports. 

Among principal stockholders are 
ATIC (Association Technique de 1'Im- 
portation Charbonniere), several pri- 
vate banks, and a group of coal-con- 
suming industries. 

The company’s program involves con- 
struction of 9 coa} carriers representing 
142,000 tons to be placed in operation 
by 1960 and 1961.—U, S. Embassy, 
Paris. 





Brazil's Guararapes Airport will have 
two runways lengthened, from 1,780 to 
3,000 meters and from 1,820 to 2,000 
meters, respectively, to accommodate 
the largest jet transports of interna- 
tional airlines. 

Four other airports in Brazil are to 
be enlarged for the same purpose, ac- 
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cording to Diario de Pernambuco—Be 
lem, Rio (Galeao), Sao Paulo, and Por- 
to Alegre. Construction work at 
Guararapes is scheduled to begin within 
the very near future.—U. S. Consulate, 
Recife, Pernambuco. 





Zurich Airport extension plans have 
been completed and will be submitted 
to public cantonal (Zurich) referendum 
within the next few months. 


The extensions have become necessary 
because of the increase in air traffic 
and the planned use of jet aircraft. Of 
the total cost of 181,815,000 Swiss 
francs, the Canton of Zurich would con- 
tribute about 41 percent, the Swiss 
Federal Government 30 percent, the real 
estate company connected with the air- 
port 21 percent, and Swissair 8 percent 
(1 Swiss franc = US$0.233).—U. S. Con- 
sulate General, Zurich. 





The Paris-Brussels helicopter service 
inaugurated in March is proving suc- 
cessful. 

Bookings must be made 8 days in ad- 
vance. As of April 14, 9 flights a day, 
3» to Brussels and 4 returns, were to be 
scheduled. Five hundred passengers, 
mostly businessmen, have been trans- 
ported since March 4, 260 from Paris 
and 240 from Brussels. Of these 25 per- 
cent were French, 25 percent Belgian, 
and 25 percent American.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Paris. 

The Government of Panama has an- 
nounced that it will spend $247,740 on 
tourism this year, of which $170,000 
will be spent in the United States for 
promotion. Improvements will be made 
in such tourist places as Old Panama, 
Portobelo, and Ocu. The Government 
will support establishment of new hotels 
and tourist facilities in the interior, as 
well as in Panama City and Colon. 


Incentives for... 
(Continued from page 6) 


as compared with 20.7 percent under 
the old rates; his American and Cana- 
dian counterparts have a _ tax bill 
amounting to 119 percent and 105 
percent, respectively, on equivalent 
earnings. Similarly, the comparative 
rates of tax on an income of £4,000, 
or $11,200, are 38.7 percent old British, 
32.2 percent new British, 16.8 percent 
American, and 17 percent Canadian; 
while on an £8,000, or $22,400, income 
the comparative rates are 55 percent 
under the old and 48.8 percent under 
the new British tax, 23.6 percent 
American, and 28.3 percent Canadian. 


Other Tax Concessions Made 


In order to assist shipowners in 
financing replacements, the present 
“investment allowance” of 20 percent 
is to be increased to 40 percent on the 
construction of new ships, effective im- 
mediately. This means that shipowners 
may deduct from their taxable income 
for purposes of both the profits tax 
and income 40 percent of the cost of 
such new ships in addition to normal 
depreciation. In the past year or so 
a substantial movement has been made 
to take advantage of the tax benefits 
from registering British ships in 
Bermuda. This tax concession now 
makes such transfers less profitable. 


Admission taxes on legitimate thea- 
ters and sports events have been 
abolished while the entertainments duty 
on movie theater tickets has been 
reduced. A new excise duty has been 
imposed on television receiver licenses. 
It will be collected by the post office 
in addition to the annual license fee 
now paid by owners of radio receiving 
sets. It is expected to bring in ad- 
ditional revenue in a full year of £8 
million, which will be offset against 
the estimated reduction of £12.2 million 
in entertainments duty. 

The post-Suez temporary tax increase 
of one shilling a gallon of gasoline was 
repealed as of April 9. Details of the 
reductions in purchase tax were fre- 
ported in the Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, May 6, page 7, 
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under NOTE: Quotations are based on selling rates, in units of foreign en dojlar. The f the Domini : blic, mala 

Cana- quetzal, the Panamanian balboa, and the Cuban peso are linked 0 tho aclue ak a ee the Fisitian el ae pat to a dollar 

= 

| ad Average rate Latest available quotations 

Unit 

valent try quoted Type of exchange 

rative _— ” 1955 956 1957 mits a orronlont te Date 

4,000, (annual) (annual) (February) U. 8. currency 1967 

ritish, — : 

recent argentina........| Peso Official 118.00 18.00 18.00 18.00 .0556 Apr. 23 

aiid Free... 134.48 35.16 37.15 40.50 0246 _ 

; BOUVIA. ..sseeseesse- Boliviano.......... Omcial 1.80 one «aes «sas ri ona 

see ’ ,920.00 ,520. ,725. . : 
we Brazil®...nce| Cruzeiro Cuieta 18.82 18. 13.93 “18.82 .0531 Mar. 31 
under ChIC.nrereneees-| PCS0.mnunennne| Bankers’ free as 502.00 560.00 580.00 0017 « Do. 
zen Brokers’ free 534.00 619.00 626.00 -0016 Do. 
7 | ao | ah fy oa | fe | ae | ABS 

| —— Bee te | te | ce | te | am | Aas 

om > Ecuador Sucre Central bank (official)........ 15.15 15.15 16.18 15.15 0660 Mar. 31 

rable Bl Salvador....| Colon..........«..| Free 2.50 2.50 3.80 ey, a An's 

eet | |ueeeee—-| rowme—| Seon an | um | am | ae | im : 

n the Nicaragua.......| Cordoba...........| Oficial “6.00 7.05 7.05 7.05 11418 De. 

ad) Curb 7.32 7.76 7.75 - 7.75 .1290 Do. 

ve im- Paraguay .....| Guarani Official 60.00 a oo. Re — =e. 31 

wners Peru Bol Exchange certificate........... "79.00 19.00 19.00 19.00 10526 Apr. 20 

ee | [teeny —| ree——| Bast ee | 4 | Se | a | ae | omen 

os Ay = eee) Free CertifiC@teswcncccssesnececoes a 411 411 «11 “2435 : Do. 

2. . . . ‘ e e 
ormal Venezuela........| Bolivar | Free 8.35 8.35 8.35 3.35 28 Apr 
or $0 
made (For explanation of rates, see notes in For- *Free market legalized May 13, 19565. category, 42.0-43.6 cruzeiros per dollar; second 
nefits (pmb — 8, — — *Par value changed from 5 to 7 cordobas category, 67.1-70.1; third category, 83.1-85.5; 
sin 195 Free market rate did not become opera. er dollar, effective July 1, 1955. fourth -category, 117.2-124; fifth category, 

now tive until November 8, 1955 (see Foreign Com- *Auction rates in the Rio de Janeiro auc- 207-307. These rates must be added to the 
itable. merce Weekly, November 14, 1955, p. 2). tion for April 13, 1957, for U. 8. dollars Official selling rate, with applicable taxes, in 
chen 'Official rate abolished December 15, 1956. for 120 days delivery ranged as follows: First order to get the effective selling rates. 

been 
s duty Australian Wool... going development was greeted with a gage line would form a link in a long- 

been (Continued from page 5) certain relief in local business circles, range program for a uniform rail sery- 
| been dime ocutiiial Waimeidn ab ollie considerable dissatisfaction was ex- ice between Brisbane and Fremantle. 
enses. _ i tee ek be tend fen Sie pressed with the system of wage ad- The two State Governments are now 
office ee of tie Selec ant tees justments, which gives the potato mar- seeking approval of the project, and also 
se fee progr aa ket such an important role in the econ- the A£10 million which construction is 
eivin Governments. Of the Af 142 million of ; 

g ' at omy. expected to cost, from the Common- 

n securities ready for conversion, A£76 , . : 
million are “special loan” bonds held A resolution urging a national refer- wealth Government. Some commenta- 

of £8 by the Treasury. Thus the true size of ¢mdum to amend Article 92 of the Aus- tors have suggested, however, that the 

gainst the conversion operation is about Af6é6 tT@lian Constitution, which provides Commonwealth Government may prefer 

nillion million. . that interstate trade shall be abso- to use available a _ eI 8 

The Commonwealth Government also ‘Jutely free, was adopted at the March the Fremantle-Kalgoorlie section of the 
crease floated a $20-million loan in New York meeting of the Australian Transport proposed transcontinental link, leaving 

@ was — Advisory Council, composed of official the cost of the Sydney-Melbourne sec- 
through the syndicate headed by Mor- y ° 

wf the gan, Stanley, and Co. Although interest representatives of the Commonwealth tion to the States concerned.—U. §. 

‘e Te — mee be : and State Governments. However, no Consulate General, Sydney. 

Week forme. higher than Gint on the comes “date has been set for such a refer 

e oo . . - = 
tie market, the offering was reportedly onitiin Madras Port Trust has announced 
subscribed within 4 hours. The major , : 
“a The effect of Article 92, as inter- that the port’s scale of rates were to 
part of the proceeds, about $17 mil : . 

(AAUUHN lion, will be used to refinance a loan Preted, has been to prevent the levying be raised by about 25 percent in April. 
maturing in New York in June, leav- interstate trucking companies of Wharfage harbor dues, and the sur- 
ing a balance of about $3 million for ‘%#XeS sufficient to offset the wear and charge have been merged and another 

Ibook Commonwealth and State programs tear to the highway system which their one-third of harbor dues added to make 

»stors ; operations cause. The present system is up the new rates. . 

4 Potato Prices Down also alleged to give truckers an undue Normal cargo rates have ranged from 

aaers Owing to the continuing fall in the competitive advantage over the rail- 6 annas to s. rupees . ton, ye there 
retail price of potatoes, an important roads. have been about 34 different classifica- 
element in the “C” series retail-price The States of New South Wales and_ tions (1 rupee~approximately US$0.21). 

dor index, on which automatic quarterly Victoria reached agreement in the In addition special rates have been ob- 
? wage adjustments in New South Wales month on the establishment of a_ tained for special cargo. 
19ua and certain other States are based, the through standard-gage rail connection The new rate is about 80 percent over 
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wage outlook in the second quarter of 
1957 is one of relative stability. The 
downward movement of potato prices, 
though small, should at least offset the 
influence on the index of price increases 
for other commodities. While the fore- 
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between Sydney and Melbourne. Up to 
the present, rail traffic between the two 
cities has been obliged to undergo a 
break of gage at Albury, New South 
Wales, at an estimated annual cost of 
A£800,000. In addition, this stand&rd- 


prewar levels and is estimated to bring 
the port additional revenues of 2.5 mil- 
lion rupees, or $525 million annually, 
raising its annual income to 20 million 
rupees, the equivalent of $4.2 million.— 
U. S. Consulate General, Madras. 
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Indian Pharmaceutical 
Industry Surveyed 


The discontinuance of production 
pased on imported penultimate prod- 
ucts, development and manufacture of 
fine chemicals and basic raw materials 
of intermediates, improvement in qual- 
ity, and establishment of suitable 
standards to overcome consumer preju- 
dice against Indian products, were some 
of the subjects surveyed by the Indian 
Pharmaceutical Congress at its ninth 
annual meeting in Calcutta January 
6-9, according to the U. S. Consulate at 
Calcutta. 

The Congress, an Indian association 
of pharmaceutical and related organiza- 
tions whose main objective is to co- 
ordinate pharmaceutical activities in 
the country and to promote the solidar- 
ity of the profession, stressed impor- 
tance of scientific cultivation, storage 
and distribution of crude drugs by phar- 
maceutically qualified personnel, and 
administration of drug control and leg- 
islation. 

The meeting recognized that the 
progress of the Indian pharmaceutical 
industry depends on continuous research 
and discussed ways to insure the in- 
dustry’s progress and to eliminate the 
manufacture and sale of spurious and 
substandard drugs. The industry was 
advised to alm at the production of 
lower priced medicines. 

Sectional meetings were held on 10 
different subjects: Pharmacognosy, 
ayurvedic (Hindu) medicines, profes- 
sional development, pharmaceutical 
chemistry, wholesale and retail distri- 
bution, and drug control and legisla- 
tion. Discussions in the sectional meet- 
ings covered developments in each spe- 
cialty, 

Details concerning the meeting of the 
Indian Pharmaceutical Congress are 
contained in Calcutta dispatch No. 450, 
dated March 8, 1957. Interested firms 
may obtain a loan copy from Trade De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, Washington am eh C. 


Mexico Tire, Tube Output Up 


Mexican tire production in 1956 was 
4.25 percent higher than in 1955, and 
tube production rose 14.5 percent, ac- 
cording to the U. S. Embassy in Mexico. 

Official Mexican Government figures 
show 1956 production of tires for 
Passenger cars, trucks, and buses at 
931,117 units. Tube production for the 
Same type of vehicles was 584,167 units. 





Inadequate supply of imported raw 
materials has limited dry-cell produc- 
tion in Istanbul, which was undertaken 
in 1956, 

The possibility of developing domestic 
sources of supply is being explored in 


an effect to overcome this dependence, 
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Venezuela Oil Industry Makes Gains 


The Venezulan oil industry had a period of dramatic growth in the 
last 6 months of 1956, marked by a steady increase in world market 
demand and a rise in crude production to an alltime high. 

Refining, with 1 out of every 4 barrels of crude processed, kept pace 
with increased production. Drilling also kept pace by establishing a 


new high in both wildcatting and de- 
velopmental activities. 


For the first time in 11 years new 
areas were opened for exploration and 
development. Capital and operating in- 
terests in 1956 awards increased by 12 
the number of U. S. oil companies active 
in the local industry. 

The Government agreed to enter the 
natural gas distribution business and 
started construction of a main supply 
line from Anaco to Caracas and points 
west, Administration will be the re- 
sponsibility of the Petrochemical Insti- 
tute. 

Domestic demand for petroleum prod- 
ucts in the last half of 1956 continued 
the upward trend of the preceding 
period with sharp increases registered 
as follows: Gasoline, 13 percent; diesel 
oil, 17.9 percent; and asphalt, 12.3 per- 
cent; and an overall average increase of 
9.8 percent, compared with 1955. 

Consumption of locally refined prod- 
ducts in Venezuela in 1956 totaled 
26,503,846 barrels, compared with 24,- 
139,662 barrels in 1955. Domestic con- 
sumption of crude oil, used mainly for 
road surfacing, weed control, and for rig 
boiler fuel, was estimated at 4 million 
barrels in 1956, or twi ice that estimated 
for 1955. 

Total exports for the first half of 1956 
had shown an increase of 12 percent 
over the comparable period in 1955. This 
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trend continued in the latter half of 
1956, resulting in a total export of 
846.25 million barrels, or an increase 
of 14 percent. 


The total area under concession in- 
creased by 311,000 hectares, of which 
112,000 were for direct exploitation and 
199,000 for exploration. The 1955 closing 
figure for concession areas was 5.87 mil- 
lion hectares. 

Production drilling continued at a 
stepped-up pace with 1,283 completions, 
of which 1,195 were successful. 

Daily production averaged 2,549,762 
barrels in the second half of 1956, re- 
sulting in an average for the entire 
year of 2,456,862 barrels daily. Total 
1956 production exceeded 1955 by 14.2 
percent. 

The summer slamp was notably ab- 
sent in 1956. Another important trend 
was a first step toward a fundamental 
broadening of the industry base through 
the granting of new oil concessions in 
the latter half of the year. The Middle 
East crisis demonstrated effectively 
that Venezuelan production capability 
was comfortably above actual produc- 
tion rate, as 200,000 more barrels were 
produced between the first of November 
and the last of December. 


Refinery Plant in S. Africa 


To Undergo Expansion Soon 


More than $9 million will be invested 
in plant improvement and refinery ex- 
pansion by Standard Vaccum in Dur- 
ban, South Africa. 

The investment is designed to in- 
crease capacity in anticipation of in- 
creasing demand and to produce higher 
quality automotive and industrial fuels, 
which the local market is expected to 
require. 

After improvements have been made, 
the refinery will have a daily capacity 
of 25,000 barrels of crude, an increase 
of 5,000 barrels over present output. 
Anticipating future increases ,in octane 
rating of gasoline, the company plans 
to install a platinum catalyst power- 
former unit that can produce gasoline 
up to 100 octane. 

Another addition will be a hydrofiner 
to reduce sulfur content of fuels, such 
as diesel oils and power kerosene, The 
remainder of the funds will go toward 
a new steam plant and to provide ad- 
ditional tank capacity. 

Work is expected to start soon and 
should be completed in a year’s time. 
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Tanganyika Expands Mineral Search 


Although Tanganyika’s level of min- 
eral output was lower in 1956 than a 
year earlier, mineral exploration and 
development were increasingly intensi- 
fied. 
The decline in the value of minerai 
output, amounts of which are shown in 
accompanying table, was attributed 
primarily to a fall in diamond prices 
and gold production. 

Further progress was made in geolog- 
ical investigations. Aerial prospecting 
was expanded under a plan introduced 
by the Tanganyika Mines Department 
to grant short-term rights to applicants 
over specified areas on a “no result no 
charge” basis. Some 116,000 square 
miles, about one-third of the total area 
of Tanganyika, were covered by such 
short-term rights. By the year’s end 
22 exclusive prospecting licenses to var- 
ious applicants were still current or 
under application covering 35,919 square 
miles, excluding an outstanding oil ex- 
ploration license covering approximate- 
ly 19,900 square miles. 

Coal, one of the minerals not yet de- 
veloped, is attracting increasing atten- 
tion; deposits are known to exist in 
southwest Tanganyika in the Ngaka 
area of Songea District. Investigation 
by the British Colonial Development 


Corporation in 1950-52 indicated depos- 


“its of some 311.3 million tons of ex- 


tractable coal, but lack of rail facili- 
ties has to date prevented economic 
development. 

Expanding coal import needs of the 
United Kingdom, however, has led to 
renewed interest in the possible devel- 
opment of Tanganyika’s coal deposits. 
For this purpose, extension of the ex- 
isting rail line from Nachingwea to 
the coal fields would be required. Al- 
though this project would entail a large 
capital expenditure, proponents point 
out that it would accelerate the eco- 
nomic development of Tanganyika. 

Elsewhere in the field of mining, it 
was announced recently that the United 
Kingdom intended to establish an atom- 
ic research office in Dodoma, Tangany- 
ika, to assist exploration for radio- 
active minerals used in the production 
of atomic energy and for other miner- 
als used in that connection. The new 
research office will not perform ex- 
ploratory work itself but will give ex- 
pert advice in addition to providing, on 
a loan basis, the latest prospecting 
equipment to companies and responsi- 
ble individuals. Facilities for sample 
assaying also will be available at Do- 
doma.— U. S. Consul., Dar es Salaam. 


Tanganyika Mineral Exports, 1955 and 1956 


Mineral Unit Quantity — 
a sae eae en a 
Gold (refined)......... ounce....... . 68,892 
Gypsum . long ton . 7,812 
Lead concentrates metric ton. . 8,822 
Mica . . long ton....... . 339 
Salt . . metric ton . 9,498 
Tin concentrates ... long ton... ‘ 55 
Others . eile ie 
Total 
2 Actual. 


® Provisional. 


1955' 1956" 

Value Quantity + Value 
£3,199,437 357,982 £2,785,910 
864,279 59.293 741,582 
16,285 9,490 17,960 
790,459 14,251 1,211,335 
70,411 182 59,653 
90,207 9.359 92,613 
29,514 2,093 11,741 
37,342 dines 28,839 
el men 7,949,633 





Ceramic Industry Now Under 
Development in Afghanistan 


A plant in Afghanistan now producing 
glazed pottery is being converted into 
a porcelain plant jn an effort to develop 
a ceramic industry. 

Initial cost of the plant will be $102,- 
640 of which Marubeni Co. of Japan 
will contribute 49 percent and the Cot- 
ton Syndicate of Kunduz the remainder 
of 51 perdent. Establishment of the new 
factory is being supervised by two Jap- 
anese engineers. Kilns and machinery 
needed by the plant will be imported 
from Japan. Production in 1957 is ex- 
pected to reach 300 pieces a day, or 
90,000 pieces annually, with full pro- 
duction set for 1960, when production 
may reach 5,000 pieces a day, or 1.05 
million pieces a year. 

Rich deposits of kaolin have been dis- 
covered at Ishkamish and Khanabad, 
whereas substantial deposits of fuller’s 
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earth have been found near Kunduz. 
Large quantities of lime, talc, and 
quartz also have been discovered in 
that general area. 


India To Establish 15 New 
Glass and Glassware Plants 


The Indian Government has approved 
the establishment of 15 new glass and 
glassware manufacturing plants, and 
expansion of 6 existing projects, which 
will increase the capacity of the glass 
industry by 44,000 long tons a year. 

A preliminary report by Soviet ex- 
perts on the feasability of establishing 
an optical plant in India also is being 
studied by the Indian Government. 

Inaugurating the annual meeting of 
the All-India Glass Manufacturers’ Fed- 
eration in New Delhi, the Minister for 
Heavy Industries stressed the need for 
improving the quality of Indian glass 
products and finding export markets. 
India now has 90 glass plants that em- 
ploy approximately 30,000 people. 


Cobalt Use Sought 
By Congo Producers 


A possible world over-supply of e 
balt has caused the Union Miniere Dy 
Haut Katanga, principal Congo pro. 
ducer, to form an information center 
and a technical organization of the 
principal world producers to further 
utilization of this metal, according to 
the U. S. Consulate at Elizabethville, 
Belgian Congo. 

The information center, known ag 
Belgian Societe Anonyme, Centre d'In- 
formation du Cobalt, is located at 35 
rue des Colonies, Brussels, Belgium. 

It will carry out a program of dis. 
semination of scientific and technical 
information to encourage the use of co- 
balt and to overcome the impression 
among users that cobalt is rare or of 
uncertain supply. 

The Belgian Societe Anonyme, Centre 
d'Information du Cobalt is represented 
in the United States by the Cobalt In- 
formation Center, Battelle Memorial 
Institute, Columbus, Ohio. 

The technical organization, Institut 
du Cobalt, composed of the principal 
world producers, will seek to develop 
new uses for the metal by conducting 
research on its applications. The re- 
search will be carried out at special- 
ized laboratories in Belgium and 
abroad. 

A copy of dispatch No. 39, March 12, 
195], Unien Miniere Organizes Cobalt 
Institut and Information Center, is 
available on loan to persons interested 
in more detailed information on these 
two new organizations. 

Inquiries should be directed to Trade 
Development Division, Bureau cf For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 





Brazilian Aluminum Output 
Takes Sharp Upturn in '56 


Aluminum production in Brazil rose 
substantially in 1956, the U. S, Em- 
bassy in Rio de Janeiro reports. 

The increase from 1,664 metric tons 
in 1955 to 16,199 metric tons in 1956 
was primarily the result of increased 
production by Cia Brasileira de Alu- 
minio (CBA), which was able to obtain 
an increased allotment of electric pow- 
er in 1956 from the public utility com 
pany serving the City of Sao Paulo. 

CBA soon will be operating 1 of the 
3 hydroelectric powerplants it has 
planned to build, and production should 


continue to increase in 1957 as a conse 


quence. 

At least two other projects are 
planned for the production of aluminum 
ingot using surplus power from the 
Paulo Afonso power station in Bahia. 
If the plans are carried through fo 
completion Brazil may become a major 
factor in the production and export of 
ingots, 
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More Items Permitted 
Export to Hong Kong 


Exporters now may ship more than 
300 additional commodities to Hong 
Kong without applying for individual 
export licenses, the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce has announced. 

The items added to the list of non- 
strategic commodities which may be 
exported under general license GHK 
without prior application to BFC in- 
clude specified types of electrical ap- 
such as appliance’ cords, 
Christmas tree lighting sets, electric 
paint mixers, farm and home freezers, 
range-refrigeration combinations, flash- 
lights and batteries, certain light bulbs, 
signs, and traffic signal lights; farm 
dairy and poultry equipment; address- 
ing, duplicating, mailhandling, and 
typesetting machines, and printing 
presses; and certain chemical special- 
ties, aluminum, potassium, sodium 
metal, and tanning compounds; and ce- 
menting preparations. 

Also included are some leather dress- 
ings, industrial chemicals, phosphatic 
fertilizer materials, dental supplies, and 
medical and surgical apparatus; manu- 
factured plastic products, clocks, chem- 
ical pigments, motion-picture cameras 
and projectors, cattle hides, calf and kip 
skins; cotton tire fabrics, hard fiber 
yarns, glass products, cotton airplane 
cloth and mosquito netting, jute and 
hard fiber yarns, and vegetable dyeing 
and tanning extracts. 

This action is published in detail in 


BFC’s Current Export Bulletin No. 784, 
dated May 2, 1957. » 





Duty Suspension Extended 
On Certain Metal Scrap 


The suspension of U. S. duties and 
import taxes on certain metal scrap, 
originally passed in 1952 to help meet 
domestic demands, has been extended 
for another year by Public Law 85-27 
(H, R. 4686), approved by the President 
on April 25. 

As in the case of the current Act, 
which has been in effect since July 1, 
1956, this suspension does not govern 
imports of copper scrap, which are al- 
ready exempt under special copper 
legislation; nor does it apply to the fol- 
lowing: 

Lead scrap, lead alloy scrap, antimonial lead 
rap, scrap battery lead or plates, zinc 


Scrap, or zinc alloy scrap, or to any form of 
tungsten scrap, tungsten carbide scrap, or 


tungsten alloy scrap; or to articles of lead, 
lead alloy, antimonial lead, zinc, or zinc 
alloy, or to articles of tungsten, tungsten 


carbide, or tungsten alloy, imported for re- 
manufacture by melting 





World Trade Week, May 19-25. 


Moy 13, 1957 


Pakistan To Import 
Under ICA Program 


To assist Pakistan in maintaining the , 


flow of essential imports, the Inter- 


national Cooperation Administration 
(ICA) has tentatively allocated $12 
million for procurement of such imports 
on a worldwide basis in the second 
half of 1957. 


Of this total, $4.5 million will be for 
private-account imports of the follow- 
ing items—ICA corhmodity codes in pa- 
rentheses: Irodn and steel materials 
(660), $1 million; tinplate (660.8); $1.5 
million; agricultural equipment (770), 
$200,000, and parts (771), $480,000; ball 
and roller bearings (790.4), $20,000; 
tractors (832), $300,000; trucks and 
buses (820.1, 820.9), $1 million. The 
Pakistan Government will import su- 
gar (070), $4.25 million, and earthmov- 
ing equipment (740), $1.5 million. 

ICA will also finance a special ma- 
chinery import program to assist pri- 
vate industrial enterprise in Pakistan. 
A tentative allocation of $10 million for 
the semester July-December 1957 has 
been made, for worldwide procurement, 
as follows: Generators and motors 
(710), $500,000; electrical apparatus 
(720), $1 million; engines and turbines 
(730), $1 million; construction and min- 
ing equipment (740), $500,000; machine 

(Continued on page 36) 





Minnesota World Trade 
Conference, May 21 


Highlighting Minnesota's cele- 
bration of World Trade Week, 
May 19-25, an all-day meeting, the 
Second Annual World Trade Con- 
ference, will be held at the Hotel 
Leamington, Minneapolis, on May 
21. 

The Statewide influence of 
world trade on Minnesota's pros- 
perity will be stressed by Gov- 
ernor Freeman who will welcome 
the delegates at the conference 
opening. 

Strictly business aspects of ex- 
port and import practices will be 
featured at the morning and after- 
noon workshops. Political, diplo- 
matic, and foreign policy implica- 
tions and world-trade benefits will 
be the subjects of the luncheon 
and dinner speakers. 

Serving on the first panel will 
be Carl H. Boehringer, Director 
of the Trade Development Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce. 











Licensing Policy for 
Steel Scrap Amended 


An interim policy for licensing exports 
of. heavy melting grades of steel scrap 
has been announced by the Department 
of Commerce. : 

Under this policy licenses to export 
heavy melting grades will not be issued 
for shipment in 1957 to the United 


Kingdom, Japan, or the European Coal 
and Steel Community in excess of the 
tonnages shipped in these categories in 
1956. 

The Department stated that this in- 
terim policy will remain in effect until 
discussions currently under way on this 
subject with officials of the Coal and 
Steel Community and the Governments 
of Japan and the United Kingdom have 
been concluded. These discussions are 
for the purpose of conserving U. S. steel 
scrap resources and to provide equitable 
distribution amiong foreign users. 

In its report to Congress of January 
31, which was based on the findings of 
the Battelle Memorial Institute of Co- 
lumbus, Ohio, the Department called 
attention to the serious long-term sup- 
ply problem that faces the U. S. econ- 
omy because of impending shortages of 
heavy melting scrap. 

It indicated that, to date, export li- 
censing of No. 1 heavy melting scrap 
to Japan already has reached the total 
amount of this grade exported to that 
country in 1956. Consequently, no addi- 
tional licenses for shipment of No. 1 
heavy melting scrap to Japan will be 
granted in this interim period, and 
pending applications for additional ton- 
nages will be returned without action. 

It was pointed out that this policy ap- 
plies only to No. 1 and No. 2 heavy 
melting scrap, whether or not it is lo- 
cated in the continental United States 
or in off-shore areas. 

Licensing of heavy melting steel scrap 
to all other Free World destinations, re- 
mains under open-end. 





An American advertising man has 
been appointed managing director of 
a new firm in New York City, or- 
ganized by a group of marketing and 
advertising agencies—one from each of 
10 European countries. 


The firm’s purpose is to offer compe- 
tent marketing service to the American 
export industry in the 10 countries and 
to make available to exporters in those 
countries the services of an American 
advertising agency.-U. 8. Embassy, 
Helsinki. 





Meat production in the United King- 
dom is expected to rise in 1957, the For- 
eign Agricultural Service reports. 
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Exim Bank Authorizes Credit for Purchase 
Of Steel-Mill Equipment by Austrian Firm 


A credit of $20 million to finance purchases of steel rolling-mill 
equipment in the United States by an Austrian concern has been an- 
nounced by the Export-Import Bank of Washington. 


The credit was authorized to Oesterreichisch-Alpine Montangesell- 


schaft. It will enable the company to carry out a program of moderniza- 


tion and replacement of obsolete facili- 
tiés in order that products of the com- 
pany can become more competitive with 
those of other European steel companies 
in the European market. 

The Bank’s dollar loan will be guar- 
anteed by two Austrian banks, Creditan- 
stalt-Bankverein and the O6esterreich- 
ische-Laenderbank. The company, whose 
abbreviated name in Alpine Montan, 
will finance out of its own resources 
about half of the total cost of the new 
program, mainly construction of build- 
ings and auxiliary facilities at its plants 
at Donawitz, Kindberg, and Judenburg 
in the Province of Styria, Austria. 

Eximbank’s credit will enable Alpine 
Montan to purchase from U. S. manu- 
facturers equipment required for a wire- 
rod mill, hot strip mill, merchant mill, 
and an alloy rod and bar mill. 

Process Developed 


Alpine Montan has developed a 
steel - manufacturing process utilizing 
the introduction of high-purity oxygen 
through a lance into a converter which 
has been so successful that companies 
in the United States, as well as in 
Europe, are considering adopting the 
method. 

The company was founded in 1881 as 
the result of an amalgamation of nu- 
merous mines and mills. The concern 
owns large reserves of coal and iron 
ore. The iron-ore deposits are in the fa- 
mous Erzberg and are strip-mined. 
They are said to have been worked to 
produce armor for the Roman Legions. 

Alpine Montan is the major heavy 
industry company in Austria. The fur- 
naces and rolling mills of Alpine are 
located at Donawitz and Kindberg; a 
company-controlled plant is at Juden- 
berg. 

The integrated steel plant at Dona- 
witz is the largest and oldest in Austria. 
The strip mill at Kindberg and the alloy 
rod and bar mill at Judenberg are more 
than 50 years old, and are incapable of 
meeting the present market demand for 
closer tolerances and better finishes. 








The four mills to be replaced are sub- 
ject to frequent breakdowns and are un- 
safe to operate. They require large 
numbers of operating personnel and 
production costs are not competitive 
with modern mechanized facilities. 

The proposed new mills will enable 
Alpine to increase earnings by decreas- 
ing production costs and raising produc- 
tion. The credit will be repayable in 27 
approximately equal semiannual install- 
ments beginning August 15, 1962. 





Public Hearings Set on 
Imports of Toyo-Cloth Caps 


The opening date of August 20 has 
been set by the Tariff Commission for 
public hearings under the escape clause 
investigation instituted on April 5 into 
imports of toyo caps or toyo-cloth caps, 
classifiable under the provision in para- 
graph 1413 of the Tariff Act for “man- 
ufactures of paper, or of which paper 
is the component of chief value, not 
specially provided for.” 

Interested parties desiring to be 
heard should submit written notice to 
the Secretary of the Tariff Commission 
at least 3 days in advance. 


Pekistan To oe 


(Continued from page 35) 
tools (750), $100,000; industrial machin- 
ery (780), $6.9 million. 

Interested American suppliers wish- 
ing to receive Small Business Circulars 
giving procurement details as soon as 
available may request that their names 
be placed on the mailing list of the 
Office of Small Business, International 
Cooperation Administration, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 

In addition to these allocations for 
worldwide procurement, ICA counter- 
part currencies will be made available 
to the Pakistan Government for imports 
from West Germany, $7 million, and 
Austria and Italy, $5 million each. 





Further Wheat or Flour 
Sales Arranged With Peru 


A supplemental agreement for the 
sale to Peru of wheat and wheat flour 
for local currency totaling $3.9 million 
was announced by The Department of 
Agriculture on May 2. 


The commodity composition of the 
agreement provides for wheat and/or 
wheat flour, valued at $3.5 million, plus 
certain ocean transportation costs. 


As in other agreements under Public 
Law 480, the sales will be made by 
private U. S. traders. 


A substantial portion of the proceeds 
in local currency will be loaned to Peru 
for economic development purposes, and 
the balance will be used for U, §S, 
expenditures in Peru. 





Beans Added to CCC Sales 
List; Gum Rosin Deleted 


Two changes in the Commodity Credit 
Corporation Monthly Sales List for 
May, 1957 affecting exports that may 
be made at competitive prices involve 
beans and gum rosin. 


Baby lima, great northern, and small 
red beans have been added to the 
list of commodities for export on a 
competitive bid basis. Gum -rosin for 
special export sale has been eliminated. 
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Superintendent of Documents. 
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